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The BEST in South India... 
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Inauguration of 
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Chief Guest 

Mr. Anil Swarup IAS 

Former Secretary, 

Coal Ministry, Gol 


Guest of Honour 

Mr. T.P.Sreenivasan, IFS 

Former Indian Representative to 
the UN Governor of India - IAEA 


...and other dignitaries 


DATE: 09th Oct, 2019 TIME: 04:00 PM 
VENUE: Upper Ground Floor, 25, Pusa Road 

(Adj. to Karol Bagh Metro Station) 


Best Wishes 
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IAS ACADEMY 


Admissions 

open 


What we offer? 

Indian Forest s 

Services Mains - 2019 


S.No 

Optional 

Class 

starts on 

Duration 

Test Series 

starts on 

No of 

Tests 

1 

Geology 

12th 

Oct 2019 

60 hours 

15th 

Oct 2019 

6 

2 

Agriculture 

12th 

Oct 2019 

60 hours 

14th 

Oct 2019 

6 

3 

Mathematics 

14th 

Oct 2019 

60 hours 

26th 

Oct 2019 

6 

4 

Forestry 

29th 

Oct 2019 

60 hours 

23rd 

Oct 2019 

6 


Paper I & II - General Knowledge & General English Test Series 
starts on 18th Oct 2019 (6 Tests) 


Prelims Test Series - 2020 


Prestorming 

Test Starts on 
01st Nov 2019 

General Studies + CSAT Test Batch 


• 55 Questions reflected from 
our 2019 Test Series & from our 
IAS Parliament website in 
UPSC Prelims 2019 

• Supplementary Materials 
Provided - Decoded Syllabus & 
Analysis of UPSC Prelims Paper 


• 40 Intensive and 
Comprehensive Tests & 38 
Orientation & Current Affairs 
Classes 

• SWOT Analysis with All India 
Ranking 

...and much more 


Personality Test - 2019 

Free Interview Coaching 

MUASATWf 

Your final step to MUSSOORIE 

Programme starts 
on 15th Nov 2019 



• Individual personalised 
one-on-one session 

• Mock interviews by eminent 
panellists, serving bureaucrats 

• Interview specific current 
affairs sessions 

• Group based DAF profiling 

... and much more 


Foundation Course for Classroom programme 
GS Prelims cum Mains Starts from June - 2020 


General Studies Prelims cum Mains 

Optional 

CSAT 


<§> 


Upper Ground Floor, 25, Pusa Road 
Delhi 

8899180180 


EJ) www.shankariasacademy.com 
www.iasparliament.com 


Scan 

and 

register 
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Priyanka to meet new 
Cong, team for U.P. 

NEW DELHI 

Congress general secretary 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, who 
is the party in-charge of 
eastern Uttar Pradesh, is 
expected to meet newly 
appointed office-bearers next 
week as the party has 
revamped its State unit. 

NEWS ►PAGE 12 


Woman, daughter killed 
in cylinder blast in Delhi 

NEW DELHI 

A 62-year-old woman and 
her 38-year-old daughter 
were killed in a cylinder blast 
in north-east Delhi’s Karawal 
Nagar on Tuesday morning, 
the police said. The incident 
took place at 10.45 a.m. 
when a technician was 
repairing a leakage in an LPG 
cylinder at the house. 

CITY ►PAGE 3 
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30 Tests 
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Rajnath receives first Rafale in 
France; delivery only next year 

First batch to arrive in May; Minister says the jets will boost India’s air dominance 



Invoking blessings: Rajnath Singh performing puja on the first 
Rafale jet, which was handed over to the IAF at the factory of 
Dassault Aviation in Merignac in France on Tuesday. ■ reuters 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI/PARIS 

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh formally received the 
first Rafale fighter jet built 
for the Indian Air Force (IAF) 
in France on Tuesday. Ho¬ 
wever, the first batch of the 
jets will arrive in India only 
in May 2020. 

“I am told that Rafale is a 
French word meaning gust 
of wind. I am sure the air¬ 
craft will live up to its name. 
I believe Rafale will boost In¬ 
dia’s air dominance expo¬ 
nentially to ensure peace 
and security in the region,” 
Mr. Singh said, speaking at 
the handover ceremony. He 
was handed over the first In¬ 
dian aircraft, RB-001, by Das¬ 
sault Aviation CEO Eric 
Trappier. 

After the ceremony, Mr. 
Singh performed shastra pu¬ 
ja on the aircraft, on the oc¬ 
casion of Vijayadashami, 
and also flew a sortie on it. 
Later, he held the Annual 
Defence Dialogue with his 
French counterpart Flo¬ 
rence Parly, the Defence Mi¬ 
nistry said. 

Speaking to journalists af¬ 


ter the sortie, Mr. Singh said 
India is procuring the Ra¬ 
fales for self-defence and as a 
deterrent. “By February 
2021, we will receive 18 Ra¬ 
fale jets and by April 2022, 
we will get all the 36 Rafale,” 
he said. 

Earlier, he called on 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron at the Elysee Palace. 

Comprehensive talks 

The two leaders “compre¬ 
hensively discussed key as¬ 


pects of bilateral defence 
partnership and resolved to 
continue strengthening the 
ties between the two coun¬ 
tries,” a statement from the 
Defence Ministry said. 

“I thanked President Ma¬ 
cron for his strong support 
to further intensifying our 
strategic partnership, espe¬ 
cially in the defence sector, 
with India, and for our ‘Make 
in India’ initiatives,” Mr. 
Singh said after the meeting. 

Mr. Singh later flew with 


Ms. Parly to Merignac, where 
Dassault Aviation’s Rafale fi¬ 
nal assembly facility is locat¬ 
ed. 

On October 9, Mr. Singh is 
scheduled to address the 
Chief Executive Officers of 
the French defence industry 
and is likely to urge them to 
participate in ‘Make in India’ 
and the DefExpo to be held 
in Lucknow from February 5 
to 8,2020, the Ministry said. 

Till May 2020, three 
batches of IAF pilots, engi¬ 
neers and technicians will 
undergo advanced training 
on the Indian jets in France. 
So far, three IAF pilots and 
two technical officers have 
trained on French Air Force 
Rafale jets, as per the terms 
of the contract. 

In September 2016, India 
and France signed a €7.87 
billion Inter-Governmental 
Agreement (IGA) for 36 Ra¬ 
fale multi-role fighter jets in 
fly-away condition following 
the surprise announcement 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in April 2015. 

(With inputs from PTI) 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


India, China relations are of 
global significance: envoy 

Upcoming high-level exchanges will benefit: Sun Weidong 


As the only two major developing 
countries with a population of 
over one billion..., China-India 
relations transcend the bilateral 
dimension and assume global and 
strategic significance 

SUN WEIDONG 

Chinese Ambassador to India 


China changes tack on Kashmir 



SUHA SINI HAIDAR 

NEW DELHI 

Relations between India 
and China will benefit from 
“upcoming high-level ex¬ 
changes”, said Chinese Am¬ 
bassador to India Sun Wei¬ 
dong in an interview to The 
Hindu on Tuesday. 

New Delhi and Beijing 
are expected to announce 
on Wednesday Chinese Pre¬ 
sident Xi Jinping’s visit to 
Mamallapuram for the se¬ 
cond ‘informal summit’ 
with Prime Minister Naren¬ 
dra Modi after the Wuhan 
Summit last year. 

Strategic significance 

“As the only two major de¬ 
veloping countries with a 
population of over one bil¬ 
lion and important repre¬ 
sentatives of emerging eco¬ 
nomies, China-India 

relations transcend the bi¬ 
lateral dimension and as¬ 
sume global and strategic 
significance,” Mr. Sun said 
in the interview conducted 
face-to-face with responses 
given in writing. 

During the one-day ‘in¬ 
formal summit’ in Mamal¬ 
lapuram, near Chennai, ex- 


Ahead of Chinese President 
Xi Jinping’s visit to India, 
Beijing has dropped 
references to the UN role in 
resolving the Kashmir issue. 
Instead, Beijing has 
advocated direct talks 
between New Delhi and 
Islamabad. Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Geng 


pected to be held on Friday, 
Mr. Xi and Mr. Modi will 
spend time together over 
several one-on-one meet¬ 
ings. 

The delay in announce¬ 
ment of Mr. Xi’s visit, with 
just two days to go, has led 
to speculation that it would 
be postponed over diffe¬ 
rences between New Delhi 


Shuang said: “We call on 
India and Pakistan to 
enhance dialogue and 
consultation on issues, 
including Kashmir, and 
consolidate mutual trust. 
This is in line with the 
interests of both countries 
and common aspirations of 
the world.” ► page 13 


and Beijing. 

India has protested com¬ 
ments by Chinese officials 
on the government’s move 
to amend Article 370, and 
China reportedly conveyed 
its displeasure over the mil¬ 
itary exercises in Arunachal 
Pradesh just ahead of the 
talks. 

INTERVIEW ►PAGE 11 


Nationwide 
NRC: Centre 
has to set 
cut-off date 

VIJAI TA SINGH 

NEW DELHI 

Before the Centre rolls out 
a plan to compile a coun¬ 
trywide National Register 
of Citizens (NRC) on the 
lines of the document com¬ 
piled in Assam, it will have 
to decide a common cut-off 
date, a senior government 
official said. 

Home Minister Amit 
Shah reiterated his stand 
on a wider NRC exercise a 
few days ago in Kolkata 
when he said “all infiltra¬ 
tors will be thrown out” 
while assuring six non- 
Muslim communities from 
neighbouring Bangladesh, 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
that the “BJP government 
will bring the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill before 
NRC.” 

The Bill seeks to provide 
citizenship to Hindus, 
Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, 
Parsis and Christians from 
the three neighbouring 
countries. 

DETAILS ON ►PAGE 12 


Delhi CM’s Copenhagen trip stalled 

Kejriwal was scheduled to fly out on Tuesday to attend Oct. 9-12 climate meet 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
on Tuesday attacked Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi for 
the Centre's decision to with¬ 
hold sanction for Chief Minis¬ 
ter Arvind Kejriwal to attend 
the C40 Cities Climate Sum¬ 
mit in Copenhagen. 

The Ministry of External 
Affairs did not give clearance 
to the Delhi Chief Minister, 
who was part of an eight- 
member delegation sche¬ 
duled to fly to Denmark on 
Tuesday afternoon, to attend 
the three-day event between 
October 9 and October 12. 

Terming the incident “un¬ 
fortunate”, AAP Rajya Sabha 
MP Sanjay Singh said, “Why 
Modiji’s Central government 
is working with such ill will is 
beyond me. This was no per¬ 
sonal visit for Kejriwal. He 
was not going sightseeing; he 
was going to talk among 
Mayors of 100 cities of Asia on 
how pollution was reduced 
by 25% in Delhi. But you can¬ 
celled a Chief Minister's visit. 
You have made a joke out of 
the whole system.” 

“We had applied about 38 



days before the visit, but 
didn’t get permission. Kolka- 
ta’s UD Minister applied a 
week earlier and got permis¬ 
sion. Why so much ill will for 
us?” he said, referring to West 
Bengal Urban Development 
and Municipal Affairs Minis¬ 
ter and Kolkata Mayor Firhad 
Hakim who, according to Del¬ 
hi government sources, re¬ 
ceived MEA clearance to tra¬ 
vel to Denmark on September 
30. 

Spate of refusals 

Mr. Singh further said that the 
Central government earlier 
did not allow Education Mi¬ 
nister Manish Sisodia to travel 
to Moscow and Health Minis- 


This was no 
personal visit for 
Kejriwal. He was 
not going 

sightseeing; he was 
going to talk 
among Mayors of 
100 cities of Asia 
on how pollution 
was reduced by 
25% in Delhi. 

SANJAY SINGH 
Rajya Sabha MP 

ter Satyendar Jain to go on a 
trip to Australia to talk about 
the work done in Delhi by the 
AAP government. “Modiji's 
government has destroyed 
the image of India before the 
world. Is this our federal 
structure?” he asked. 

That the Chief Minister 
would not be able to attend 
the event became clear on 
Tuesday morning with no res¬ 
ponse from the MEA despite 
continuing attempts to elicit 
one, said a Delhi government 
source. 

“As far as the clearance is 
concerned, there is no 
change in the status since last 
(Monday) evening. The Chief 
Minister will most likely not 


be able to attend the confe¬ 
rence, which is scheduled 
between October 9 and 12,” 
the source said earlier during 
the day. 

Scheduled events 

At the Danish capital, the Del¬ 
hi Chief Minister was sche¬ 
duled to address a joint press 
conference to launch the 
Clean Air Cities Declaration 
with the Mayor of Paris and 
leaders from Los Angeles, Co¬ 
penhagen, Portland, Jakarta 
and Barcelona. 

The Chief Minister was al¬ 
so a confirmed speaker at two 
sessions. In the session titled 
‘Breathe Deeply’, he was to 
speak on his government’s ex¬ 
perience in lowering air pol¬ 
lution in the city and present 
the set of initiatives taken by 
it that led to the 25% reduc¬ 
tion in air pollution in the 
city. 

In addition to addressing 
the Asian Mayors and City 
Leaders Meeting on low-car¬ 
bon inclusive growth, Mr. Kej¬ 
riwal also had bilateral en¬ 
gagements scheduled with 
the Mayors of Sydney, Johan¬ 
nesburg and Rotterdam. 



Canadian-American, two Swiss stargazers win Physics Nobel 


James Peebles awarded for discoveries in cosmology; Michel Mayor, Didier Queloz honoured for finding an exoplanet 


The unknown & an exoplanet 

Canadian-American cosmologist James Peebles 
and Swiss scientists Michel Mayor and Didier Queloz 
won the 2019 Nobel Prize for Physics for revealing 
the wonder of the evolution of the universe and 
discovering exoplanets 



James Michel Didier 

Peebles Mayor Queloz 



The universe was in a hot and dense state, and 14 
billion years ago there was a "big bang" and then 
it started expanding and cooling down 

( 

BIG 


Four lakh years later, the "first rays" of 
light travelled through space. These rays still 
exist in the cosmos and are omnipresent 


■ Peebles 

interpreted the 
"first rays" and 
showed that in 
the universe just 
5% is known 
matter. The 
rest is unknown 
dark matter & 
dark energy. His 
insights turned 
cosmology from 
speculation to 
science sparking 
further research 


■ The dark mat¬ 
ter is the force 
which holds to¬ 
gether galaxies 
which otherwise 
may get torn 
apart. The dark 
energy helps 
the universe's 
increasingly 
rapid and con¬ 
stant expansion. 
Thus, one pulls 
and the other 
pushes 


■ Mayor and Queloz ■ Surprsingly, the planet was ■ Big planets were thought to be created far 

discovered "51 Pegasi b" was as big as Jupiter (1,300 from their stars. How did "51 Pegasi b" get so 

- first-ever find of an times Earth's volume) but close? This question led to theories that de¬ 
exoplanet orbiting a was very close to its star scribed how large gas balls formed at the edges 

solar-type star (takes just 4 days to orbit) of their solar systems, then spiralled inward 


ASSO CIATED PRESS 

STOCKHOLM 

A Canadian-American cos¬ 
mologist and two Swiss 
scientists won this year's 
Nobel Prize in Physics on 
Tuesday for exploring the 
evolution of the universe 
and discovering a new kind 
of planet, with implications 
for that nagging question: 
Does life exist only on earth. 

Canadian-born James 
Peebles, 84, an emeritus 
professor at Princeton Un¬ 
iversity, won for his theoret¬ 
ical discoveries in cosmolo¬ 
gy- 

Swiss star-gazers Michel 
Mayor, 77, and Didier Que¬ 
loz, 53, both of the Universi¬ 
ty of Geneva, were ho¬ 
noured for finding an 
exoplanet - a planet outside 
our solar system - that or¬ 
bits a sun-like star, the No¬ 


bel committee said. 

“This year's Nobel lau¬ 
reates in physics have paint¬ 
ed a picture of the universe 
far stranger and more won¬ 
derful than we ever could 
have imagined,” said Ulf Da- 
nielsson of the Royal Swed¬ 
ish Academy of Sciences, 
which selected the lau¬ 
reates. 

“Our view of our place in 
the universe will never be 
the same again.” 

Cosmic radiation 

Dr. Peebles, hailed as one of 
the most influential cosmol- 
ogists of his time, who real¬ 
ized the importance of the 
cosmic radiation back¬ 
ground born of the Big 
Bang, will collect one half of 
the 9 million kronor 
($918,000) cash award. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


Lynching alien to India, says Bhagwat 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

Stating that lynching was a 
concept alien to India, Rash- 
triya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat 
on Tuesday observed that iso¬ 
lated incidents of social vio¬ 
lence should not be labelled 
with foreign words, like 
lynching, to defame the 
country. 

“Such things have never 
happened in our country... 
This is a word for events that 
have occurred in foreign 
countries. But some people 
within India are trying to de¬ 


fame our society, the Hindu 
community and the Sangh by 
imposing such foreign terms,” 
the RSS sarsanghchalak said, 
addressing a massive gather¬ 
ing of RSS volunteers on the 
occasion of Vijaydashami at 
the Sangh headquarters in 
Nagpur. The Congress has 
termed the remarks 
“insensitive”. 

Hitting out at those claim¬ 
ing that ‘mob lynching’ was 
on the rise, he said: “From 
where have such words 
[lynching] originated? The 
word originated from an inci¬ 
dent in the life of Jesus Christ 


which then made its way into 
the religious text of a foreign 
land.” He said RSS activists 
would never indulge in such 
incidents. 

“On the contrary, he [an 
RSS swayamsevak] would ac¬ 
tively attempt to prevent such 
incidents [lynching] and re¬ 
fuse shelter to the perpetra¬ 
tors of such crimes,” Mr. 
Bhagwat said, while caution¬ 
ing that everyone in society 
must “remain within Consti¬ 
tutional bounds” irrespective 
of differences in opinion. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
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Study Circle 


■ Since 1953 ■ 


MAINS 

2020 


TEST SERIES + Quality 
Improvement Program (QIP) 



The Goal is to help you succeed in Mains 2020 



Develop multi-dimensional 
perspective in topics relevant 
for Mains 2020 


O 

Enrich 

Answer 
writing skills 




Continuously Improve 

via Test Discussions, Model 
Answers, Evaluation & 
Personal Mentorship. 


Test Series starting 13 th Oct. 2019 (Flexible Scheduling) 


TEST 

SERIES 

37 tests | 460 Qs & Model Answers 

Mini GS (16) + Mini Essay (4) + Sectional 
GS (7) + FLT GS (8) + FLT Essay (2) 


MULTI-LAYERED 

FEEDBACK 

1. Model Answers & Evaluation 

2. Review of evaluated copies 
3. Personal Mentorship 


ANSWER 1^^ 
WRITING l-^T 

• Test Discussion videos for answer 
writing skill enhancement 
QIP videos on themes important for 
Mains 2020 


MAINS 

COMPASS w 

Compilation of subject specific 
themes for Mains 2020 


New Delhi Bengaluru Jaipur 


GENERAL 

STUDIES 

(INTEGRATED) 

BATCHES 


REGULAR 

WEEKEND 


08 Nov. 
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21 Oct. 


11 Oct. 


16 Nov. 



SMALL BATCHES OF 80-90 STUDENTS 

fldmissions Open • Apply Now 


NEW DELHI CAMPUS 

309, Kanchenjunga Building, 
Barakhamba Road, Connaught Place, 
New Delhi- 110001 
Tel: 011 -40786050,23317293, 
23318135/36, 23738906/07 


BENGALURU CAMPUS 

2nd Floor, AKS Plaza, 10 Industrial 
Layout, Jyoti Niwas College (JNC) Road, 
5th Block Koramangala, 
Bengaluru - 560095 
Tel: 080 - 25535536/ 37/ 38/ 39, 
9916035536 



JAIPUR CAMPUS 

3rd Floor, UDB Corporate Tower 
(Nawal Tower), A-1. J.L.N. Marg, 
Near Fortis Hospital, 
Jaipur-302017 
Tel: 0141 -4106050/ 57, 
0141 -2722050 


www.rauias.com | m contact@rauias.com | o youtube.com/rausias 
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The wait 

continues 

Four years and six deadlines later, the 
dual access, one-way underpass coming 
up near Venkateswara College on Benito 
Juarez Road in south-west Delhi is only 
half complete. The construction work 
makes for a nightmare commute for 
Delhi University students 



ESCALATING COST 

The three-lane 
underpass has been 
delayed due to an issue 
over shifting of utilities. 
The cost of the project, 
initially estimated at 
H02 crore, was recently 
revised to roughly 
H40 crore. 




THE PLAN 

The underpass will begin near Springdales School on Benito Juarez Road and 
will pass under the South Campus metro station on Ring Road. One arm of 
the underpass will go to San Martin Road while the other will open on Ring 
Road towards Moti Bagh. The underpass is part of the overall Rao Tula Ram 
project to decongest the Outer Ring Road between IIT and NH-8, which will 
ease movement of traffic coming from IGI Airport. ■ photos by v. v. krishnan 




RECOGNITION FOR DPSG SCHOOL 

DPSG School was honoured by CBSE for 
their valuable contribution to the ‘Diksha’ 
platform, which is a new initiative by CBSE 
to synergize countrywide developments in 
the field of education. Mr. Rohit Pathak, HR 
Director, DPSG Society and Dr. Jyoti Gupta, 

Principal of Delhi Public School, Ghaziabad, 
were felicitated by the Union Minister for 
Human Resource Development, Dr. Ramesh 
Pokhriyal in a Teachers Award Ceremony on 12 th September. 



LAB INAUGURATION 

N. K. Bagrodia School inaugurated their Atal 
Tinkering Laboratory on 30 th August, an 
initiative of the National Institution for 
Transforming India (NITI Aayog). The lab was 
inaugurated by the Director Dr. S. K. 
Bhattacharya. The event began with the 
lighting of the lamp by the Director of the 
school, the Principal Dr. (Mrs.) Rajee N. 
Kumar, the Head of School N. K. Bagrodia 
Global School, Ms. Jayashree Nawani, the 
Headmistress, Ms. Satinder Kaur and the Vice Principal Ms. Anjali Kharbanda. 



POLIO VACCINATION CAMP 


The Modem School, BPTP, organised a Polio 
Vaccination Campaign to orally vaccinate 
children up to the age of 5 years. This was an 
initiative to support the polio eradication drive 
initiated by WHO. The parents 
wholeheartedly supported this initiative. 


For Subscription related queries, please contact Kapil Nagar: 
Handphone: +91 98100 89457/Email: kapil.nagar@thehindu.co.in 



Air quality of Delhi-NCR 


Delhi mm Gurugram H j 
Ghaziabad lllil Faridabad 102 
Greater Noida IlMll Noida Hl9l 

■ Good ■ Satisfactory ■ Moderate 

0-50 51-100 101-200 

■ Poor ■ Very poor ■ Severe 

201-300 301-400 >401 

AIR QUALITY INDEX AT 4 P.M. YESTERDAY 
(AVERAGE OF PAST 24 HOURS) | SOURCE: CPCB 


IN BRIEF 


Attendance relief for 
student entrepreneurs 

NEW DELHI 

The ALL India CounciLof 
TechnicaL Education has 
directed engineering coLLeges 
and technicaL institutions to 
aLLow student entrepreneurs 
to sit for examination even if 
their attendance is short. The 
coLLeges have aLso been asked 
to expLore provisions of 
on-campus accommodation to 
student entrepreneurs and 
permitting semester break for 
working on their startups. 


DELHI TODAY 


Talk: Seminar on "NDCs leading to¬ 
wards Cleaner Energy: Scope for In- 
dia-Japan Cooperation" by Parul 
Bakshi, Centre for East Asian Studies, 
School of International Studies, JNU 
at Seminar Room, Institute of 
Chinese Studies, Civil Lines, 3 p.m. 

Dance: Maestros of the Next Gener¬ 
ation, an evening of Odissi, Kathak 
and Bharatanatyam dances by forty 
promising dancers of the Gen Next. 
Choreographed and directed by their 
legendary Gurus, Dr Sonal Mansingh, 
Pt Birju Maharaj and Dr Saroja Vaidy- 
anathan at The Stein Auditorium, In¬ 
dia Habitat Centre (IHC), 7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Carpet Stories from 
the ancient Silk Road", an exhibition 
of rare tribal carpets from nomadic 
tents and villages of Central Asia and 
the Caucasian mountains by an¬ 
onymous nomads at Visual Arts Gal¬ 
lery, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 11 
a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Disaster Photo Exhibi¬ 
tion by Goonj..", a solo photography 
exhibition by Anshu Gupta at Open 
Palm Court Gallery, India Habitat 
Centre (IHC), 11a.m.-7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "River Song", sculptural 
works is fabric by artist Debasish 
Mukherjee at Akar Prakar Contem¬ 
porary, D-43 Defence Colony, 11 
a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Like Siesta...", a show 
of paintings by Jasleena Singh at 
T riveni Gallery, T riveni Kala Sangam, 
205, Tansen Marg, 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

(Mail your listings for this column 
at cityeditordelhi(d)thehindu.co.in) 


Yamuna pollution: NGT body 
slams Delhi Jal Board, NDMC 

‘Authorities have done little to remove sewage pollution from storm water drains’ 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A Monitoring Committee ap¬ 
pointed by the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) for 
the cleaning of the Yamuna 
has slammed multiple go¬ 
vernment bodies, including 
the New Delhi Municipal 
Council (NDMC), South Del¬ 
hi Municipal Corporation 
and the Delhi Jal Board (DJB) 
for pollution of storm water 
drains in the city. 

The storm water drains 
are supposed to carry away 
excess rainwater, but many 
of them carry untreated 
sewage and flow into the Ya¬ 
muna due to lack of proper 
mechanism to treat sewage. 

Following court orders 
and health concerns raised 
by some residents, the com¬ 
mittee had inspected resi¬ 
dential areas in Greater Kai- 
lash 1, Defence Colony, and 
Nizamuddin (west), through 
which Barapulla and Kushalc 



Workers undog a storm 
water drain in Delhi. 


drains pass. 

“The DJB had submitted 
its action plan to the NGT for 
trapping sewage flowing into 
Barapulla and its tributaries 
in 2014 according to which 
most of the work was to be 
completed by 2017. Howev¬ 
er, very little appears to have 
been done on the ground 
with no improvement in 
terms of containment of pol¬ 
lution ” the MC said. 

“A lot of floating solid 
waste has accumulated, 
which was visible from the 


Kushalc storm 
water drain is 
carrying sewage 
along with a lot of 
floating material, 
which is difficult to 
clean under the 
covered portion of 
the drain 

REPORT BY THE NGT-APPOINTED 
MONITORING COMMITTEE 

open portion of the drain... 
The Monitoring Committee 
directed the SDMC to clean 
the drain regularly,” read the 
minutes of a meeting of the 
committee when it was dis¬ 
cussing the drain passing 
through Greater Kailash 1. 

The SDMC was also di¬ 
rected to instal cameras to 
catch trucks that were 
dumping construction 
waste near the drains. 

Regarding the drain pass¬ 
ing through Defence Colony, 
the committee stated: 


“Kushalc storm water drain 
is carrying sewage along 
with a lot of floating mate¬ 
rial, which is difficult to 
clean under the covered 
portion of the drain. Before 
and after Defence Colony, 
the drain is not covered.” 

About Nizamuddin 
(west), the report stated: 
“NDMC representatives 

were not present to explain 
the action plan for reducing 
sewage in NDMC area... the 
committee took a very se¬ 
rious note of the callous atti¬ 
tude of the NDMC officials. 
The committee will report 
this to the Chief Secretary 
who is holding charge of the 
NDMC.” 

Both DJB Vice Chairman 
Dinesh Mohaniya and also 
DJB PRO did not respond to 
multiple calls and messages 
seeking a comment. 

Meanwhile, NDMC Secre¬ 
tary Rashmi Singh said that 
she will look into the issue. 



Gurdwara Bangla Sahib bans use of all types of plastic 

Green move to commemorate the 550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Sikh Gurdwara 
Management Committee 
(DSGMC) on Tuesday said 
that Gurdwara Bangla Sahib 
here has decided to go green 
by banning the use of all 
types of plastic to commem¬ 
orate the 550th Birth anni¬ 
versary of Guru Nanak Dev. 

“The biggest heritage Sikh 
shrine situated in the heart 
of the national capital has 
banned disposable plates, 
glasses, spoons, thermocol 
cups and plates etc., and 



Gurdwara Bangla Sahib 
in New Delhi. 


switched to steel bowls for 
serving clean drinking water 
and steel plates for serving 
langar,” said DSGMC presi¬ 


dent Manjinder Singh Sirsa. 

On average, around 5,000 
polythene bags, and thermo¬ 
col cups and plates are used 
every day to distribute pra- 
sad, fruits and other items to 
devotees, he added. 

“Now, these have been re¬ 
placed with eco-friendly jute 
bags, and dona-pattal (leaf 
bowls and plates) since Oc¬ 
tober 2,” he said. 

The DSGMC said that it 
has set up a recycling plant 
capable of handling two 
tonnes of flower and ‘langar’ 
waste, and dry leaves on a 


daily basis. The organic 
waste is converted into ma¬ 
nure and vermicompost. 

The automatic plant has 
been commissioned on an 
experimental basis to expe¬ 
riment with zero-waste mo¬ 
del and will be fully commis¬ 
sioned this month, said the 
DSGMC chief. 

The committee has also 
completely shifted to clean 
piped natural gas for prepar¬ 
ing ‘langar’ for around 
35,000 people daily and has 
banned the use of wood and 
charcoal, he added. 
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Mother, daughter lulled in 
cylinder blast in Karawal Nagar 

Gas technician, who was repairing a leak at the time, suffers serious burn injuries 


Rider dead, friend hurt after 
bike rams railing of bridge 

Victim fell off Signature Bridge from a height of 30 feet 



A policeman at the house where a cylinder blast killed two 
persons in Karawal Nagar on Tuesday. ■ r. v. moorthy 


in BRIEF 


Man held with bottles of 
banned medicine at IGIA 

NEW DELHI 

A Saudi Arabia-bound Indian 
has been held at the Delhi 
airport for allegedly trying to 
smuggle out 81 bottles of 
banned Phensedyl cough 
syrup, said Customs officials 
on Tuesday. The bottles have 
been seized and he has been 
arrested under provisions of 
the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances Act, 
they said. The cough syrup 
contains codeine phosphate, 
which is a narcotic drug and 
causes addiction. 

Bike-borne men snatch 
businessman's gold chain 

NEW DELHI 

Two bike-borne snatchers 
chased a businessman, who 
was on a motorcycle, and 
snatched his gold chain near 
Shanti Van in north Delhi on 
Tuesday morning, the police 
said. A case of snatching has 
been registered. The police 
said they are scanning the 
footage of CCTV cameras 
installed around the incident 
spot to identify and nab the 
snatchers. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 62-year-old woman and her 
38-year-old daughter were 
killed in a cylinder blast in 
north-east Delhi’s Karawal 
Nagar on Tuesday morning, 
the police said. 

The incident took place at 
10.45 a.m. when a gas techni¬ 
cian was repairing a leak in 
an LPG cylinder and sudden¬ 
ly it caught fire and exploded, 
said the police. 

Another cylinder, which 
was lying nearby, also caught 
fire and exploded. The tech¬ 
nician, Rajesh, suffered se¬ 
rious burn injuries. 

A local said that the techni¬ 
cian, who works with a gas 
agency in the area, was refill¬ 
ing a 5-kg cylinder from a reg¬ 
ular size cylinder when the 
smaller tank exploded. 


Delhi Fire Service said 
they received a call regarding 
the blast at 10.50 a.m. after 
which a fire tender was 
rushed to the spot. 

The incident happened 
when Ramshri Devi called 
her daughter Hemlata for 
help regarding a leak in the 
cylinder. The daughter then 


called a gas technician and 
during the repair, the cylin¬ 
der caught fire and exploded. 

“Due to the blast impact, 
the house collapsed. The bo¬ 
dies of the mother and 
daughter were recovered 
while the technician was res¬ 
cued from the debris and 
hospitalised. He was later 


Rajesh, who works 
with a gas agency 
operating in the 
area, was refilling a 
5-kg cylinder from 
a regular size 
cylinder when the 
smaller tank 
exploded 

A LOCAL 

shifted to Safdurjung Hospi¬ 
tal,” said a police officer. 

Following the blast, the 
blaze spread across the 
house but was promptly con¬ 
trolled by the Delhi Fire Ser¬ 
vice. The bodies were hand¬ 
ed over to family members 
after post-mortem. The pol¬ 
ice said they will record Ra- 
jesh’s statement after he is 
declared fit to ascertain the 
exact cause of the incident. 


SAUR ABH TRIVEDI 

NEW DELHI 

A man died and his friend 
was injured on Monday 
night after the bike in 
which they were riding 
rammed a railing of Signa¬ 
ture Bridge in north Delhi, 
the police said on Tuesday. 

The impact of the acci¬ 
dent was such that the rid¬ 
er fell off the bridge from a 
height of 30 feet, they 
added. 

The incident happened 
at 9.30 p.m. when a PCR 
call was received about a 
bike accident on Signature 
Bridge. 

The police said the in¬ 
jured persons were rushed 
to Sushruta Trauma Centre 
for treatment where Ar- 
maan, who was riding the 
bike succumbed to his se¬ 
rious injuries. 


The bike was going 
at a speed of more 
than 100 km/hour 
and the rider lost 
control while 
taking a sharp 
right turn on the 
carriageway 
towards 

Bhajanpura from 
MajnukaTila 

EYEWITNESS 

The pillion rider, Afzaal, 
is undergoing treatment, 
they added. 

Multiple fractures 

Afzaal has suffered multi¬ 
ple fractures all over the 
body. 

The police said based on 
the identity proof reco¬ 
vered from the injured per¬ 
sons, they informed family 


members about the inci¬ 
dent. Armaan owns a sa¬ 
loon in Mustafabad in 
north-east Delhi where Af¬ 
zaal works. 

Out on joyride 

They were out on a joyride 
at that time. 

An eyewitness told the 
police that the bike was go¬ 
ing at a speed of more than 
100 km/hour and the rider 
lost control while taking a 
sharp right turn on the car¬ 
riageway going towards 
Bhajanpura from Majnu lea 
Tila. 

A case of rash driving 
and causing hurt by act en¬ 
dangering life or personal 
safety of others under Sec¬ 
tions 279 and 337 of Indian 
Penal Code was registered 
at the Timarpur police sta¬ 
tion, the police added. 




‘Create permanent body to 
take care of street animals’ 

HC asks govt, to bring out new policy 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court has di¬ 
rected the government to im¬ 
mediately create a perma¬ 
nent committee that will 
take care of street cattle, 
monkeys, stray dogs, etc. in 
the Capital. 

A Bench of Chief Justice 
D.N. Patel and Justice C. Hari 
Shankar said the committee 
should evolve some scheme 
or policy on how to control 
these stray cattle, street dogs 
and monkeys. 

Anti-rabies vaccination 

Additionally, the Bench said 
it is the duty of the govern¬ 
ment and authorities here to 
provide anti-rabies vaccina¬ 
tion to government hospitals 
and dispensaries. 

The vaccination should be 
provided at the earliest, the 
Bench said. The court’s di¬ 
rection came while hearing 
public interest litigation 
(PIL) seeking to open five 
new goshalas in the Capital. 

The petition filed by one 


Salek Chand Jain, who 
claims to be a social worker, 
also sought for sufficient 
grants to all cow shelters for 
maintenance and smooth 
running. 

Mr. Jain had also sought 
direction to fill up the vacant 
posts of the veterinary doc¬ 
tors and other medical staff 
and veterinary inspectors 
and cattle catchers and to 
provide sufficient hydraulic 
trucks and open animal hos¬ 
pitals with up to date and lat¬ 
est indoor medical facilities 
for the cattle. 

He also suggested to allot 
grazing and burial grounds 
for the animals and to open 
shelters for dogs and mon¬ 
keys and make proper steril¬ 
ization programme for birth 
control. The court noted that 
it had in November 2005 al¬ 
ready passed certain direc¬ 
tions in connection with the 
issues raised in the petition. 
The court had then ruled 
that it was the duty of the civ¬ 
ic authorities to remove stray 
cattle from roads of Delhi. 


The new demon 



Centre seeks more plastic 
disposal at cement plants 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

As a Ravana made of sin¬ 
gle-use plastic was symbol¬ 
ically destroyed in a mock- 
up cement plant at the 
Ramlila Maidan here on 
Tuesday, the Union Hous¬ 
ing and Urban Affairs Mi¬ 
nistry pushed for increas¬ 
ing the amount of plastic 
disposed of in cement 
plants in the country. 

The plastic Ravana, 
which was among five such 
effigies put up by the Ce¬ 
ment Manufacturers Asso¬ 
ciation along with the Mi¬ 
nistry in five cities, 
represented evil, said BJP 
MP Vijay Goel. 

Non-recyclable plastic 

Housing and Urban Affairs 
Ministry Secretary Durga 
Shanker Mishra said about 
9,000 tonnes of non-recy¬ 
clable plastic was pro¬ 
duced every day. 

He added that the go¬ 
vernment was in talks with 
the CMA to increase the 
amount of plastic disposed 
at cement plants, with 46 


Urban local bodies 
W would provide the 
plastic waste to the 
cement industry 
for it to be used in 
the plants 

DURGA SHANKER MISHRA 
Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry 
Secretary 

of the 238 plants in the 
country currently using 
some amount of plastic. 

He said that the plastic 
waste is burned in the ce¬ 
ment kilns at high temper¬ 
atures - ensuring that the 
destruction was environ¬ 
ment-friendly - and reduc¬ 
ing the amount of plastic 
littered on the streets. 

Mr. Mishra said urban lo¬ 
cal bodies would provide 
the plastic waste to the ce¬ 
ment industry for it to be 
used in the plants. 

CMA secretary-general 
Aparna Dutt Sharma said 
the cement industry was 
helping dispose of plastic 
waste by using it as refuse 
derived fuel (RDF) after 
municipalities segregate 
and convert it into bales. 


Man shot at by four men in outer Delhi 


Scribe’s phone stolen from car parked outside Pusa Institute 


Manhunt on for accused, who are known to the victim 


Victim had gone for a morning walk at the time, alleges absence of PCR patrolling van; case registered 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 36-year-old man was shot 
at by four men in outer 
north Delhi’s Samaypur Ba- 
dli on Monday night, the 
police said on Tuesday. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (Outer North) Gaurav 
Sharma said Fateh Singh, 
who works in a hardware 
shop in Mukundpur, is out 
of danger. 

The accused are known 
to the victim, he added. 


At 12 a.m., Mr. Singh was 
sitting with a few friends af¬ 
ter dinner near his shop 
when four men came and 
shot at him. 

Two rounds fired 

“Two rounds were fired in 
his direction and one of 
them hit him in the shoulder 
after which the accused 
fled,” Mr. Sharma said. 

Mr. Singh and the ac¬ 
cused have personal enmity 
and investigation has re¬ 


vealed that the two sides 
had a fight about a month 
ago. 

“All the accused have 
been identified and teams 
are looking for them. The 
motive is not clear as the ac¬ 
cused are absconding and 
Mr. Singh is undergoing 
treatment,” he said. 

A case has been regis¬ 
tered a case under Sections 
307 (attempt to murder) and 
34 (common intention) of 
the Indian Penal Code. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

On returning from her 
morning walk at Pusa Insti¬ 
tute in west Delhi, a 47-year- 
old journalist found her 
car’s window broken and 
mobile phone stolen on 
Tuesday morning. 

Ravinder Bawa from New 
Rajinder Nagar, who works 
as a freelance journalist, 
said she had parked her car 
right outside the institute 
before leaving for the walk 


at 7 a.m. 

00,000 cash 

“When I realised that I was 
carrying my phone for the 
walk, I returned and kept it 
on my car’s dashboard. My 
car had a pouch, which had 
nearly 00,000,” she said. 

At 8 a.m. when Ms. Bawa 
returned, she saw the win¬ 
dow pane from the passen¬ 
ger side was broken. 

“First, I checked my be¬ 
longings like wallet and wa- 


The Station 
House Officer 
[Inderpuri police 
station] told me 
that technical 
surveillance has 
been mounted on 
my mobile phone. 

RAVINDER BAWA 
Freelance journalist 

ter bottle. They were in 
their place. Then I checked 
the dashboard and realised 
the phone has been stolen,” 


she said. 

Following this, Ms. Bawa 
asked people who were 
present at the spot. 

‘A gang at play’ 

“They told me that it has 
been happening often on 
this stretch and there could 
be a gang at play. I suspect 
that the person who stole 
my phone might have seen 
me putting it inside the 
dashboard,” she said. 

The woman then went to 


Inderpuri police station 
and lodged an e-FIR for 
theft. 

“The Station House Offic¬ 
er said that technical sur¬ 
veillance has been mount¬ 
ed on the phone. I also told 
him about the possibility of 
a gang being active in the 
area and that perhaps, a 
PCR van can be deployed,” 
she said. 

A case has been regis¬ 
tered into the matter, the 
police said. 


Five firms remain in fray for Central Vista revamp project 

They have been asked to submit ideas for the design; MoHUA likely to pick consultant before Diwali 



A new or revamped Parliament is likely to be completed by July 2022. ■ file photo 


DAMI NI NATH 

NEW DELHI 

Five Indian architecture 
firms, which among them 
have the development of the 
Sabarmati riverfront in Guja¬ 
rat, the ongoing redevelop¬ 
ment of the Pragati Maidan 
in Delhi and several interna¬ 
tional projects under their 
belts, are in the running for 
the Centre’s project to rede¬ 
velop Parliament and the 3- 
km-long Central Vista, said 
government sources. 

The Union Housing and 
Urban Affairs Ministry is like¬ 
ly to pick its consultant from 
these firms before Diwali 
(October 27), a senior official 
said on Tuesday. 

The Ministry had sought 
bids from Indian and inter¬ 
national design and architec¬ 
ture firms for its redevelop- 
mentof Parliament, the 
Central Vista and a common 
Central Secretariat for all Mi¬ 
nistries on September 2. 

Six Indian firms had bid 
till September 30, the last 
day for bidding, the official 



said. 

One of the bids had been 
rejected as the firm’s annual 
turnover was found to be be¬ 
low ?20 crore, which was the 
minimum criteria set by the 
Ministry. 

The five firms whose bids 
are being evaluated are C.P. 
Kukreja Architects, HCP De¬ 
sign, Planning and Manage¬ 
ment, Hafeez Contractor, 
Sikka Associates Architects 



and Arcop, the official said. 

The HCP had carried out 
the development of the Sa¬ 
barmati riverfront while C.P. 
Kukreja is involved with the 
Pragati Maidan redevelop¬ 
ment. Hafeez Contractor’s 
past projects include moder¬ 
nisation of the Mumbai and 
the New Delhi airports and 
the Sikka Associates have 
carried out the Kolkata air¬ 
port project. 



Apart from several pro¬ 
jects in India, Arcop has 
done work in Oman as well. 

The firms are likely to give 
presentations of their plans 
next week. 

These firms had been 
asked to submit their ideas 
for the design of the entire 
Central Vista area, which 
covers the distance from the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan till the 
India Gate. 



Housing and Urban Affairs 
Minister Hardeep Puri had 
said last month the decision 
on which buildings would be 
demolished and which retro¬ 
fitted would be taken after 
evaluating the bids. 

However, he had said, Par¬ 
liament and the North and 
South Blocks would not be 
razed, rather would see re¬ 
novations or change of use. 

Government office build¬ 
ings like the Shastri Bhavan 
were likely to be razed, offi¬ 
cials had said. 

For Parliament, Mr. Puri 
had said building an addi¬ 
tional structure to house of¬ 
fices for all MPs would be 
considered. 

A new or revamped Parlia¬ 
ment building would be in 
place by July 2022, the re¬ 
quest for proposal floated by 
the Ministry had said. 

The Central Vista, com¬ 
plete with parking and pu¬ 
blic amenities, should be 
done by November 2020, 
and the common Central Se¬ 
cretariat by March 2024. 
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With 89 artificial ponds, Delhi govt, 
makes an effort to protect Yamuna 

Government bodies work in shifts; official says no report of idol immersion in river 



Durga idol being immersed in a temporary tank in Burari. ■ v.v. krishnan 


Court sets aside order 
to try juvenile as adult 

Accused was charged with murder 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

In a first, the Delhi govern¬ 
ment had created 89 artifi¬ 
cial ponds for idol immer¬ 
sion across the city to 
prevent the Yamuna from 
getting polluted. This initia¬ 
tive has fetched results with 
the Delhi government on 
Tuesday claiming that there 
has been no reports of idol 
immersion in the Yamuna. 

“Till now we have no re¬ 
ports of anyone immersing 
the idols in the river. We 
have also deployed Civil De¬ 
fence volunteers at 11 entry 
points to the Yamuna where 
people usually immerse 
idols,” K.S. Meena, Deputy 
Commissioner (headquar¬ 
ters) of Revenue Department 
told The Hindu at 9 p.m. on 
Tuesday. 

“Last year, we had dug up 
pits along the banks of the 
Yamuna and allowed immer¬ 
sion of idols only in it. But it 
also caused pollution as ma¬ 
ny people went ahead and 
immersed idols in the river,” 
the official said. 

As they don’t want to take 
any chance, artificial ponds 
were created this year. Some 
of the ponds were as deep as 
eight feet and is 20x30 feet 
in size. To make use of the 
artificial ponds, the govern¬ 
ment had held meetings 


with various puja commit¬ 
tees ahead of the immersion 
and had given advertise¬ 
ments with details of all the 
89 locations. 

Various government bo¬ 
dies, including the munici¬ 
pal corporations, Delhi Jal 
Board and Revenue Depart¬ 
ment, which is the nodal 
agency, worked in shifts to 
prevent the Yamuna from 
getting polluted. 

Durga puja organisers 


were also happy with the ar¬ 
rangement, though there 
were some operational 
difficulties. 

S. Mitra, general secretary 
of Antaranga Durga Puja in 
Mayur Vihar Phase-1, said 
that they have been celebrat¬ 
ing Durga Puja for 27 years in 
the Capital and it was for the 
first time that they immersed 
the idol in an artificial pond. 

“It is a good move and we 
completely support it. There 


is less pollution and we 
didn’t have to spend much 
money as the location was 
close to our pandal,” he said. 

Operational difficulty 

However, Mr. Mitra said that 
there was only four-feet wa¬ 
ter in the eight-feet deep 
pond. “There was some pro¬ 
blem with the arrangement 
and the plastic was not co¬ 
vering the base of the entire 
pond,” he added. 


Burial grounds 
up for adoption 
in the Capital 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Nearly 28 burial grounds 
have been put up for 
“adoption” by the South 
Delhi Municipal Corpora¬ 
tion (SDMC) for NGOs, ex¬ 
pression of interest for 
which has been invited till 
October 31. 

A public notice put up 
on the SDMC’s website de¬ 
tails the locations of these 
grounds and whether they 
are meant for burial, wood 
cremation, electrical cre¬ 
mation or other. 

While local groups will 
be preferred, registered 
groups that are found eligi¬ 
ble will have to sign a Mem¬ 
orandum of Understand¬ 
ing with the SDMC by 
which it will be made res¬ 
ponsible for various as¬ 
pects. These include ensur¬ 
ing availability of wood for 
cremation, drinking water, 
free parking, maintaining 
cleanliness, greenery, uri¬ 
nals and toilets and others. 
Apart from this, hearse van 
facility may also be provid¬ 
ed by the organisation, 
rates for which will be de¬ 
termined by the Zonal De¬ 
puty Commissioner. The 
terms also state that no 
commercial hoardings will 
be allowed. The agreement 
will be entered into for one 
year and will be extendable 
to two more years. A secur¬ 
ity deposit of £50,000 will 
also have to be made. 


NIRNIMESH KUMAR 

NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court has set aside 
the order of a Juvenile Justice 
Board (JJB) directing a Child 
in Conflict with Law (CCL) to 
face trial in a murder case as 
an adult. 

The Sarai Kale Khan pol¬ 
ice has charged the CCL, 
along with other accused 
persons, with murdering a 
man with a plan to allegedly 
extort 11 crore from the vic¬ 
tim’s father. 

The victim was murdered 
at the residence of the main 
accused where he had gone 
to purchase an insurance 
policy. Thereafter, the ac¬ 
cused took the body to Eta- 
wah in Uttar Pradesh and 
threw it into a canal. Howev¬ 
er, they could not execute 
the plan to extort money 
from the deceased’s father as 
the police arrested them. 

Extortion plan 

According to the police, they 
had planned to extort mo¬ 
ney from the victim’s father 
after the murder. 

Quashing the order. Addi¬ 
tional Sessions Judge Mo¬ 
hammed Farrukh said: “The 
JJB has mechanically relied 
upon the social background 
report, physical, mental and 
drug assessment report and 
preliminary assessment re¬ 
port and came to the conclu¬ 


sion that the CCL is able-bo¬ 
died, not having physical 
and mental disability and 
therefore he had physical 
and mental capacity to com¬ 
mit the offence.” 

“JJB has not taken any in¬ 
dependent assessment and 
the aforesaid report has not 
been dealt with in thread¬ 
bare. Furthermore, the JJB 
has not examined as to un¬ 
der which circumstances the 
offence was committed by 
the CCL,” the judge said. 

“In view of the aforemen¬ 
tioned settled law, facts and 
circumstances, the im¬ 
pugned order dated May 14, 
2019 is set aside. The matter 
is remanded back to the JJB 
with the direction to pass the 
order afresh, keeping in 
view the observations made 
by the Bombay High Court in 
Mumtaz Ahmed Nasir Khan 
versus The State of Maha¬ 
rashtra,” the Additional Ses¬ 
sions Judge said. 

“It is inadvisable to tinker 
with an expert’s opinion. Yet 
it remains, after all said and 
done, an opinion, at that. 
The JJ Board has undertaken 
no independent assessment; 
it has, in fact heavily relied 
on the Social Investigation 
Report and MH Report. So its 
opinion, in the strict sense, 
cannot be branded an “exp¬ 
ert opinion,” the High Court 
had said in that case. 



74 dengue, 51 
malaria cases 
reported in 
Oct. first week 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A latest report on the vec¬ 
tor-borne diseases com¬ 
piled by the South Delhi 
Municipal Corporation 
(SDMC) shows that 74 cases 
of dengue, 51 cases of mala¬ 
ria and 10 cases of chikun- 
gunya had been reported 
in the first week of October. 

With this, the total num¬ 
ber of cases of dengue 
stood at 356, lower than 
650 cases reported at the 
same time last year. These 
are the lowest number of 
dengue cases compared to 
the last four years. Howev¬ 
er, the number of dengue 
cases in 2014 at the same 
time was just 120. 

The number of malaria 
cases so far stood at 419, 
higher than 347 reported 
last year and the total num¬ 
ber of chikungunya cases 
stood at 97, higher than 89 
cases reported at the same 
time last year. 

The total number of vec¬ 
tor-borne diseases report¬ 
ed stood at 872. 


Foreigner’s 
‘magic trick ’ to 
convert notes 
lands him in jail 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NOIDA 

A foreign national was ar¬ 
rested on Tuesday for alleg¬ 
edly duping people in the 
name of converting their 
Indian currency notes into 
—^ US dollars through a “mag¬ 
ic”, the police said. The ac¬ 
cused, Kamleu-Nya Alain 
from Cameroon, was ar¬ 
rested from Sector 121 here, 
they said. 

Alain told the police that 
he had earlier been jailed in 
India for fraud and his pass¬ 
port is submitted at the Tis 
Hazari Court, Noida SP Vi- 
neet Jaiswal said. 

“He would promise peo¬ 
ple to return them more 
money by converting their 
Indian currency notes into 
US dollars. A white powder 
and water-like fluid has 
been seized from his pos¬ 
session,” Mr. Jaiswal said. 

A man approached the 
police on Monday claiming 
the foreigner has duped 
him of HO lakh using the 
same “magic trick”. Alain 
would use his “magic trick” 
on notes and tell gullible 
people to check the money 
after two hours and find it 
converted to US dollars, the 
officer said. 

“The victim handed him 
over HO lakh and got back 
a packet of plain papers in 
the shape of currency 
notes, with the first and last 
notes of the bunch having a 
£2,000 note which was 
printed by the accused,” 
Jaiswal said. 

An FIR has been regis¬ 
tered against him under 
IPC Sections of fraud, un¬ 
der the Foreigners Act and 
the IT Act, and he has been 
sent to jail, the police said. 


Colours of devotion 



A woman during 'Sindur Khela' ceremony on the occasion of Vijayadashami in Gurugram on Tuesday; married women celebrate as they smear each other with vermilion in the Capital on Tuesday. ■ manoj kumar/r.v. moorthy 


Cousin held for lolling Muthoot Finance manager 

Murder was a fallout of a failed conspiracy to rob company’s gold from its vault 


IP College students selected for 
UN’s Millenium Fellowship Program 

Twenty two of them will work towards sustainable development 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Indraprastha College for 
Women on Tuesday said 
that 22 of its students have 
been selected as millennium 
fellows to participate in the 
Millennium Fellowship Pro¬ 
gram conducted by the Unit¬ 
ed Nations Academic Im¬ 
pact (UNAI) and Millennium 
Campus Network (MCN) to 
build young leaders on un¬ 
iversity campuses 

worldwide. 

“The college is among the 
6% of selected campuses as 
only 69 of 1,200 applicants 


are selected across 135 na¬ 
tions The selected fellows of 
the college are hopeful that 
the fellowship will streng¬ 
then their efforts as leaders 
engaged in advancing the 
United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals in the 
communities/slums they are 
working with, the college 
said. 

Principal of the college, 
Babli Moitra Saraf said that 
20 out of the 22 selected fel¬ 
lows are part of Project 
NOOR, the outreach pro¬ 
gramme of Indraprastha 
College for Women. “Project 


NOOR works in two seg¬ 
ments. Under first section, 
the volunteers conduct reg¬ 
ular classes in two nearby 
slums. Under second sec¬ 
tion, the volunteers contri¬ 
bute towards eradication of 
manual scavenging. 

The millennium fellow¬ 
ship is a semester-long lea¬ 
dership development pro¬ 
gramme that happens on 
the campus. The UNAI and 
MCN help students elevate 
their leadership by creating 
a robust global network of 
undergraduate leaders ad¬ 
vancing UN goals. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NOIDA 

Maternal cousin of the Gha- 
ziabad-based manager of 
Muthoot Finance Limited is 
among two persons held for 
allegedly killing him four 
months ago, the police said 
on Tuesday. 

The killing resulted from 
a failed conspiracy of rob¬ 
bing the company’s gold 
from its vault in its Ghazia- 
bad branch, they said. 

“Aazaad’s body with bul¬ 
let injuries was found near a 
culvert in Badalpur police 
station area on June 20. It 
was a blind murder case 
and investigation was taken 
up leading to the arrest of 


two accused,” Senior Supe¬ 
rintendent of Police, Gau- 
tam Buddh Nagar, Vaibhav 
Krishna said. 

Those held have been 
identified as Parwinder, Aa¬ 
zaad’s cousin and key ac¬ 
cused, and Chamanlal Kash- 
yap, while two others - 
Sunil and Deepalc - are ab¬ 
sconding , said Mr. Krishna. 

The SSP said that Parwin¬ 
der owed H0,000 to Aa- 
zaad, who had been asking 
for repayment frequently. 

“On the night of June 20, 
Parwinder met Aazaad and 
told him to accompany him 
to Kalwa village near Grea¬ 
ter Noida where he would 
repay him the money. They 


were on Aazaad’s motorcy¬ 
cle and stopped midway for 
drinks where three other 
accused joined them,” Mr. 
Krishna said. 

Sneaked key 

At this point, Parwinder 
took the keys of Aazaad’s 
branch office and passed it 
to Sunil, Chamanlal and 
Deepalc, who left the two 
drinking in an SUV for Gha- 
ziabad, he said, adding that 
the trio could not open the 
lock of the gold vault and re¬ 
turned in a couple of hours. 

“When they returned, 
Aazaad grew furious about 
them sneaking away with 
the key and said he would 


report the matter to the pol¬ 
ice. He was then shot dead 
by the accused and his body 
dumped near the culvert, 
Mr. Krishna said. 

Nabbed during check 

Parwinder and Chamanlal, 
the two key accused, were 
held during a checking by 
the police on Monday night 
from Badalpur area when 
Aazaad’s voter identity card 
and some other documents 
were found from their pos¬ 
session, the officer said. 

The duo have been 
booked for the murder and 
sent to jail while search is 
on for their absconding 
partners, he added. 


SUSPECTED PERSON 


General public is hereby informed that one 
male person (depicted in the photo) 
Namely: Unknown, S/o: Unknown, R/o: 
Unknown, Age: about 22 years, Height: 
5 1 8", Built: Thin, Face: Round, 
Complexion: Fair, Wearing: Black color t- 
shirt and blue color pant, who is suspected to involved in a crime 
and is being captured in CCTV Camera. In this regard a case vide 
FIR No. 565/16, u/s 354-D IPC and 12 POCSO Act dated 
05.11.2016 has been registered at PS. Karol Bagh, Delhi. Sincere 
efforts have been made by local police to trace out information 
about the person but no clue has come to light so far. Any person 
having any information or clue about the person may kindly inform 

to RS. Karol Bagh, Central District, Delhi. SHO 

P.S. Karol Bagh, Delhi 
DP/6625/CD/19 _ Ph.: 011-28720482, 8750870430 



Plot owners told to pay additional charge 

Demand follows Allahabad HC ordering extra compensation for farmers 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

In a shocker for 25,000 plot 
owners in 50 sectors of 
booming Greater Noida 
town, just on the outskirts 
of the national capital, GNI- 
DA has slapped them with a 
demand notice to pay 
H,287 per square meter ad¬ 
ditional charge together 
with 11% interest backdated 
to 2013. 

The demand follows Al¬ 
lahabad High Court asking 
it to give additional com¬ 
pensation to farmers whose 



land was acquired. Greater 
Noida Industrial Develop¬ 
ment Authority (GNIDA) 
borrowed money from 
banks to pay some of the 
farmers ?4,500 crore and is 
now wanting to recover it 
by backdating the demand 
from existing plot owners. 

The additional charge of 
H,287 per sq. mt. will have 
to be paid by all plot owners 
irrespective of when they 
bought the area. This 
charge will be levied from 
May 1, 2013 and will attract 
an 11% simple interest, GNI¬ 



DA said in the order, adding 
the amount due will be 
payable in four equal 
instalments. 

“Non-payment of the 
charge will attract an addi¬ 
tional 3% penalty,” it said. 

The additional payment 
for a 200 sq. mt. plot comes 
to over H lakh. 

The September 28 notice 
to plot holders cites the Al¬ 
lahabad High Court order 
asking it to give 64.7% addi¬ 
tional compensation to 
farmers. 

It termed the additional 


charge as “additional com¬ 
pensation recovery.” 

Some Resident Welfare 
Associations have decided 
to challenge the order in 
courts. 

Following an uproar over 
the new charge by the plot 
owners, GNIDA on October 
5 issued a clarification say¬ 
ing it had “borrowed about 
£1,500 crore from different 
banks/ financial institutions 
to pay additional compen¬ 
sation to farmers. The auth¬ 
ority has to pay monthly in¬ 
terest on this loan”. 


Teenager found dead 
in east Delhi; probe on 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 16-year-old boy was found 
dead on Tuesday morning 
in south-east Delhi’s Sarita 
Vihar allegedly after he was 
scolded by his parents, the 
police said. No note has 
been recovered. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (South-East) Chin- 
moy Biswal said a PCR call 
was received at 9.30 a.m. re¬ 
garding the incident. 

“The deceased was iden¬ 
tified as a resident of Abul 
Fazal Enclave,” he said. 



During enquiry, it was re¬ 
vealed that at 12 a.m., the 
boy had met with an acci¬ 
dent near Hari Kothi and 
sustained minor injuries. 
“When he went home, his 
parents started scolding 
him,” said a senior officer. 

The boy allegedly told his 
parents that he was going 
for treatment but was then 
found dead in the morning. 

Suicide prevention hel¬ 
pline: Sanjivini, Society for 
Mental Health, Telephone: 
011-4076 9002, Monday-Sa- 
turday, 10 a.m. -7.30 p.m. 


M ND-NDE 
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PM to address 4 rallies 
in poll-bound Haryana 

State BJP election in-charge confident of party winning 75 seats 


ECI to review preparations 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The campaigning in Harya¬ 
na will gain momentum with 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi scheduled to address 
four rallies across the State, 
starting from Ballabhgarh on 
October 14, Union Minister 
Narendra Singh Tomar said 
on Tuesday. 

Mr. Tomar, who is also the 
party’s election in-charge 
for the State, said the BJP 
will win 75 seats and return 
to power for a second con¬ 
secutive term. 

The State will go to polls 
on October 21 and results 
will be declared on October 
24. 

Star campaigner 

The campaigning will gain 
momentum in the coming 
days as Prime Minister Na¬ 
rendra Modi, who is BJP’s 
star campaigner, will ad¬ 
dress four rallies across the 
state. Mr. Modi will address 
his first rally at Ballabhgarh 
in Faridabad district on Oc¬ 
tober 14, Mr. Tomar said. 

“We will win 75 seats in 
Haryana. Have faith in our 
target. During general elec¬ 
tions, we had said we will 
cross 300 seats and we did 
so,” he said. 

The mood in the State is 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

CHANDIGARH 

The Election Commission of 
India will visit poll-bound 
Haryana on Wednesday to 
take stock of the prepared¬ 
ness of the State’s adminis¬ 
trative and security machin¬ 
eries for the Assembly 
elections. 

During the two-day visit, 
Chief Election Commission¬ 
er Sunil Arora along with 


in favour of the BJP because 
of several reasons including 
transparent administration, 
a strong central government 
and better implementation 
of the schemes, he said. 

Noting that Haryana was 
known for corruption, he 
said after many years, there 
is a transparent BJP govern¬ 
ment in the State with Chief 
Minister Manohar Lai Khat- 
tar taking several measures 
for the same. 

Curb on corruption 

“Mr. Khattar has taken sever¬ 
al steps to curb corruption. 
The filling up of teachers’ 
post in a transparent man¬ 
ner and without taking any 


Election Commissioners 
Ashok Lavasa and Sushil 
Chandra will be holding a 
series of meetings with va¬ 
rious stake-holders, includ¬ 
ing the State’s chief electoral 
officer, police and the repre¬ 
sentatives of various politi¬ 
cal parties, an official state¬ 
ment said. 

The Commission will 
meet political parties on 
Wednesday, it added. 


bribes has created a massive 
impact on the peoples 
mind,” Mr. Tomar said. 

The Union Minister also 
mentioned that farmers are 
benefiting from various cen¬ 
tral schemes including 
?6,000 annual income sup¬ 
port under the central 
scheme PM-KISAN. 

Since Haryana contri¬ 
butes significantly to the 
armed forces, people have 
welcomed the Centre’s deci¬ 
sion to abrogate the Article 
370, which gave special sta¬ 
tus to Jammu and Kashmir, 
he added. 

In the last Assembly polls, 
the BJP had won 47 seats 
with 33.2% vote share. 
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Haryana on the hustings 

A buoyed BJP takes on an opposition in disarray. Will it beat back anti-incumbency? 


KEY NUMBERS 

• Voting for the 
90-member Haryana 
Assembly is slated for 
October 21 in a single¬ 
phase election, for which 
a total of 1,168 candidates 
are in the fray. The counting 
of votes will take place on 
October 24. The term of the 
present Haryana Assembly 
ends on November 2. 


• Around 1.83 crore 

voters, including 
1.07 lakh service 
voters, would 
exercise their right 
to franchise in the 
polls. As many as 
3.64 lakh voters of 
the 18-19 age group 
are eligible to cast 
their votes. 


Total stations: 19,442; 
Urban areas: 13,931 
Rural areas: 5,511 


ELLENABAD Former Leader 
Opposition and MLA Abhay 
Chautala is the INLD's candidate 
from Ellenabad. The BJP has 
fielded Pawan Beniwal while 
the Congress has announced 
Bharat Singh Beniwal as its 
candidate. 


ADAM PUR MLA Kuldeep Bishnoi is 

trying his luck from Adampur seat again as 
a Congress candidate where the BJP has 
nominated TV artist Sonali Phogat as its 
candidate. 


BADHRA 

JJP's Naina | 

Chautala 

is fighting 
from Badhra 
constituency where 
she will square off with 
former Chief Minister 
Bansi Lai's son, Ranbir 
Singh Mahendra. 


TOSHAM MLA 
Kiran Choudhry ( 

is contesting 
as the Congress 
candidate from 
her traditional seat of 
Tosham. The BJP has fielded 
Shashiranjan Parmar in a bid 
to wrest the seat from her. 
The INLD has fielded 
Kamla Rani. 


MAHENDRAGARH 

Education 
Minister Ram 
Bilas Sharma 
is the BJP's 
candidate 
here and is in 
a direct fight with the 
Congress’ Rao Daan 
Singh. 


UCHANAKALAN Former 
MP Dushyant Chautala 

is again in the fray from / 

Uchana Kalan seat 
as the JJP candidate. 

He will take on sitting 
BJP MLA Prem Lata, wife 
of former Union Minister Birendra 
Chaudhary. The Congress has fielded 
Bala ram Katwal. 


GOHANA Former BJP 
MP Raj Kumar Saini, 
who floated his own 
Loktantra Suraksha 
Party, is fighting from 
Gohana constituency in Sonipat 
where he will lock horns with sitting 
Congress MLA Jagbir Malik and BJP's 
Tirth Singh Rana. 


GARHI SAMPLA-KILOI Former /M ' 
Chief Minister Bhupinder / 

Singh Hooda of the Congress ^ If- 
is contesting again from Garhi y f ^ \ 
Sampla-Kiloi seat. The BJP has p 

fielded Satish Nandal while the JJP's 
Sandeep Hooda is also in the fray. 


76.5% 

voter turnout in 
2014 Assembly 
polls 


’IN 


KARNAL Chief 

Minister Manohar Lai 
of the ruling BJP is 
contesting from Karnal 
seat for the second 
time. The Jannayak Janta Party has 
fielded constable Tej Bahadur Yadav, 
who was sacked from the BSF in 2017 
for uploaded a video on social media 
complaining about the food served to 
the troops. The Congress has fielded 
Tarlochan Singh, former Chairman of 
Haryana Minority Commission. 


BIG FIGHTS 


PANCHKULA Former 
Deputy Chief Minister 

Chander Mohan is 

fighting from Panchkula 
seat where he is in a straight 
fight with BJP MLA Gyan 
Chand Gupta. 


KAITHAL MLA and former 
Minister Randeep Singh 
Surjewala is contesting 
as Congress candidate 
from Kaithal, where the 
BJP has fielded Lila Ram 
Gurjar against him in a direct 
fight. The INLD has fielded 
Anil Tanwar. 


Uttarakhand 
BJP expels 
four workers 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

DEHRADUN 

Uttarakhand BJP on Tues¬ 
day expelled four workers 
and office-bearers for 
working against party-sup- 
ported nominees in the on¬ 
going panchayat polls in 
the State. Party’s State unit 
general secretary Rajendra 
Bhandari issued the letter 
expelling four more party 
functionaries on the direc¬ 
tion of the State BJP 
president. 

Total 94 

Dehradun district BJP Ma- 
hila Morcha president 
Maya Pant was among 
those expelled on Tuesday. 
This takes the total number 
of party workers expelled 
by the BJP for anti-party ac¬ 
tivities so far to 94, State 
BJP media in-charge De- 
vendra Bhasin said. 

State BJP president and 
Nainital MP Mr. Bhatt had 
said discipline is the par¬ 
ty’s topmost priority and 
those who breach it will be 
dealt with sternly. 

The party has served a 
notice to its Raipur MLA 
Umesh Sharma Kau and 
sought an explanation 
within three days. Mr. Kau 
was served a notice on Oc¬ 
tober 6 after an audio clip 
went viral in which he was 
heard purportedly asking 
for votes for an Indepen¬ 
dent candidate. 


BJP youth leader to take on Cong, veteran 

Congress leader has not done much for Jhabua’s tribals, alleges Bhanu Bhuria 


FIR not lodged days after death ^J n ® uder 

° J handed over 

in custody over power bill to police 


SIDHA RTH YADAV 

BHOPAL 

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
has placed its bet on political 
greenhorn Bhanu Bhuria to 
throw a challenge for vete¬ 
ran Kantilal Bhuria in the 
Jhabua by-election, in a bid 
to halt the Congress waltz 
barely two steps away from a 
majority in the Madhya Pra¬ 
desh Vidhan Sabha. 

The 10-month tenure of 
the Congress government 
has laid bare the party’s 
competing power centres, 
which were cobbled up for 
convenience to shore up the 
government the party se¬ 
cured after 15 years. And 
now, an implosion within 
the State unit seems impend¬ 
ing. 

Farmer distress 

BJP’s Bhanu Bhuria, 36, 
plans to take on five-time MP 
and former Union Minister 
Kantilal Bhuria, 69, by rak¬ 
ing up festering fault lines 
within the State Congress, 
farmer distress, shoddy 
flood relief and loan waiver 
in the State, ahead of the 
contest on October 21. 

BSF spots two 
drones in 
Punjab 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

FEROZEPUR 

The Border Security Force 
on Tuesday sighted two 
high-flying drones along 
Punjab’s Hussainiwala sec¬ 
tor, days after police reco¬ 
vered Pakistani drones 
used to air-drop arms and 
ammunition in border 
areas of the State. The BSF 
personnel sighted a drone 
four times on the Pakistani 
side, while once it was seen 
almost a km inside the In¬ 
dian territory near the HK 
tower border outpost, a 
BSF official said. 

He said another drone 
was seen near Basti Ram 
Lai border outpost on the 
Pakistani side. While going 
back, the light and sound of 
the drone went off and it 
vanished within no time, he 
said. 

Sources said that the 
troops have been asked to 
keep an eye on such deve¬ 
lopments. The BSF has also 
started sensitising the bor¬ 
der area residents to inform 
the police or BSF authori¬ 
ties if they spot anything 
unusual near the zero line. 


Brijpal Maurya was picked up by revenue officials in Budaun 



Bhanu Bhuria. ■ 


“Despite being a tall lead¬ 
er, he couldn’t get any 
scheme for the region’s poor 
tribals when he was a Minis¬ 
ter at the Centre and the 
State,” Mr. Bhanu, district 
president of the Bharatiya Ja¬ 
nata Yuva Morcha, told The 
Hindu. 

The by-election became 
imminent after BJP MLA G.S. 
Damor wrested the Congress 
bastion of Ratlam in the Lok 
Sabha election. In both the 
Vidhan Sabha and the Lok 
Sabha elections, he embar¬ 
rassed the Congress Bhurias 
- first Vikrant, and then fath¬ 
er Kantilal. 

A win in the by-election 
could take the Congress just 



Kantilal Bhuria. ■ 


a step away from the majori¬ 
ty mark of 116 in the 230- 
member House. Further¬ 
more, it will help it ward off 
the persisting BJP offensive 
calling out its supposed mi¬ 
nority in the Assembly. Mr. 
Damor’s resignation brought 
down the BJP’s tally to 108. 

“The youth have under¬ 
stood the Congress ploy of 
making false promises,” said 
Mr. Bhanu, whose sway in 
the Ranapur and Kalyanpur 
rural areas may help the BJP 
tide over the Congress stran¬ 
glehold on villages. 

Recently, the BJP turned 
the campaign pitch shriller 
with Leader of the Opposi¬ 
tion Gopal Bhargava terming 


by be-election a contest bet¬ 
ween India and Pakistan. 

Playing it safe, the BJP has 
dropped Bhopal MP Pragya 
Thakur from the list of star 
campaigners. And the Con¬ 
gress has stabled State Minis¬ 
ter Umang Singhar and Jyoti- 
raditya Scindia loyalists, 
although 40 leaders, includ¬ 
ing party interim president 
Sonia Gandhi and leader Ra¬ 
hul Gandhi and 10 State Mi¬ 
nisters, are slated to lead the 
campaign trail. 

Mr. Singhar had earlier 
made the Congress nervous 
by accusing former Chief Mi¬ 
nister Digvijaya Singh of try¬ 
ing to destabilise the State 
government. Despite his 
popularity among the Bhil 
tribe, Mr. Singhar has been 
given a short shrift. His aunt, 
Jamuna Devi, a former Depu¬ 
ty CM, galvanised tribals for 
the Congress. 

Meanwhile, Jai Adivasi Yu¬ 
va Shakti, on organisation of 
tribal youth, has announced 
its support for the Congress. 
And even ticket expectant 
and former MLA Javier Med- 
ha has pledged support for 
Mr. Kantilal. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GHAZIABAD 

It has been six days since 
Brijpal Maurya fell in the re¬ 
venue jail of Sahaswan in Bu¬ 
daun district and subse¬ 
quently died during 
treatment, but an FIR is yet 
to be lodged against officials 
responsible for his ill-treat¬ 
ment during custody, al¬ 
leged his brother Mahesh 
Maurya. 

The police confirmed that 
an FIR had not been lodged 
but a magisterial inquiry was 
under way. 

‘Mistaken identity’ 

In his complaint to the pol¬ 
ice, Mr. Mahesh said his 40- 
year-old brother, who 
worked as a distributor of 
Ayurvedic medicines, was 
picked up by revenue offi¬ 
cials on September 23 from 
his village Zarifnagar Durg- 
pur for non-payment of a 
power bill of ^81,497 against 
his shop. He told The Hindu 
over the phone that the shop 
didn’t belong to his brother 


and it was a case of ‘mista¬ 
ken identity’. 

“Even if he was in the 
wrong, he was not supposed 
to be kept in custody for 11 
days and ill-treated. He was 
dragged by the revenue offi¬ 
cials to the police vehicle 
like a hardened criminal. 
When he told us he was not 
feeling well in custody, we 
pleaded to the district offi¬ 
cials and local MP Sanghami- 
tra Maurya but nobody 
came forward to help us. We 
were not told when he was 
being taken to the hospital; 
we were informed after he 
passed away,” he claimed. 

He also underlined that a 
video of his brother surfaced 
after his death, in which he 
explained how he was being 
framed. 

“The administration is 
creating pressure on us to ar¬ 
rive at a compromise,” said 
Mr. Mahesh, adding that the 
family would approach the 
judiciary if they didn’t get a 
“just” response from the lo¬ 
cal administration. 


Ashok Kumar Tripathi, 
SSP, Budaun, confirmed that 
an FIR has not been regis¬ 
tered but reminded that a 
magisterial inquiry has been 
ordered by the District Ma¬ 
gistrate. “The post-mortem 
report says that the cause of 
death could not be ascer¬ 
tained,” said Mr. Tripathi. 

Political gain 

Political parties have 
jumped into the fray. The 
Congress and Samajwadi 
Party have linked the case to 
the increase in electricity ta¬ 
riff in the State. Congress 
general secretary Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra tweeted in 
support of Brijpal Maurya 
and former Samajwadi Party 
MP from Budaun, Dharmen- 
dra Yadav visited the decea¬ 
sed’s family. “We are de¬ 
manding adequate 

compensation for the family 
and if the FIR is not regis¬ 
tered, we will sit on an inde¬ 
finite fast from Wednesday,” 
said Shaft Ahmed, president. 
Youth Congress, Budaun. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

JAMMU 

A 41-year-old Pakistani na¬ 
tional, who was arrested by 
the Border Security Force 
personnel along the Inter¬ 
national Border, was on 
Tuesday handed over to 
police in R.S. Pura sector 
here for further question¬ 
ing, officials said. 

Hasnain Farooq, a resi¬ 
dent of Goharpur village of 
Sialkot in Pakistan’s Punjab, 
was arrested while he was 
trying to sneak into this 
side from across the border 
Monday evening. 

The officials said he was 
noticed moving near the 
fence in the Nawa Pind bor¬ 
der outpost area of R.S. Pu¬ 
ra at 7.15 p.m. and was ar¬ 
rested. No incriminating 
material was recovered 
from him, they said. Farooq 
claimed he was working as 
a salesman at a shop in Sial¬ 
kot and wanted to come to 
this side for a better living, 
they said. This is the third 
Pakistani intruder to be ar¬ 
rested along the border in 
Jammu in the last 17 days. 

DELHI HCTimings 


Irregularities in welfare measures for workers 

Agents demand bribes, block approvals for eligible labourers, allege workers 



Social activist and MKSS member Nikhil Dey at a 'Jan Sunwai' 
in Beawar over the weekend, -special arrangement. 


MOHA MMED IQBAL 

JAIPUR 

A 10-day-long social audit of 
welfare measures of the 
Building and Other Con¬ 
struction Workers’ Board in 
Ajmer district’s Beawar 
block has revealed irregular¬ 
ities by a vast network of 
agents and e-mitra centres 
operating in the region. The 
agents, who get the applica¬ 
tions passed in the Labour 
Department, allegedly de¬ 
mand huge commissions 
and block the approvals for 
eligible labourers. 

Public hearing 

Construction workers nar¬ 
rated the instances of cor¬ 
ruption and harassment in 
the system and recounted 
their experiences at a ‘Jan 
Sunwai’ (public hearing) or¬ 
ganised in Beawar on Sun¬ 
day after the conclusion of 
social audit. 

Activists of Mazdoor Kisan 
Shakti Sangathan (MKSS) 
and Labour Department’s of¬ 
ficers were present at the 
event. 

The construction workers 
said they were deprived of 


the benefits of welfare 
schemes if they did not pay 
commission to the agents. 
The applications of labour¬ 
ers applying for various 
works through e-mitra 
centres were mostly 
rejected. 

Some of the workers al¬ 
leged that the Labour De¬ 
partment’s officials had ap¬ 
proached them at their 
homes demanding bribe for 
approving their applications 
for children’s scholarships, 
Shubh Shakti Scheme and 
social security death bene¬ 
fits for survivors. 


The social audit teams 
met a total of 1,370 families 
in Beawar block during the 
exercise and verified 509 ap¬ 
plications for registration 
and 829 applications for va¬ 
rious schemes. They found 
large-scale irregularities in 
both the categories. 

Most Backward Class 

The nomadic Gadia Lohar 
community, categorised as a 
Most Backward Class in Ra¬ 
jasthan, faces difficulty in 
getting the benefits of 
schemes because most of its 
members do their own work 


and are unable to get the em¬ 
ployer’s certificate. 

The community members 
said their children were un¬ 
able to go to schools and get 
scholarships. 

Social activists attending 
the public hearing said the 
BOCW Board should be 
made more transparent and 
efficient and steps be taken 
to carry its welfare compo¬ 
nent to the intended benefi¬ 
ciaries with a higher success 
rate. 

Gandhian leader Sudar- 
shan Iyengar said the Gram 
Sabhas could play an impor¬ 
tant role in this task. 

While MKSS founder Aru- 
na Roy said the government 
officials should take care of 
“Mahatma Gandhi’s last 
man” during his 150th birth 
anniversary celebrations, 
Board’s joint secretary Pa- 
tanjali Bhu assured the gath¬ 
ering that the e-mitra 
centres charging commis¬ 
sions would be blocked and 
cases would be registered 
against them. 

He said the Board would 
conduct social audit in other 
districts as well. 


‘Will have Congress-free 
Rajasthan after 2023’ 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

JAIPUR 

Newly appointed Rajasthan 
BJP president Satish Poonia 
on Tuesday said the State will 
be “freed” from the Congress 
after 2023 and it will become 
an “invincible fortress” of 
the BJP. Targeting the Con¬ 
gress government, he said it 
has “betrayed” the people of 
the State in its 10-month rule. 

The next Assembly elec¬ 
tions in Rajasthan are sche¬ 
duled in 2023. 

Addressing the party 
workers after formally taking 
over the charge as the State 
president, Mr. Poonia ex¬ 
horted them to work hard for 



Satish Poonia. -filephoto 


the BJP’s “mission Congress- 
free Rajasthan”. 

He claimed that anti-in¬ 
cumbency has started deve¬ 
loping against the Congress 
in the State as it has “failed” 
to deliver. 
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Delhi Weather 

max min 

Delhi City 


32 22 

Safdarjang 


32 22 

Palam 


32 22 


Delhi Palam Today 

33°C A hazy and pleasant 
morning turns warm day with 
partly cloudy sky. 


Delhi Palam Tomorrow 
34°C Haze/mist during 
pleasant morning. Day will 
warm with sunny sky. 


© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019 
All rights reserved. 
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Four missing after hydro 
project pipeline bursts 

Incident happened in Assam’s Dima Hasao district 


Stop exclusion from Sixth 
Schedule: Meghalaya tribes 

‘It will deprive some of the STs of their constitutional rights’ 


?2 lakh for kin 
ofMaldaboat 
capsize victims 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

MALDA (WEST BENGAL) 

The West Bengal govern¬ 
ment on Tuesday handed 
over an exgratia amount of 
t2 lakh each to the families 
of the six persons from Mal- 
da district who died at a re¬ 
cent boat capsize in the Ma- 
hananda river. 

State Minister Md. Ghu- 
lam Rabbani handed over 
the cheques to the kin of 
the deceased at Chanchol. 
Nine people had died in the 
boat capsize in the river 
bordering West Bengal and 
Bihar on October 3. 

The incident happened 
when over 80 people were 
being ferried across the 
river. 

While six of the nine de¬ 
ceased were from Malda’s 
Chanchol, one was from 
Itahar in Uttar Dinajpur dis¬ 
trict and two were from Bi¬ 
har. Malda District Magis¬ 
trate and others were 
present during the handing 
over of the cheques. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

At least four persons went 
missing after a tunnel pipe¬ 
line of a public sector hy¬ 
droelectric project in cen¬ 
tral Assam’s Dima Hasao 
district burst early on Mon¬ 
day morning. 

The 275-MW Kopili hy¬ 
droelectric project at Um- 
rangso was the first that the 
North Eastern Electric Pow¬ 
er Corporation (NEEPCO) 
undertook after it was 
formed in 1976. 

Deafening sound 

District officials said the 
burst led to massive flood¬ 
ing at the power project site 
and in other parts of Um- 
rangso. 

The damage is yet to be 
assessed. 

A NEEPCO spokesperson 
said there was a deafening 


A National Disaster 
Response Force 
team has been 
deployed but the 
search has been 
affected by the 
high level of water 
of the Kopili river 

R. PHUKAN 

Assam Disaster Management Authority 
officer 

sound as the tunnel carry¬ 
ing water at 12,000 litres 
per second from the corpo¬ 
ration’s reservoir to the 
project site gave way lead¬ 
ing to a water fountain 
more than a 100 -foot-high. 

Three of the missing 
technicians were identified 
as NEEPCO employees 
while the fourth was en¬ 
gaged by a firm involved in 
tunnel repair work. They 
have been identified as Rob¬ 
ert Baite, Prempal Balmiki, 


Joy Sing Tissue and Raju 
Reddy, officials said 

“A National Disaster Res¬ 
ponse Force team has been 
deployed but the search has 
been affected by the high le¬ 
vel of water of the Kopili riv¬ 
er. We have also sought 
help from an Assam Rifles 
unit posted nearby,” said R. 
Phulcan, project officer of 
the Assam State Disaster 
Management Authority. 

After the accident, NEEP¬ 
CO opened all the gates of 
the reservoir to release ex¬ 
cess water and reduce the 
pressure. 

Some rescued 

A few more people, stuck at 
different locations of the 
project area, were rescued. 

A high-level Central team 
is arriving to probe the acci¬ 
dent. 

(With PTI inputs) 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

Organisations representing 
five minor tribes in Megha¬ 
laya have asked Chief Minis¬ 
ter Conrad K. Sangma to in¬ 
tervene in the move to 
exclude them from the pro¬ 
visions of the Sixth Schedule 
of the Constitution. 

The five minor tribes - Bo- 
do-Kachari, Hajong, Koch, 
Mann and Rabha - are 
clubbed as “unrepresented 
tribes” for nomination in 
Meghalaya’s autonomous tri¬ 
bal councils. These councils 
are in the names of Garo, 
Jaintia and Khasi, the State’s 
three major matrilineal 
communities. 

Special provisions 

Parts or the whole of four 
Northeastern States - Assam, 
Meghalaya, Mizoram and 
Tripura - fall under the Sixth 



Conrad K. Sangma 


Schedule, which makes spe¬ 
cial provisions for “tribal 
areas”. 

On September 26, a sub¬ 
committee on the amend¬ 
ment to the Sixth Schedule 
constituted by the State go¬ 
vernment decided to recom¬ 
mend to the Standing Com¬ 
mittee of Parliament the 
removal of the word “unre¬ 
presented tribes” from the 
amended special provision. 

“The Constitution of India 


says that the Sixth Schedule 
is specially meant for the 
welfare and advancement of 
the Scheduled Tribes, but 
the proposed amendment 
will deprive some of the STs 
of their constitutional rights 
in the district councils,” the 
Meghalaya Hajong Welfare 
Association said in its appeal 
to Mr. Sangma. 

The association said it was 
also speaking on behalf of or¬ 
ganisations of the other com¬ 
munities such as Meghalaya 
Koch Association, Megha¬ 
laya Rabha Jatio Sewa Sang- 
ha, All Bodo Students Union, 
Bodo Sahitya Sabha, All 
Meghalaya Mann Welfare So¬ 
ciety, Hajong Students’ Un¬ 
ion and All Rabha Students 
Union of Meghalaya. 

The MHWA asked former 
CM and Congress leader Mu- 
kul Sangma to clarify on the 
issue. 


Brus criticise 
Mizoram over 
repatriation 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

AIZAWL 

Six organisations in as many 
relief camps in North Tripu¬ 
ra district on Tuesday criti¬ 
cised the Mizoram govern¬ 
ment for carrying out the 
ninth round of Bru repatria¬ 
tion “without accepting the 
demands” of the inmates of 
the relief camps. It is sche¬ 
duled to continue till No¬ 
vember 30. In the ninth 
round, termed as the “final” 
one, altogether 4,447 Bru fa¬ 
milies, lodged in six camps 
in Tripura, are scheduled to 
return to the neighbouring 
State from where they had 
fled since 1997. A joint press 
statement slammed the Miz¬ 
oram government for send¬ 
ing vehicles to Tripura even 
after three Bru bodies sub¬ 
mitted a memorandum to 
the State’s Home Minister 
requesting him not to do so 
as the refugees would be un¬ 
able to return to Mizoram 
until their demands were 
met. 
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Prelims 2020 

Are you ready for the challenge? 


An in-depth discussion of strategy 

By Dr. Abhishek Kumar 
Tomorrow, 10 th OCTOBER at 4 PM 


Key points of discussion 

• What does analysis of last 
10 years tell about Prelim? 

• What are the essential areas 
and sources to cover for 
securing Prelims 2020? 

• A step-by-step approach to 
manage Current Affairs. 

• A detailed and practical 
study and test plan for 
Prelims 2020. 


Course for 
Prelim 2020 
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Completion date 
15 February 2020 
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10 Mock Tests) 
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who have qualified Bihar Judiciary Mains 2019. 
For free mock interview preparation session kindly 
register yourself at 

Ambition Law Institute, Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given to the public at large 
that Clix Housing Finance Private Limited is 
going to create mortgage over property being 
situated at UPPER GROUND FLOOR, 
WITHOUT ROOF TERRACE RIGHTS, 
PROPERTY NO. PLOT NO 36 A, KHASRA 
NO 574, MOHAN GARDEN, D-BLOCK, 
UTTAM NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110059. 
(AREA MEASURING 119.57 SQ.MTRS) and 
bounded by EAST: PLOT NO-36B., 
WEST:LANE 10FT., NORTH: PLOTNO.36., 
SOUTH:ROAD 41.3 FEET, belonging to Mr. 
Sushil Kumar and Mr. Surinder Yadav and 
who executed sale agreement in favour of 
Sh. Manish Bamhotra & Smt. Deepali 
Bamhotra (as claimed). In case if any 
person/Financial Institute/Bank/Authority/ 
Board or any other entity having objection/ 
contingent or vested interest over the same 
may contact our advocate Mr. Avnish Shukla 
within 7 days of this publication eitherthrough 
his Ph. No. 011-42603366 or visit his office at 
Chamber No-419, Block-E, Karkardooma 
Court, Delhi-32. It may be further noted that 
after lapse of aforesaid period no claim in any 
manner shall be entertained and same will be 
considered as waived or abandoned. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

My client Smt. Kusum W/o Sh. Vikas Kumar 
R/o H.No. 131, Street No. 1, Village Gamri, 
Bhajanpura, Delhi-110053, is the sole owner 
of Plot No. D-30, Old No. D-1, Khasra No. 
415, Block D, Ghonda Gujran Khadar, 
Sanjay Mohalla, Main Dispensary Road, 
Bhajanpura, Shahadara, Delhi-110053, 
(admeasuring 80 sq. yards) vide gift deed 
(D.No.1336 dated 18.07.2019) by Mrs. 
Khelbati Mrs. Khbati became the owner of 
the property vide GPA dated 20.05.1988 by 
Beg Raj who became owner vide GPA dated 
06.05.1987 executed by Mr. Jagat Singh. 
My above named client Smt. Kusum 
solemnly declare that the said property 
is free from all registered encumbrances 
and there is no legal dispute whatsoever 
in this property. If anyone is having 
objection on the same, contact Harkesh 
Nishadra, Advocate (9871856716 or 
harkeshnishraj@gmail.com) with 7 days of 
this publication.Harkesh Nishadra, Advocate 
_ EN.NO. D-910/09 


Nilkamal Limited, 

Survey Number 354/2&3, Near Rakholi 
Bridge Silvassa Khanvel Road, Vasona, 
Silvassa-395230 UTofD&NH 

NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given that the certificate for 
the undermined securities of the company 
has been lost and the holder of the said 
securities has applied to the company to 
issue duplicate certificate, Any person who 
has a claim in respect of the said securities 
should lodge such claims with the company 
at its registered office within 15 days of this 
date, else the company will proceed to issue 
duplicate certificate without further 
intimation. 

Name of holder- Darshan Sood, Mohinder 
Singh Sood, Shares Face value- Rs 10, No 
of securities- 200, Distinctive number- 

From 2278701 to 2278800, And 4867715 to 
4867814 

Place: New Delhi. ~ ._ c _, 

Date: Sept 2019, Darshan bood 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


Shri Chatrapati Shivaj 
Maharaj Memorial 
National Committee 


Annual General Body Meeting 
of the society will be held on 
Thursday 31st October, 2019 
at 1300 hrs. at Shivaji Library, 
Shivaji Park (old Minto Bridge) 
New Delhi-1 1 0001. All 
Members are requested to 
attend the same. 


GEOGRAPHY OPTIONAL-2020,WWW.RAJENDR 

AIAS.COM ,Know Quality the BEST, 
Nr. KB Metro Stn.,FREE Demo, 
9990347969 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


This 15 to intom all ihe Ps&Jic EnJtaflee(&l 
of License no. 17 cl 2013 dated 
17.04.2013 besftg graded by Director 
General. Town ana CaistfTy Pining. 
Haryana in ihg name (d M/$ Value 
Buitecon Pvt. Ltd.. M/s Welfare 
DAvetefHrs Pvt Lid Cte Mte Sahefe 
Enterprises Pirt. Ltd for deve^opmerd or 
commercial colony m the land measuring 
3.437S acres rr, the revenue estate of 

Sedter-104. Gurugrem- Urt*n 

Ctthpfex, Gurugram Ka.'yena. 

This to bring to ihe knowtetige ol #1 
public/ aSotteefc) ol Hie License no 17 of 
2013 deled 17,04.2013 lhal Director, 
Town and Counlry Planraig Haryana has 
granted * 1 - principal approval fur change 
or Developer in favor of M's Orbit 
ihlenTiabcs Pvl. Ud. in respeti In the 
afoneLicense w 17 oi 2013 dated 
17.04.Z0ia Vide Mem* No, LC^ 
234E. : A£s11 /(AX) J019/16Z19 deled 
06 07 7019 

Objedtoifsl. rf any fton any of Ihe pubbc/ 
allotteefe) to the proposed change of 
developer m Ihe License no. 17 at Mil 
dated IT 04 2CH3 can be submitted an 
office of the Senior Town Planner, 
Gufugiam, Haryana wilhm in 30 days 
from ttw isteu« orthis notice 
For Orbit Informatics Pvt. Ltd 
Hem a K ash yap 
Authorised Siyi 
Date- OS Oct. 2Q19 
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SITUATION VACANT 


GENERAL 


ALL INDIA PRIVATE SCHOOLS ASSOCIATION 

Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005 

REQUIRES IN ALL THE STATES OF INDIA 


PRINCIPALS,TEACHERS & 
CO-ORDINATORS 

(Part / Full Time (Retired) for all subjects) 


COMMUNICATIVE 
ENGLISH TEACHERS 


SOFTWARE ENGINEER FOR 
WER RESIGNING &ERP 


Send Resume to; Director AKSFPSA, 
Palarivattom P.0, Cochin-682025, Kerala. 
Email: allindiaprivateschools@gmail.com 


9446006641, 7012403800 


MARKETING 


SALES MANAGER - IMFL The Com¬ 
pany is looking for a young, result ori¬ 
ented Sales Manager, based in Chen¬ 
nai for liaisoning with Distributors & 
monitoring the sales of Company’s Li¬ 
quor brands in Tamil Nadu, Puducher¬ 
ry & Andamans. Persons already 
working in the Alcohol Trade will only 
be considered. Interested applicants 
send their CV to National Industrial 
Corporation Pvt Ltd, Email: rajkumar- 
singha@nicol.in, Ph: 09740524108 


LEGAL NOTICE 


M.V.C No.807/2018 

IN THE COURT OFTHE HON'BLE III 
ADDNL. SENIOR CIVIL JUDGE & 
M.A.C.T. DHARWAD, AT:DHARWAD. 
Petitioner: Devendra S/o Pundalik 
Navalagi 
V/s 

Respondents: Sunil S/o Jogindar Singh 
(Ori. Resp. No.l) Age: about 50 yrs, 
Occ: Business, R/o VPO NONAND, 
Dist. Rohtak, State: Haryana-124001 
(Owner of lorry No.HR-46/C-9445) 


SUMMONS OFTHE CLAIM PETITION 


WHEREAS, the above named 
petitioner has instituted a claim petition 
against you i.e, Resp. No.l and another, 
you are hereby summoned to appear in 
this court in person or by a pleader duly 
instructed and able to answer all material 
questions relating to the petition on this 
30th day of October 2019 at 11.00 am 
to answer the liability of claim and as the 
day fixed foryourappearance. 

Take notice that, in default of your 
appearance on the day afore mentioned, 
the petition will be heard and determined 
in your absence. 

Given under my hand and seal of 
the court this 12th day of Sept. 2019. 

© By order of Court 
Sd/- Sheristedar 
Prl. Senior Civil Judge 
and CJM Court, Dharwad. 


(S.S.Yadavatti) 
Advocate for Petitioner 


Dharwad 


12.09.2019 


THEHitHHINDU 

DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy 
themselves about the veracity of an advertisement before responding to any published in 
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, 
does not vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement or advertiser or for any of the 
advertiser's products and/or services. In no event can the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Ed¬ 
itor, Director/s, Employees of this newspaper/company be held responsible/liable in any 
manner whatsoever for any claims and/or damages for advertisements in this newspaper. | 
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A GREETING TO REMEMBER 

Be it an anniversary, a birthday, an academic 
accomplishment or even a promotion. Now you can 
surprise your loved ones by wishing them on 

CLASSIFIEDS 


For more details, email: classifiedscustomercare@thehindu.co.in 
Contact Toll Free Number: 180030700404 
For Placing Advertisements Online, Log on to www.thehinduads.com 
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INTERVIEW | PRITHVIRAJ CHAV AN 

‘An ugly display of money, muscle power’ 


The former CM on the BJP’s ‘systematic destruction’ of the system and bringing new faces into Cong. 



ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

Campaigning in Karad South Assembly segment in Satara 
district, former chief minister Prithviraj Chavan is fighting a 
lone battle. All his trusted aides - there were few to begin with 
- have left the Congress either for the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) or the Shiv Sena. In a triangular fight, he is pitted 
against Atul Bhosle of the BJP, an education and sugar baron, 
and independent candidate Udaysinh Patil, son of Mr. Cha- 
van’s arch rival, former MLA Vilaskalca Undallcar-Patil. In a 
conversation with The Hindu on the campaign trail, Mr. Cha¬ 
van talks about how the lure of money has overpowered loyal¬ 
ties, why Congress leaders are unable to set a poll agenda and 
how former prime minister Manmohan Singh advised him 
not to snatch scientists’glory after Chandrayaan I. 


You seem to be 
concentrating solely on your 
seat. Are you facing a tough 
battle on your home turf? 

■ What you are seeing today 
in western Maharashtra is an 
ugly display of money and 
muscle power by the BJP. 
The people who were with 
us are suddenly going to the 
other camp. It is turning into 
a joke now. Even the voters 
are realising that those who 
are shifting loyalties are do¬ 
ing it for the sake of money 
or under some threat. I am 
facing difficulties as well due 
to this. But I have not lost 
touch with my constituency 
in the last five years and I am 
confident that despite all the 
talk, I will win. 

Why are so many people 
leaving Congress and NCP? 


■ I will limit myself to west¬ 
ern Maharashtra. Loyalty to 
a party or an ideology is ra¬ 
pidly becoming a thing of the 
past. What the BJP is doing is 
systematic destruction of de¬ 
mocratic and constitutional 
values with a sin¬ 
gle aim of elim¬ 
inating the 
opposition 
completely. 

It aims at 
one party 
dictatorship. 

The amount 
of money 
that is being 
spent is 
un¬ 


imaginable. It is extremely 
difficult to match and natu¬ 
rally, this will lead to politics 
being limited to a certain 
few. 

Will the old guard quitting 
the party mean that new 
faces are given 
opportunities of 
importance? 

■ Yes, new leadership will 
come. But it will take time. It 
cannot happen overnight. 
We have to face the brunt of 
this systematic destruction 
of political system by the BJP 
till then. 

The BJP is trying to make 
Article 370 an election issue 
in Maharashtra. Do you 
think the State polls will 
revolve around it? 

■ The BJP wants it to hap¬ 
pen and I am sure that 
once [Prime Minister Na- 
rendra] Modi and [BJP 
national president 
Amit] Shah start ad¬ 
dressing ral- 


Dr. Singh told me 
that it is the 
scientists of ISRO 
who should get all 
the fame and 
limelight, not us 


lies, they will rake up this is¬ 
sue. But I do not think that 
Article 370 is an election is¬ 
sue any more in western 
Maharashtra. The polls are 
about ground issues, such as 
sugar cane price from mills. 
These are State polls. We are 
fighting on State issues. 


There are issues like 
unemployment, economic 
slowdown and the agrarian 
crisis. But the BJP does not 
seem to be suffering 
electorally. Is the 
Opposition unable to 
provide a credible 
alternative? 


■ The same farmers who are 
suffering due to the destruc¬ 
tion of the rural economy are 
voting for the BJP. That’s the 
reality. The urban voter is yet 
to realise the dangers and fu¬ 
ture implications of the eco¬ 
nomic slowdown. At the 
same time, voters’ at¬ 
tention is being 
diverted using 
issues such 
as Balakot, 
like it hap¬ 
pened in Lok 
Sabha polls. 
Scientific 
achievements 
like Chan¬ 
drayaan are 
painted in diffe¬ 
rent colours and 
[turned into] PR 
events. I remember 


when Dr. Manmohan Singh 
was the prime minister and I 
was handling the PM Office, 
Chandrayaan I was success¬ 
fully launched. Dr. Singh 
stopped me from going to 
the ISRO headquarters. He 
told me it is the scientists of 
ISRO who should get all the 
fame and limelight, not us. 
Look, where we have come 
now. 

The Maharashtra Congress 
seems to be in a dormant 
mode. It is neither raking up 
aggressive issues nor 
launching an impressive 
poll campaign. What has 
gone wrong? 

■ All our senior leaders are 
contesting elections. Be it 
me, Balasaheb Thorat, Ash- 
ok Chavan or Vijay Wadetti- 
war in Vidarbha - the exo¬ 
dus from our party isn’t a 
secret to anyone - every 
leader is being forced to car¬ 
ry out multiple responsibili¬ 
ties. The circumstances are 
extraordinary. One may feel 
that leaders are not seen on 
the front line. But I am sure 
that the real picture will be 
different on the day of poll 
results. 

The Supreme Court has 
given the go-ahead to 
prosecute Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis, which is 
an extremely rare case. How 
do you see it playing out? 

■ The apex court’s order 
proves that Fadnavis hid cri¬ 
minal cases. The trial is 
about whether he will face 
punishment or not. It is up to 
his conscience to take the 
next decision. 


Lawyer-activist is 
AAP’s candidate 
from Brahmapuri 

Paromita Goswami to take on Wadettiwar 


JYOTI SHELAR 

MUMBAI 

Paromita Goswami, a la¬ 
wyer and tribal rights acti¬ 
vist from Chandrapur, is 
now stepping into the elec¬ 
tion fray, as an Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) candidate from 
the Bhramapuri constituen¬ 
cy. 

A strong voice in support 
of prohibition, Ms. Goswami 
and her organisation, Shra- 
milc Elgar, had mobilised 
women from villages across 
Chandrapur district to de¬ 
mand a liquor ban. In 2015, 
Chandrapur became the 
third liquor-free district in 
the State, after Wardha and 
Gadchiroli. 

Today, women from the 
area, and organisations and 
activists from across the 
State reach out to her to dis¬ 
cuss the issue. “Women are 
reaching out to us saying 
that the government has al¬ 
lowed liquor shops to open 
at 8 a.m.. Can you imagine 
what kind of impact it must 
have on the women and eve¬ 
ryone else?” Ms. Goswami 
asks. 

An alumnus of the Tata 
Institute of Social Sciences 
in Mumbai and St. Xavier’s 
College in Kolkata, Ms. Gos¬ 
wami has been at the helm 
of Shramik Elgar for two de¬ 
cades. “We are not simply 
into tribal rights. We have 
been working on a lot of is¬ 
sues related to caste, tribes 
and gender,” she said. 

On what prompted her to 
jump into the electoral fray, 
she said, “After 20 years, we 



Paromita Goswami 


realised that many of our is¬ 
sues were not getting re¬ 
solved. The initial plan was 
to contest independently, 
but gradually AAP came into 
the picture.” 

The drought-stricken Vi¬ 
darbha has been reeling un¬ 
der farmers’ suicides, water 
scarcity and lack of health 
facilities. Ms. Goswami 
plans to focus on all the is¬ 
sues related to women in 
the tribal and rural belts as 
well as problems related to 
farmers and labourers. 

Ms. Goswami will contest 
against Congressman and 
Leader of Opposition Vijay 
Wadettiwar in his strong¬ 
hold. 

AAP’s national executive 
member Preeti Sharma Me- 
non said, “Mr. Wadettiwar is 
a compromised opposition 
member. Paromita ji has 
worked hard for the people 
in the area. We hope that 
her work will help in dismis¬ 
sing Mr. Wadettiwar and get 
votes for her,” she said. 


Spreading 
falsehoods is 
ideology of 
RSS: Congress 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

MUMBAI 

The Maharashtra unit of 
the Congress on Tuesday 
slammed Rashtriya 

Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
chief Mohan Bhagwat over 
his claims that the RSS had 
nothing do with the lynch- 
ings in the country and 
that there was no econom¬ 
ic slowdown. 

Those involved in inci¬ 
dents of lynching came 
from the RSS ideology, 
State Congress spokesper¬ 
son Sachin Sawant said in a 
statement here. 

“It is as much a lie to say 
that RSS has nothing to do 
with lynchings as it is a lie 
to say that RSS is a cultural 
organisation, is anti-cas- 
teist, pro-reservation and 
respects the Constitution 
and tricolour,” Mr. Sawant 
said. 

“Spreading falsehoods is 
the ideology of the Sangh 
Parivar,” the Congress 
leader alleged. 

Addressing the RSS’s Vi- 
jayadashmi rally in Nagpur 
on Tuesday morning, Mr. 
Bhagwat said it was wrong 
to use the term lynching in 
the Indian context. The 
term was being used to de¬ 
fame the country, he 
claimed. 

The RSS sarsanghchalak 
also said that there was no 
recession as the country’s 
economy was growing at 
the rate of 5%. “The coun¬ 
try is growing. But the 
world economy goes 
through a cycle, and at 
times it faces some hurdles 
that slow down the growth. 
Then it is called a slow¬ 
down,” he said. 



At Dussehra event, Uddhav 
promises sops, Ram temple 

Shiv Sena chief says party didn’t bow down to BJP 


Poll bugle: Shiv Sena chief Uddhav Thackeray addresses supporters at the Dasara Melava at 
Shivaji Park on Tuesday. ■ emmanual yogini 


TANVI DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

The Shiv Sena’s last annual 
Dussehra address before the 
Assembly elections saw the 
party announcing poll sops, 
including a loan waiver for 
farmers, full meals for HO 
and health check-ups for H. 

The rally was also marked 
by the party reiterating its 
promise of a Ram temple at 
Ayodhya, and Sena chief 
Uddhav Thackeray justifying 
his decision of allying with 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) for the polls. 

The party holds a ‘Dasara 
Melava’ (Dussehra gathering) 
at Shivaji Park, Dadar, every 
year. This year, with the As¬ 
sembly elections only weeks 
away, the party took the op¬ 
portunity to address its vo¬ 
ters and Shiv Sainiks. 

Party supporters were 
seen flocking to Shivaji Park 
wearing saffron caps, sashes, 
headbands, with some carry¬ 
ing pictures of Sena founder 
Bal Thackeray. The ground 
was moderately filled des¬ 
pite the humidity. The Sena 
also released a promotional 
song during the event. 

Sena MP Sanjay Raut said, 
“Very soon, you will see the 
next chief minister of Maha¬ 
rashtra sitting next to Udd- 
hav ji (referring to Aaditya 
Thackeray).” Aaditya has 
been fielded from Worli and 
the Sena is projecting him as 
a CM candidate. 


Mr. Thackeray, who ad¬ 
dressed the gathering 
dressed in a saffron kurta, 
said, “There are two Vijaya- 
dashamis this month: one is 
today and another on the 
24th (the day of the election 
results). The matter of the 
Ram temple at Ayodhya has 
been in court for 30-35 
years. The court will do jus¬ 
tice, but if something hap¬ 
pens otherwise, we will con¬ 
tinue our demand for a Ram 
temple. The Central govern¬ 
ment must ensure the tem¬ 
ple is built; it is a promise we 
have made to the people." 

The Sena chief further 
said, “People ask me why did 
I enter into an alliance with 
the BJP; people say the Shiv 
Sena bowed down. The Sena 
can never bow down in front 
of anyone except God. And 
had we not allied with the 
BJP, whom should we sup¬ 
port? The Congress, who 
says do not remove Article 
370 and remove sedition 
law? Instead, why not give a 
strong government by ally¬ 
ing with BJP?” 

Dig at Ajit Pawar 

He also took a dig at Nation¬ 
alist Congress Party (NCP) 
leader Ajit Pawar, referring 
to his comment from a few 
years ago about urinating in 
dried up dams. “Ajit Pawar 
cried the other day. He says 
the level of politics has fallen 
and I will go do farming. Do 


it, but how will you water 
your farm? (You mocked 
farmers) but don’t forget, 
farmers came to you for wa¬ 
ter with tears in their eyes,” 
Mr. Thackeray said. 

Promises galore 

Mr. Thackeray said the remo¬ 
val of Section 370 from Jam¬ 
mu & Kashmir was Bal 
Thackeray’s dream, and that 
the Sena supports removal of 
illegal immigrants from the 
country. 

Promising sops ahead of 
the elections, he said, “I will 
once again waive loans of 
farmers. We will provide full 
meals for HO. We will reduce 
power rates up to 300 units 
and provide health check-up 
for 11. In rural areas, schools 
are far from villages. We will 
ensure bus services in rural 
areas and ensure women’s 
safety.” 

Addressing unrest among 
party members over alloca¬ 
tion of tickets, he said, 
“Compromise is a part of al¬ 
liance. I apologise to those 
who did not get tickets. This 
alliance is to win Maharash¬ 
tra and for betterment of the 
people. The BJP is our ally, 
work for the alliance.” 

He said that like the Sena’s 
stand, even U.S. President 
Donald Trump has given pre¬ 
ference to locals for employ¬ 
ment. He said the party will 
ensure Maratha and Dhangar 
reservation is implemented. 


BJP, Sena rebels 

withdraw 

nominations 


Remembering a historic day 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

AURANGABAD 

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) and Shiv Sena have 
succeeded in convincing 
most of the rebels in Au¬ 
rangabad district to with¬ 
draw their nominations 
against official candidates 
of the two allies for the As¬ 
sembly polls. 

On the last date of with¬ 
drawal of nominations on 
Monday, several dissen¬ 
ters, who had entered the 
fray against BJP minister 
Atul Save, Speaker Harib- 
hau Bagade and other offi¬ 
cial nominees, backed out. 
Mr. Save is the BJP’s nomi¬ 
nee from Aurangabad 
(East) Assembly seat, while 
Mr. Bagade is contesting 
from Phulambri. 

“We tried our best to 
counsel the rebel candi¬ 
dates and have been suc¬ 
cessful. This will help the 
alliance to gain maximum 
success in Aurangabad,” 
Mr. Save said. 


Thousands of Buddhists gather at Deekshabhoomi in Nagpur to mark the 63rd Dhammachakra Pravartan Din, the day 
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar and Lakhs of his foLLowers converted to Buddhism, on Tuesday, -s. sudarshan 


A village that worships 
the demon king 

Sangola has revered Ravana for years 


Congress, Pawar-led NCP will 
come together in future: Shinde 

Former Union minister says allies will grow closer 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

AICOLA 

For most of the country, the 
festival of Dussehra is a day 
to celebrate Lord Rama’s 
victory over Ravana, sym¬ 
bolising the triumph of 
good over evil. But residents 
of a tiny village in Alcola dis¬ 
trict worship the demon 
king with equal fervour. 

An enormous black stone 
statue of Ravana, with 10 
heads and 20 arms, stands 
tall in Sangola village where, 
according to locals, the Lan¬ 
ka king has been wor¬ 
shipped for the last 200 
years. 

‘Formidable scholar’ 

Even as the rest of the coun¬ 
try burns effigies of Ravana 
on Dussehra, the demon 
king is worshipped in 
Sangola for his “intelligence 
and ascetic qualities”, local 
priest Haribhau Lakhade 
said. 

According to some senior 


citizens in the village, Rava¬ 
na was a formidable scholar. 

“We believe that Ravana 
abducted Sita for political 
reasons and preserved her 
sanctity. We believe in Lord 
Rama, but we also have faith 
in Ravana, which is why we 
don’t burn his effigies,” vil¬ 
lager Dnayneswar Dhakre 
said. 

‘For generations’ 

Mr. Lakhade said several 
generations of his family 
have been worshipping Ra¬ 
vana in the village. 

“The happiness, peace 
and contentment in the vil¬ 
lage is because of the great 
king Ravana,” he claimed. 

“Everyone else is afraid 
of Ravana, but he is wor¬ 
shipped by everyone in our 
village. On the occasion of 
Dussehra, people from 
across the country come to 
the village to see the statue 
and some even offer 
prayers,” Mr. Dhakre said. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

PUNE 

Senior Congress leader 
Sushilkumar Shinde on 
Tuesday said his party and 
the Nationalist Congress Par¬ 
ty (NCP) will “come together 
in future”. 

The former Union minis¬ 
ter said he and NCP presi¬ 
dent Sharad Pawar were 
raised under the same tree 
(in the Congress), though 
the Maratha strongman does 
not openly speak about it. 

“Even if the Congress and 
NCP are two different par¬ 
ties, but today I would like to 
tell you that in the future we 
will come closer to each oth¬ 
er ... The NCP and Congress 
will come together because 
now they are also tired and 
we are also tired,” he said, 
without elaborating. 

Mr. Shinde was speaking 
at a public meeting in his 
home district, Solapur. 

Talking about himself and 
Mr. Pawar, the Congress 




Today we have 
regrets in our hearts 
and he (Pawar), too, 
has the same feeling 
... the only difference 
is that he is not 
expressive about it 

SUSHILKUMAR SHINDE 

feaSer sa d i e d he is s just eight- 
and-a-half months younger 
than the NCP leader. Both 
leaders are in their late 70s. 

“We were raised under 
one tree ... our upbringing 
took place in the lap of one 


mother (the Congress) and 
we came forward under the 
leadership of Indira Gandhi 
and Yashwantrao Chavan. 
That is why today we have 
regrets in our hearts and he 
(Pawar), too, has the same 
feeling... the only difference 
is that he is not expressive 
about it but when time will 
come, he will speak about 
it,” Mr. Shinde said. 

Mr. Pawar left the Con¬ 
gress to establish the NCP in 
May 1999 along with his col¬ 
leagues P.A. Sangma and Ta- 
riq Anwar. 

The Congress and the 
NCP later joined hands to 
rule Maharashtra for 15 
years from 1999 to 2014. 
They were also allies in the 
Congress-led ruling coalition 
UPA 1 and 2 at the Centre 
from 2004 to 2014. 

The two parties are con¬ 
testing the October 21 As¬ 
sembly elections together, 
and have entered into a seat¬ 
sharing arrangement. 




M ND-NDE 
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List ready for disbursing 
compensation in Maradu 

Only about 130 apartments have registered owners 



A farewell note, probably written by an owner outside a flat 
at H20 Holy Faith in Kochi, before he vacated, -h.vibhu 



Short film from Kerala 
wins top honour 

ALAPPUZHA 

'Spirit of Kerala', a short film 
on boat race directed by Arun 
Joseph, has bagged the 
People's Choice award at the 
recently concluded My Rode 
Reel film competition, which 
is touted as the 'world's 
largest short film 
competition’. It won the 
honour beating 1,680 entries. 
"As a native of Alappuzha, I 
am a boat race enthusiast. 

We have pictured oarsmen as 
fighters in the film," says 
Mr. Joseph who made the 
2.56-minute film. 

3 excise officials arrested 
in custodial death case 

THRISSUR 

Three officials of the Kerala 
Excise Department were 
arrested here on Tuesday in 
connection with the death of 
a youth in custody, the police 
said. Preventive officers 
Abdul Jabbar and M.G. Anoop 
Kumar and civil excise officer 
Nitin Madhav were arrested 
as they did not appear before 
the police for an inquiry. 
Ranjith Kumar, who was taken 
into custody allegedly with 
two kg of ganja, died in 
custody on October 1. The 
post-mortem report showed 
12 injuries on his body. 

Farmer killed in tiger 
attack near Bandipur 

MYSURU 

A farmer was killed in a tiger 
attack at a village in the 
Gopalswamy Betta Range of 
the Bandipur Tiger Reserve 
here on Tuesday, triggering 
panic among locals. The 
victim, Shivappa, 60, of 
Chowdahalli village was said 
to be tending his cattle and 
on his way home when he was 
attacked by the animal and 
mauled to death. The 
villagers are angry as this is 
the second such death in the 
past few weeks. A tiger attack 
had claimed the life of a 
local last month. 


G. AN AND 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

The Kerala police on Tues¬ 
day expressed the apprehen¬ 
sion that forensic experts 
might find it challenging to 
trace signs of cyanide poi¬ 
soning in the long-buried bo¬ 
dies of victims in the Kozhi¬ 
kode serial murder case. 

Six persons, including 
three of a family in the dis¬ 
trict’s Koodathayi village, 
were allegedly killed bet¬ 
ween 2002 and 2016. 

Jolly Joseph, 45, is the 
prime suspect in the case. 
She allegedly murdered her 
husband Roy Thomas, fath¬ 
er-in-law Tom Thomas, 
mother-in-law Annamma 
Thomas, Annamma’s broth¬ 
er Mathew Manchadiyil, and 
close relatives Sily and her 
two-year-old daughter Al- 
phine Shaju. The alleged mo¬ 
tive was to grab the property 
of the Thomas family and 
marry Shaju Zacharia, Sily’s 
husband. 

State Police Chief Loknath 
Behara said the considerable 


STAFF REPORTER 

VIJAYAWADA 

Former MLA Akula Satyana- 
rayana of the Jana Sena Par¬ 
ty and former Telugu De- 
sam MLC Jupudi Prabhakar 
joined the YSR Congress 
Party on Tuesday in the pre¬ 
sence of Andhra Pradesh 
Chief Minister and party 
president Y.S. Jaganmohan 
Reddy. 

Mr. Satyanarayana, who 
had unsuccessfully contest¬ 
ed the 2019 Lok Sabha poll 
as a candidate of the Jana Se¬ 
na Party from Rajahmun- 


lapse of time between the 
crimes and exhumation of 
the bodies might hobble the 
investigation’s effort to esta¬ 
blish the presence of cya¬ 
nide in the bodies. However, 
investigators hoped to cir¬ 
cumvent the hurdle by build¬ 
ing a strong chain of circum¬ 
stantial evidence to bolster 
their case against the prime 
accused Jolly. 

The police have sought 


dry, said he was impressed 
with Mr. Reddy’s dedication 
to keep his promises, and 
with his administrative re¬ 
forms. He called the reverse 
tendering for projects a 
landmark decision. 

Mr. Prabhakar, a former 
TDP MLC and former chair¬ 
man of the Andhra Pradesh 
Scheduled Caste Coopera¬ 
tive Finance Corporation, 
said that by giving five 
berths in the Cabinet to Da¬ 
lits, Mr. Reddy had shown 
his commitment to their 
empowerment. 


the help of international ex¬ 
perts and foreign laborato¬ 
ries to find out whether 
there was any method to es¬ 
tablish that the victims had 
ingested poison. 

Mr. Behara said he had 
identified a few laboratories 
in Europe, Canada and the 
U.S. which might possess the 
expertise to identify signs of 
poisoning in disintegrated 
bodies. 


B. S. S ATISH KUMAR 

BENGALURU 

Facing a barrage of questions 
on floods is going to be one 
of the major challenges for 
the Yediyurappa govern¬ 
ment at the three-day winter 
session of the legislature, set 
to begin on October 10. 

Mr. Yediyurappa may have 
to face the Opposition attack 
not only over the ‘delay’ in 
getting Central relief but also 
the alleged failure to effec¬ 
tively respond to the pro¬ 
blems of flood victims. The 


Crime Branch 
seeks Jolly’s 
15-day custody 

STAFF REPORTER 

KOZHIKODE 

The Crime Branch team in¬ 
vestigating the Kerala serial 
murder case has sought 
the custody of Jolly Joseph, 
the prime suspect, for 15 
days to interrogate her 
further and collect evi¬ 
dence. A custody applica¬ 
tion was filed at the Thama- 
rassery Judicial First Class 
Magistrate Court on 
Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, Rohith, son 
of the late Mannathethil 
Ramakrishnan of Kunna- 
mangalam, has filed a com¬ 
plaint with the police seek¬ 
ing a probe into Jolly’s role 
in his father’s death in 
2016. Rohith claimed that 
his father, also a local Con¬ 
gress leader, had business 
deals with Jolly. 


Opposition is likely to pick a 
cue from the recent protest 
by flood victims and farmers 
in Belagavi, during the Chief 
Minister’s visit. 

The Opposition is also 
waiting to launch an attack 
over the alleged discrimina¬ 
tion in the allocation of 
funds to the constituencies 
in the wake of charges that 
funds to the MLAs of the Op¬ 
position camp had been 
trimmed to increase the allo¬ 
cation to the BJP MLAs, espe¬ 
cially the constituencies of 


K.S. S UDHI 

ICOCHI 

The mystery over the unre¬ 
gistered owners of the soon- 
to-be-demolished Maradu 
flats here has deepened with 
official records with the 
municipality indicating that 
just about 130 of the 343 
housing units have regis¬ 
tered owners. 

Four apartment complex¬ 
es - Alfa Serene, H20 Holy 
Faith, Golden Kayaloram, 
and Jain Coral Cove - had 
been ordered to be demol¬ 
ished by the Supreme Court 
for violation of the Coastal 
Regulation Zone norms. 

The details of the regis¬ 
tered apartment owners 
emerged when the munici¬ 
pality compiled the list from 
its dossiers for preparing the 
database of those eligible for 
the ^25 lakh interim com¬ 
pensation ordered by the Su¬ 
preme Court. 

While none of the 122 un¬ 
its in the Jain Coral Cove 
complex has been trans¬ 
ferred to the owners, only 48 
units of H20, 58 of Alfa Se- 


disqualified MLAs who 
helped the party to come to 
power. 

Shivakumar episode 

The rival camps have also 
raised allegations of “politi¬ 
cal vendetta”, particularly 
the Enforcement Directo¬ 
rate’s action against former 
Minister and Congress lead¬ 
er D.K. Shivakumar in the al¬ 
leged money-laundering 
case. 

The Janata Dal (S) has 
been attributing the CBI in- 


rene and 28 of Golden Kayal¬ 
oram have registered own¬ 
ers, according to the 
municipal records. 

Key document 

The ownership certificate 
would be the key document 
for the owners to stake claim 
for the compensation. The 
builder will be construed as 
the owner of apartments for 
which the ownership has 
not been changed. An allot¬ 
tee can be called an evictee 
only if he/she is in actual 
possession of the apart- 


quiry into the alleged tele¬ 
phone tapping by the then 
coalition government to pol¬ 
itical vendetta and is waiting 
to raise the issue in the 
session. 

However, the BJP Minis¬ 
ters and leaders feel that re¬ 
ducing the duration of the 
session to only three days 
would minimise the oppor¬ 
tunity for the Opposition to 
go into details into any con¬ 
tentious issue. 

Also, they feel that the Op¬ 
position itself is not in the 


ment, according to legal 
sources. 

Meanwhile, the demoli¬ 
tion of the apartments 
would be a lot less expensive 
than anticipated. Edifice En¬ 
gineering, Mumbai, and Vi- 
jay Steels, Chennai, have 
been identified for the job. 

The demolition and cart¬ 
ing away of all salvageable 
and non-salvageable items 
from the site may cost only 
around t2 crore. The civic 
body had earlier apprehend¬ 
ed it would require around 
130 crore. 


best of form to encash upon 
the opportunity. The tussle 
over the selection of the 
Leader of the Opposition 
“appears to have driven a 
wedge among the Congress 
leaders while the Janata Dal 
(S) is focussing all its ener¬ 
gies on keeping its flock to¬ 
gether”, a BJP leader 
observed. 

The BJP legislature party 
is meeting in Bengaluru on 
Wednesday to chalk out stra¬ 
tegies to face the Opposition 
attack during the session. 


Late detection hobbles probe 
in Kerala serial murder case 

Police may consult foreign laboratories, build circumstantial evidence 



Former TDP, Jana Sena 
leaders join YSRCP 


Flood fury, a challenge for BJP govt, in Karnataka 

Yediyurappa team hopes that an Opposition which is in disarray will prove to be a blessing 


Celebration time 



Bull effigies, symbolising Lord Shiva's vehicle Nandi, being brought to the Oachira Parabrahman temple as part of the 
Irupathettam Onam festival in Kollam on Tuesday. The festival is said to feature the biggest bull effigies in Asia. -c. sureshkumar 


TSRTC staff‘self-dismissed’ 
themselves: Telangana CM 

Dasara travellers face problems as strike enters fourth day 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

HYDERABAD 

The indefinite strike by the 
unions of the Telangana 
State Road Transport Corpo¬ 
ration (TSRTC) continued 
for the fourth day on Tues¬ 
day even as Chief Minister K. 
Chandrasekhar Rao de¬ 
scribed the agitating staff as 
“self-dismissed”. 

With nearly 50,000 em¬ 
ployees boycotting duties 
and state-run buses staying 
off roads, commuters spe¬ 
cially Dasara travellers faced 
problems, though the RTC 
said it had taken measures to 
ensure that passengers’ 
needs are fulfilled and they 
do not suffer as 11,000 vehi¬ 
cles including buses were 
being operated. 

Employees and workers 
unions began the strike on 
October 5 across Telangana 
on a call given by the Joint 


Action Committee (JAC) of 
the TSRTC, demanding 
merger of the RTC with the 
government, recruitment to 
various posts, among 
others. 

KCR rules out merger 

The Chief Minister had also 
made it very clear that the 
RTC would not be merged 
into the government. 

According to an official re¬ 
lease, after a review meeting 
on Monday, the CM had said: 
“From the point of view of 
the government and the 
RTC, the employees are only 
1,200. There is no need for 
the government to dismiss 
others. Nobody dismissed 
anybody. They left all by 
themselves. As they did not 
report to duties before the 
expiry of the deadline, they 
have self-dismissed them¬ 
selves. They did not respond 


to the appeals made by the 
government and RTC.” 

However, Telangana Maz- 
door Union president E. 
Ashwathama Reddy said the 
government’s decision to 
sack about 48,000 agitating 
staff would be challenged as 
and when they are served 
with dismissal notices. 

BJP sees a ploy 

State BJP chief spokesperson 
K. Krishna Saagar Rao in a 
release said the party 
“strongly believes that 
there’s a well thought-out 
plan behind the brazenness 
of dismissing 48,000 em¬ 
ployees of the RTC by KCR”. 

The BJP felt that in the 
guise of a failed and a loss¬ 
making enterprise, the RTC 
would be undersized and 
eventually merged with the 
State government, the BJP 
said. 


Karnataka 
RTC staff ’s 
wages delayed 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

There was no cheer this 
Dasara for thousands of 
drivers and conductors of 
the State-run road tran¬ 
sport corporations BMTC, 
NWKRTC, and NEKRTC 
owing to a delay in the pay¬ 
ment of salaries. The Tran¬ 
sport Ministry has cited 
fund crunch as the reason. 

The BMTC drivers said 
their salaries were usually 
credited by the sixth of ev¬ 
ery month, but this time 
they had been told that it 
would be given only on Oc¬ 
tober 9. 

As the festivities ended 
on Tuesday, the delay has 
forced them to borrow mo¬ 
ney, they said. 

The issue has forced 
Transport Minister Lax- 
man Savadi to apologise to 
the drivers and conduc¬ 
tors. “They will receive 
their salary on October 9,” 
he said. 


New A.P.HC Chief 
Justice sworn in twice 


Elephants turn show-stoppers at Mysuru Dasara grand finale 


Erroneous oath corrected 


Arjuna, flanked by Cauvery and Vijaya, drew the loudest cheers as they set off from the palace for the Vijayadasami procession 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

amaravati(ap) 

Justice Jitendra Kumar Ma- 
heshwari was sworn in as 
the Chief Justice of the And¬ 
hra Pradesh High Court on 
Monday. 

Governor Biswabhusan 
Harichandan administered 
the oath of office to Justice 
Maheshwari at a public 
function in Vijayawada. 

However, after the main 
function, the Governor had 
to administer the oath a se¬ 
cond time inside the VIP 
room of the Tummalapalli 
Vari Kshetrayya Kalakshe- 
tram, as Justice Maheshwari 
erroneously read “Chief Jus¬ 
tice of Madhya Pradesh” 
while being sworn in the 
first time. 

Inside the VIP room, 



Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mo¬ 
han Reddy, judges of the 
High Court and State Chief 
Secretary L.V. Subrahma- 
nyam were present when 
the mistake was corrected. 

Prior to his elevation. Jus¬ 
tice Maheshwari served as a 
judge of the Madhya Pra¬ 
desh High Court. 

Last week. President Ram 
Nath Kovind issued an order 
appointing Justice Mahesh¬ 
wari as the first regular 
Chief Justice of the High 
Court. Post-bifurcation, 
Andhra Pradesh got the 
Court on January 1 and it 
started functioning from a 
temporary premises in the 
Amaravati capital region. 

Justice C. Praveen Kumar 
held charge as acting Chief 
Justice till now. 



R. KR ISHNA KUMAR 

MYSURU 

As Dasara celebrations came 
to a close in Mysuru on 
Tuesday in all its traditional 
grandeur, all eyes were on 
the caparisoned elephants 
led by Arjuna in the 
Vijayadasami procession. 

The elephants, many of 
whom have participated in 
the festivities more than a 
dozen times, seemed to 
anticipate their role and 
conducted themselves with 
aplomb and drew the 
loudest cheers as they set off 
from the Mysuru palace. 
Veteran Balarama carried 
the royal insignia and led 
the first batch of elephants 
behind him, each attired in 
glittering finery. 

The cultural troupes and 




Elephant Arjuna carrying the golden howdah at the Mysuru procession, which saw a variety of events. ■ m.a. sriram 


tableaux followed them. 

The single file march of 
the caparisoned elephants 
when they emerged out of 
the Jayarama Gate at Palace 



North sent the huge crowd 
waiting at the Town Hall and 
Chamaraja Circle into 
raptures and they gave them 
a standing ovation. 



Following Balarama were 
Abhimanyu, Dhananjaya, 
Durgaparameshwari, 
Gopalswamy, Gopi, and 
Vikrama. Arjuna, who 


formed the rear of the 
procession and carried the 
750-kg golden ambari or the 
howdah with the idol of 
Goddess Chamundeshwari, 


was flanked by Cauvery and 
Vijaya. The authorities, 
however, decided against 
the participation of 
Jayaprakash, Eshwara and 
Lakshmi at the last minute 
and rested them. 

Topical tableaux 

The Balakot air strike 
carried out by India against 
Pakistan earlier this year 
and ‘Fit India’, a nationwide 
movement launched by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi recently, were among 
the topics that featured in 
the tableaux accompanying 
the Dasara procession in 
Mysuru on Tuesday. 

Also on display were ‘Beti 
Bachao Beti Padao’ 
programme as well as ISRO’s 
Chandrayaan 2. 


• • • 
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Rahul to appear in Surat 
court in defamation case 


SURAT 

Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi is scheduled to 
appear before a magisterial 
court here on Thursday to 
defend himself in a criminal 
defamation case filed against 
him for saying "why all 
thieves share the Modi 
surname" during the Lok 
Sabha poll campaign this 
year, pti 


Smoke alarm on Tejas 
Express creates flutter 

TIRUCHI 

A fuse malfunction triggered 
the smoke alarm in Train No 
22672 Madurai-Chennai 
Egmore Tejas Express near 
Tiruchi in Tamil Nadu on 
Tuesday, causing panic among 
passengers. The smoke, 
triggered by a minor fire due 
to the faulty fuse, was 
brought under control and no 
person was injured. The train 
was held up for 10 minutes. 

Pawan Hans under CBI 
scanner after complaint 

NEW DELHI 

The CBI is probing the alleged 
role of Pawan Hans Limited 
officials in making an advance 
payment of ?1.75 crore to the 
overseas account of an entity 
other than the Russian 
company that was engaged in 
repairing three Mi-172 
helicopter engines in 2015. 

A case has been registered on 
an order from the Civil 
Aviation Ministry, after a 
complaint through the 
Central Vigilance 
Commission. 


Inter-faith 
couple denied 
hotel room 


MOHA MMED IQBAL 

JAIPUR 

A Rajasthani man has al¬ 
leged that a hotel in Jaipur 
denied him a room to stay 
when it was revealed to the 
staff that a woman belong¬ 
ing to a different faith 
would also be staying with 
him. The 31-year-old man - 
a teacher in southern Ra¬ 
jasthan - was on his way to 
Delhi on an official trip. 

The staff told the man 
that he could not check in 
because he was a Muslim 
and the woman, who was 
to arrive later, was a Hindu. 

The man, who wanted 
to remain anonymous, told 
The Hindu on Tuesday that 
the woman, whom he 
knew for 13 years, was a 
friend and was coming 
from Delhi to Jaipur for 
some work. 

The incident took place 
on Saturday. When the ho¬ 
tel staff- one of Oyo’s Silver 
Key Executive Stays in Jai¬ 
pur - raised objection to 
the two persons checking 
in, the man tried to con¬ 
vince them that there was 
no law that prohibited peo¬ 
ple from different religions 
from staying together. 


Bhopal gas tragedy survivors left in the lurch as aid funds dry up 


Efforts on to tap hospital corpus to clear T61.72 crore for 
additional cases; court continues to hear appeals 



Painful memories: People affected by the Bhopal gas tragedy 
paying homage to the deceased in 2018. -a.m. faruqui 


SIDHA RTH YADAV 

BHOPAL 

With a surging set of appeals 
for ex gratia for injuries and 
disabilities, Bhopal gas tra¬ 
gedy survivors have been 
left in the lurch as the Centre 
may soon run out of funds to 
pay them compensation. It 
is yet to work out a plan to 
secure ?61.72 crore for 3,629 
cases pending approval. 

The Appellate Court here 
is continuing to hear ap¬ 
peals, but there is a hold for 
now on granting final appro¬ 
val by the Union Ministry of 
Chemical and Fertilizers, 
says a letter issued by the Mi¬ 
nistry in February. 

The Welfare Commission¬ 
er’s office here, that func¬ 


tions under the Centre, in Ju¬ 
ly 2018 had sent to the 
Centre a proposal for the 
sanction of additional 3,629 
cases, which are now pend¬ 
ing for more than a year, 
with more number of cases 
mounting since. 

Fast depleting 

All this, as the 3:874.28 crore 
set aside in 2010 for the dis¬ 
bursement of ex gratia is fast 
drying up, with as much as 
3:807.4 crore exhausted until 
April 2018, says a report of 
the Standing Committee on 
Chemicals and Fertilizers 
(2017-2018). 

More than 200 new cases 
of permanent partial disabil¬ 
ity have been granted appro¬ 


val, and are awaiting pay¬ 
ment. 

“Non-payment of award¬ 
ed amount may cause agita¬ 
tion among the claimants,” 
Sushant Huddar, In-Charge 
Registrar of the Welfare 
Commissioner’s Office, 
wrote to the State govern¬ 
ment in June. 

The stasis has been 
caused by the Centre’s at¬ 
tempts to tap a fund first, as 
in 2010, it had estimated 
48,000 claimants, but close 
to 50,000 have already been 
compensated so far, says 
Rachna Dhingra, coordina¬ 
tor, the International Cam¬ 
paign for Justice in Bhopal. 

At a review meeting in 
June, the Centre considered 


banking on the corpus fund 
of the Bhopal Memorial Hos¬ 
pital Trust (BMHT), accumu¬ 
lated to 3:891.31 crore, to 
make ex gratia payments. 

For the purpose, it said. 


Cabinet’s approval would be 
necessary, according to the 
minutes of the meeting. 

Moreover, a Core Group 
in the Union Health Ministry 
has considered the merger 


of the Bhopal Memorial Hos¬ 
pital and Research Centre 
with the All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences, thereby 
facilitating the fund transfer. 

A representative of the 
Department of Health Re¬ 
search, however, clarified 
“the interest earned from 
the Corpus Fund may be 
utilised for the purpose of 
treatment of the victims of 
the Bhopal gas tragedy and 
their family members.” 

The Law Ministry would 
be consulted on the dissolu¬ 
tion of the BMHT and the 
transfer of funds, say the mi¬ 
nutes. “All the payments to 
claimants have been frozen,” 
said an official at the Welfare 
Commissioner’s office, re¬ 
questing anonymity. “Advo¬ 
cates and social workers are 
pressing us to release funds. 


But we tell them the Centre 
has to take a step first. They 
ask us to keep them in¬ 
formed of the 
developments.” 

On August 28, the Centre 
had committed to facilitate 
some payments through the 
hospital, and later pay it 
back whenever a budget was 
finalised, he added. 

SC order 

“Do they know dissolving 
the corpus fund will require 
the Supreme Court’s appro¬ 
val?” asked Ms. Dhingra. 
The fund, set up following a 
1991 Supreme Court order, 
cannot be used for non¬ 
medical purposes without 
its approval, she added. 
“This shows how arbitrary 
the compensation has 
been,” she added. 


Rural children breastfed more: survey 

Breastfeeding inversely proportional to household wealth, says Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey 


Peace and quiet in 
Aarey amid battle 


Food for 
thought 

Diseases and deficien¬ 
cies in Indian children 
sharply differ 
depending on their 
location of residence. 
Some data excerpts 
from the Comprehen¬ 
sive National Nutrition 
Survey released on 
Monday shows how 
problems in children 
differ according to the 
rural-urban divide 


SOURCE: CNNS SURVEY 


I RURAL CHILDREN 
URBAN CHILDREN 

Breastfed upto 
1 vear 



Iron deficiency (1-4 yrs) 

^ 29% 40.6% 

Zinc deficiency (1-4 yrs) 

A 20% 16% 


Severe acute 
malnutrition 
(5-9 years) 


Children had 
frequent meals 


Vitamin D deficiency 
(1-4 yrs) 

#12% 19% 



Children face rising risk of 
diabetes, high cholesterol 

Many of them have chance of developing kidney disease 


JAGRI TI CHANDRA 

NEW DELHI 

Malnutrition among children 
in urban India is character¬ 
ised by relatively poor levels 
of breastfeeding, higher pre¬ 
valence of iron and Vitamin 
D deficiency as well as obesi¬ 
ty due to long commute by 
working mothers, prosperity 
and lifestyle patterns, while 
rural parts of the country see 
higher percentage of chil¬ 
dren suffering from stunting, 
underweight and wasting 
and lower consumption of 
milk products - these are 
among the findings of the 
first-ever national nutrition 
survey conducted by the 
government. 

The Comprehensive Na¬ 
tional Nutrition Survey re¬ 
leased by the government on 
Monday shows that 83% of 
children between 12 and 15 
months continued to be 
breastfed, a higher propor¬ 
tion of children in this age 
group residing in rural areas 
are breastfed (85%) com¬ 
pared to children in urban 
areas (76%). 

Inversely proportional 

Breastfeeding is inversely 
proportional to household 
wealth and other factors in¬ 
fluencing this trend may in¬ 
clude working mothers who 
have to travel long distances 
to reach their workplace. 

Because of these reasons, 
it also noted that rural chil¬ 
dren receive meals more fre¬ 
quently in a day at 44% as 
compared to 37% of urban 
children. However, a higher 
proportion of children resid¬ 
ing in urban areas (26.9%) 
are fed an adequately diverse 
diet as compared to those in 
rural areas (19%). 

Children and adolescents 
residing in urban areas also 
have a higher (40.6%) preva¬ 
lence of iron deficiency com¬ 
pared to their rural counter¬ 
parts (29%), 

Experts say this is due to a 
better performance of the 
government’s health pro¬ 


grammes in rural areas. 

Children in urban areas 
are also overweight and 
obese as indicated by sub¬ 
scapular skinfold thickness 
(SSFT) for their age. While 
14.5% of children in the age 
group of 5 to 9 years in cities 
had higher SSFT than 5.3% in 
rural areas, 10.4% of adoles¬ 
cents surveyed in urban 
areas in the age group of 10- 
19 had higher SSFT than 
4.3% in rural areas. 

“We are aware of the need 
for a special focus on urban 
areas under the Poshan Ab- 
hiyaan [Nutrition Mission] 
and NITI Aayog is currently 
developing a strategy to deal 
with problems unique to 
children living in cities as 
well as factors hampering 
implementation of govern¬ 
ment programmes,” Alolc Ku¬ 
mar, Advisor, NITI Aayog 
told The Hindu. 

Vitamin D deficiency 

Wealthier households in ur¬ 
ban areas and sedentary lif¬ 
estyle of children may also 
be responsible for higher 
deficiency of Vitamin D in ur¬ 
ban areas (19%) as compared 
to rural areas (12%), though 
the study shows that 74% of 
children living in cities con¬ 
sume dairy products as com¬ 
pared to 58% in rural areas. 

Rural children lag in in¬ 
take of zinc which causes 
diarrhoea, growth retarda¬ 
tion, loss of appetite and im¬ 
paired immune function. 
Among children aged 1-4 
years, zinc deficiency is 
more common in rural areas 
(20%) compared to urban 
areas (16%). 

Rural areas also witness 
higher prevalence of stunt¬ 
ing (37% in rural versus 27% 
in urban), underweight (36% 
in rural versus 26% in urban) 
and severe acute malnutri¬ 
tion (34.7% in rural areas for 
children in 5-9 years versus 
23.7% in urban areas, 27.4% 
in urban areas for adoles¬ 
cents in 10-19 years versus 
32.4% in rural areas). 


BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN 

NEW DELHI 

Indian children are facing 
the double burden of malnu¬ 
trition and rising risk of non- 
communicable diseases in¬ 
cluding diabetes, high chol¬ 
esterol, chronic kidney 
disease and hypertension, 
the findings of the Health Mi¬ 
nistry’s recently released 
Comprehensive National Nu¬ 
trition Survey (CNNS) 2016- 
18 show. 

The report presents data 
on the shifting conditions of 
both undernutrition and 
overweight, obesity among 
Indian children from 0-19 
years. 

Gold standard methods 

This was the largest micro¬ 
nutrient survey ever imple¬ 
mented globally and used 
gold standard methods to as¬ 
sess anaemia, micronutrient 
deficiencies and biomarkers 
of non-communicable dis¬ 
eases among children for the 
first time in India, noted the 
Ministry. 



Abdominal obesity 
increased with the levels of 
mother's schooling. 


Abdominal obesity 
among children and adoles¬ 
cents showed that preva¬ 
lence of abdominal obesity 
increased with the level of 
mother’s schooling and hou¬ 
sehold wealth. 

“The highest percentage 
of children with abdominal 
obesity was observed in Na¬ 
galand, Arunachal Pradesh 
and Goa (7% each), while the 
lowest percentage was ob¬ 
served in Bihar (0.3%),” the 


survey observed. 

“For adolescents, the 
highest percentage of abdo¬ 
minal obesity was observed 
in Delhi (7%) and Tamil Na¬ 
du (6%) and the lowest per¬ 
centage was observed in As¬ 
sam (0.2%)”. 

The survey noted that ov¬ 
erall 8% of children aged 5-9 
years and 6% of adolescents 
aged 10-19 years had a high 
subscapular skinfold thick¬ 
ness - an anthropometric 
measurement used to eval¬ 
uate nutritional status by es¬ 
timating the amount of sub¬ 
cutaneous fat - for their age. 

“A much higher preva¬ 
lence was observed among 
children and adolescents re¬ 
siding in urban areas as com¬ 
pared to rural settings. The 
largest prevalence was ob¬ 
served in Goa (21%) and Del¬ 
hi (15%) with lowest preva¬ 
lence being recorded from 
Madhya Pradesh and Jhark¬ 
hand (3%) and for adoles¬ 
cents in Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh and Assam 
( 2 %).” 


SC says matter to be heard on Oct. 21. 


AJEET MAHALE 

MUMBAI 

The site of the metro car de¬ 
pot was quiet and peaceful 
after being in the midst of a 
battle that started on the site 
on Friday night after the 
first trees at the site were 
cut. No work related to the 
tree cutting activity was un¬ 
dertaken at the site on Tues¬ 
day. The Supreme Court on 
Monday had directed that 
status quo be maintained at 
the site. 

Mumbai police had re¬ 
laxed orders, imposed un¬ 
der Criminal Procedure 
Code Section 144 in Aarey 
Colony and surrounding 
areas, on Monday. While 
police presence at the car 
shed site was present, the 
entry points to Aarey Colo¬ 
ny were no longer barricad¬ 
ed. 

A Special Bench of Justic¬ 
es Arun Mishra and Ashok 
Bhushan, convened exclu¬ 
sively to hear the case after 



MMRCL said 2,141 trees out 
of the 2,185 trees required 
have already been cut. 


the apex court took suo mo- 
tu cognisance of a letter 
written by law student Rish- 
av Ranjan to the Chief Jus¬ 
tice of India, ordered status 
quo until the next hearing 
on October 21. 

The Mumbai Metro Rail 
Corporation Limited said 
that they have already cut 
2,141 trees out of the 2,185 
trees that were required to 
be cut for the metro depot. 



WEATHER WATCH 


RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 


TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Wednesday: Heavy to very heavy rain likely at isol¬ 
ated places over Odisha, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, 
central Maharashtra, coastal Andhra Pradesh, Yanam, Telangana, 
Rayalaseema, north and south interior Karnataka. 


India to work with China, Pakistan 
to gauge impact of climate change 

A regional centre will help to better forecast impact on Hindu Kush mountains 



Natural impact The HKH region spans Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, China and India among other nations. 


JACOB KOSHY 

NEW DELHI 

To better gauge the impact of 
climate change on the Hindu 
Kush mountains, which in¬ 
cludes the Himalayas, and 
spruce up data-gathering, 
the India Meteorological De¬ 
partment (IMD) will collabo¬ 
rate with meteorological 
agencies in China and Pakis¬ 
tan, among others, to pro¬ 
vide climate forecast servic¬ 
es to countries in the region. 

Earlier this month, the 
IMD organised a workshop 
to discuss ways to establish a 
regional climate centre that 
will provide forecasting ser¬ 
vices and climate analyses. 

It will be under the World 
Meteorological Organisation 
(WMO) and take a few years 
to take shape, IMD Director- 
General M. Mohapatra told 
The Hindu. 


“The Hindu-Kush-Hima- 
layan (HKH) region is consi¬ 
dered the Third Pole [after 
the North and South Poles], 
and has significant implica¬ 
tions for climate. However, 
data-gathering here is 
sparse. We are discussing a 
system whereby countries 
can share data and improve 
forecasts and predictions. 


The WMO proposal was to 
have nodal centres in Islama¬ 
bad, Delhi and Beijing,” he 
said. 

Largest store of snow 

The HKH region spans Af¬ 
ghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhu¬ 
tan, China, India, Kyrgyz¬ 
stan, Mongolia, Myanmar, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Tajikistan, 


and Uzbekistan. 

The Third Pole, which 
contains vast cryospheric 
zones, is also the world’s lar¬ 
gest store of snow and ice 
outside the polar region, and 
the source of 10 major rivers, 
and, therefore, particularly 
sensitive to climate change. 

Alongside forecasting 
weather over long periods, 
the regional centres would 
provide data services, train¬ 
ing and capacity-building, 
research and development. 

The meeting in Delhi ear¬ 
lier this week was meant “to 
identify partnerships among 
relevant stakeholders, for¬ 
mulate research directions, 
identify user-groups and sec¬ 
tors and provide information 
on changes in hydrological 
extremes as part of climate 
change projections,” accord¬ 
ing to an official note. 


Traffic offences can be 
penalised under IPC: SC 

‘Can be prosecuted under MV Act, IPC’ 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Stressing the need to strictly 
punish offenders responsi¬ 
ble for causing motor vehi¬ 
cle accidents, the Supreme 
Court has reiterated that a 
person can be prosecuted 
under both the Motor Vehi¬ 
cles (MV) Act and the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC) for driving 
dangerously. 

A Bench of Justice Indu 
Malhotra and Justice Sanjiv 
Khanna noted that there is 
no provision under the MV 
Act which separately deals 
with offences causing death, 
or grievous hurt, or hurt by 
a motor vehicle in cases of 
motor vehicle accidents. 

‘Rising traffic injuries’ 

“With rapidly increasing 
motorisation, India is facing 
an increasing burden of 
road traffic injuries and fa¬ 
talities,” the bench observed 


adding, “The financial loss, 
emotional and social trau¬ 
ma caused to a family on los¬ 
ing a bread winner, or any 
other member of the fami¬ 
ly,or incapacitation of the 
victim cannot be 
quantified”. 

The Bench’s observation 
came while striking down a 
Gauhati High Court finding 
that the prosecution of of¬ 
fenders under two statutes 
- the MV Act and the IPC - 
was unsustainable and con¬ 
trary to law. 

It also set aside the Gau¬ 
hati High Court’s order to 
Assam, Nagaland, Megha¬ 
laya, Manipur, Tripura, Miz¬ 
oram and Arunachal Pra¬ 
desh to issue appropriate 
instructions to their subor¬ 
dinate officers to prosecute 
offenders in motor vehicle 
accidents only under the 
provisions of the MV Act 
and not the IPC. 


CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

Agartala. 

.. 1.7. 

...32.2.... 

24.1 

Kozhikode. 

.2.1.. 

..33.4... 

.25.4 

Ahmedabad. 


...33.5.... 

24.4 

Kurnool. 


..23.3... 

.34.1 

Aizawl. 

18.0. 

...28.1.... 

28.1 

Lucknow. 


..33.7... 

.21.6 

Allahabad. 


...33.2.... 

22.8 

Madurai. 


..35.2... 

.25.1 

Bengaluru. 

.. 1.6. 

...29.2.... 

18.1 

Mangaluru. 


..33.1... 

.24.6 

Bhopal. 

.. 1.8. 

...30.3.... 

21.0 

Mumbai. 


..34.0... 

.26.2 

Bhubaneswar.... 

.. 0.5. 

...33.7.... 

24.2 

Mysuru. 

.13.0.. 

..31.0... 

.19.3 

Chandigarh. 


...30.8.... 

18.9 

New Delhi. 


..32.0... 

.20.2 

Chennai. 


...34.1.... 

27.4 

Patna . 


..33.0... 

.24.0 

Coimbatore. 

.. 5.2. 

...34.2.... 

22.2 

Port Blair. 


..32.2... 

.24.9 

Dehradun. 


...29.5.... 

18.2 

Puducherry.... 


..34.1... 

.25.0 

Gangtok. 

38.8. 

...17.9.... 

15.0 

Pune. 

.0.1.. 

..31.3... 

.20.8 

Goa. 


...32.2.... 

23.9 

Raipur. 


..31.6... 

.24.1 

Guwahati. 

.. 5.2. 

...32.9.... 

22.8 

Ranchi. 

.16.5.. 

..32.4... 

.20.4 

Hubballi. 


...29.0.... 

21.0 

Shillong. 

.22.0.. 

..20.0... 

.14.4 

Hyderabad. 


...31.6.... 

22.7 

Shimla. 

.3.5.. 

..23.0... 

.12.2 

Imphal. 

.. 3.2. 

...30.2.... 

19.9 

Srinagar. 

.0.2.. 


...9.8 

Jaipur. 

..6.2. 

.-.... 

20.2 

Thiruvananthapuram.... 19.4.. 

..32.4... 

.23.8 

Kochi. 


...30.8.... 

25.0 

Tiruchi. 


..35.8... 

.25.8 

Kohima. 

.. 2.4. 

...23.0.... 

15.2 

Vijayawada.... 

.2.0.. 

..32.5... 

.25.2 

Kolkata . 


...32.7.... 

24.5 

Visakhapatnam 


..32.2... 

.26.0 

(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 

Pollutants in the air you are breathing 

Yesterday 



CITIES 

SO 2 

NO 2 CO PM2.5 

PMIO CODE 




Ahmedabad. 

126 

182 155 

» .114 

.120 ....a 

In observation made at 

Bengaluru. 

.07 

.56 .41 

. ...92 

.- ....a 

6.00 p.m., Yamunanagar, 

Chennai. 

.07 

.47 .28 

l .136 

....a 

Haryana recorded an 


Delhi. 

.05 

.92 .12 

1 ...73 

.174 ....a 

overall air quality index 

Hyderabad. 

Kolkata. 

.03 

.05 

.21 ...- 
.32 .12 

.144 

1 ...55 

.114 ....a 
.104 ....a 

(AQI) score of 265 
indicating a dangerous 
level of pollution. In 

Lucknow. 

.03 

.34 .44 .243 

a 

contrast, Haldia, West 

Mumbai. 

...- 

.14 194 ...96 

...85 ....a 

Bengal recorded a healthy 

Pune. 

.86 

.08 .67 

r ...74 

...72 ....a 

aqi score or z b 


Visakhapatnam 

.30 

.89 .24 ...97 

.129 ....a 





Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 







































10 EDITORIAL 


DELHI THE HINDU 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2019 


vuL/ 



Advantage BJP 

In Maharashtra, as the opposition is stuck in 
the past, the ruling party is promising change 

A s campaigning gains momentum in Maharashtra 
for the Assembly election on October 21, the rul¬ 
ing BJP has reinforced itself and disoriented the 
opposition. With this election, the slow changes in Mah¬ 
arashtra politics over the last five years have taken 
shape. Devendra Fadnavis is the first non-Congress 
Chief Minister in the State to complete a five-year te¬ 
nure. He has decimated internal party rivals and forced 
ally Shiv Sena to accept a subordinate status. The BJP 
unilaterally announced 164 seats for itself out of the to¬ 
tal 288 and the Sena, which used to get the lion’s share 
of Assembly seats and the CM’s post, meekly accepted 
the situation. This supremacy of the BJP is partly due to 
national factors, but the fact that the party’s Hindutva 
nationalist politics has trumped the Sena’s regional 
agenda is itself noteworthy. The Thaclcerays at the helm 
of the Sena used to control power in the State without 
contesting elections, but this time, one of them is per¬ 
sonally in the fray, in yet another sign of the changed 
times. The BJP augmented itself with a cocktail of social 
and administrative measures over the last five years. It 
weakened the Maratha power network but also offered 
the community reservation. Massive protests by run 
down farmers was met with a loan waiver scheme. The 
Bhima Koregaon incident of 2018 in which a Dalit gath¬ 
ering was attacked by a violent group was followed by 
an extensive crackdown on social activists and Dalits by 
the State police. The BJP’s social engineering mean¬ 
while roped in OBCs to its fold. 

Ruthless efficiency remains the hallmark of the BJP, 
while the NCP-Congress combine is battling internal 
dissent, organisational disintegration and an unfavora¬ 
ble social climate. Several coalition leaders crossed ov¬ 
er to the other side. NCP chieftain Sharad Pawar is him¬ 
self the target of an ED inquiry. Former Mumbai 
Congress chief Sanjay Nirupam is unhappy that his sup¬ 
porters have been ignored in ticket selection and will 
not campaign for the party. Dynastic politics appears to 
be the comfort zone of an opposition in retreat. Chil¬ 
dren of several leaders are in the fray, and among the 
new entrants is Rohit Pawar, the grand-nephew of the 
patriarch. The NCP-Congress manifesto is a combina¬ 
tion of nativist slogans such as reserved employment 
for the local population and addresses broader issues 
regarding agricultural crisis and environment. Grand 
intentions of the alliance are hardly inspiring because 
of the popular apathy towards dynastic politics and the 
elites who stand rightly accused of rigging the social 
and economic order to their benefit. The Congress-NCP 
combine is deeply entangled in the State’s cooperative 
and sugar sectors, which was once a source of strength 
but is currently a millstone around its neck. Maharash¬ 
tra is the perfect stage for an ascendant BJP that is pro¬ 
mising to bring down the old order. 


A delicate balance 

Portugal needs to find a way of boosting 
growth without affecting welfare measures 

P ortugal’s centre-left Socialists (PS) are eyeing a se¬ 
cond consecutive term in office after securing 
about 37% of the vote in Sunday’s elections. But 
the rigours of putting together a coalition all over again 
may have sobered the sense of victory for Prime Minis¬ 
ter Antonio Costa, who leads a minority government. 
The Socialists have emerged as the largest party, unlike 
in 2015, when the centre-right Social Democrat (PSD)’s 
failure presented them with an opportunity to forge a 
coalition. The Socialists’ main coalition partner, the an¬ 
ti-capitalist Left Bloc (BE) has held on to its seats, while 
the Communist party (PCP) has lost a few. The new par¬ 
liamentary arithmetic appears advantageous to the So¬ 
cialists, but it may not always convert into greater polit¬ 
ical leverage. When the coalition took shape among the 
three parties some weeks after the 2015 elections, it was 
described as “geringonqa”, or an ‘unlikely contraption’. 
The two left-wing parties backed a minority PS govern¬ 
ment only on the latter’s promise to end the austerity 
policies of the centre-right administration. 

This time around, conditions are markedly different, 
with unemployment around 6%, and a positive outlook 
from credit ratings agencies. Mr. Costa has committed 
to maintaining fiscal discipline and a surplus budget to 
cushion Lisbon from the risk of a global recession. 
While the prospect of a zero per cent budget deficit may 
hold some appeal in European Union circles, the Social¬ 
ists’ allies are concerned about Mr. Costa’s evident shift 
in stance. The BE has not guaranteed support for Mr. 
Costa, declined to accept ministerial positions, and in¬ 
stead offered backing based solely on specific issues. 
The party has said that it would advocate for an in¬ 
crease in the minimum wage, roll-back of pension cuts, 
investments to combat global warming and other la¬ 
bour legislation. Mr. Costa, possibly expecting a more 
assertive BE, had cautioned voters against the risk of 
political instability - drawing comparison with the im¬ 
passe in neighbouring Spain - if the Socialists were not 
handed a majority. Now that the polls are behind, the 
Prime Minister has the delicate task of negotiating with 
the same allies in the weeks ahead. A guarantee to es¬ 
chew the path of punitive austerity could go some way 
to assuage the concerns of the BE and the PCP. Mr. Cos¬ 
ta should also address the charge that despite his anti¬ 
austerity drive, several sectors are woefully in need of 
public investment. His priority regarding the need for a 
stable government is understandable. The political dea¬ 
dlock he had warned of after Sunday’s elections must 
be averted at any cost. Mr. Costa seems best placed for 
the task, going by the plaudits he has won for balancing 
the need for growth and fiscal rectitude. 


Stirring up the truth about ZBNF 

Zero Budget Natural Farming has no scientific validation and its inclusion into agricultural policy appears unwise 



M ost criticisms of modern 
agricultural practices are 
criticisms of post-Liebig 
developments in agricultural 
science. It was after the pioneering 
work of Justus von Liebig and Frie¬ 
drich Wohler in organic chemistry 
in the 19th century that chemical 
fertilizers began to be used in agri¬ 
culture. In the 20th century, the 
criticisms levelled against Green 
Revolution technologies were crit¬ 
icisms of the increasing “chemical- 
isation” of agriculture. 

Claims were made that alterna¬ 
tive, non-chemical agricultures 
were possible. Organic farming be¬ 
came an umbrella term that repre¬ 
sented a variety of non-chemical 
and less-chemical oriented meth¬ 
ods of farming. Rudolf Steiner’s 
biodynamics, Masanobu Fukuo¬ 
ka’s one-straw revolution and Ma¬ 
dagascar’s System of Rice Intensifi¬ 
cation (SRI) were examples of 
specific alternatives proposed. In 
India, such alternatives and their 
variants included, among others, 
homoeo-farming, Vedic farming, 
Natu-eco farming, Agnihotra farm¬ 
ing and Amrutpani farming. Zero 
Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF), 
popularised by Subhash Palekar, is 
the most recent entry into this 
group. 

According to Mr. Palekar, all 
knowledge created by agricultural 
universities is false. He calls Liebig 
as “Mr. Lie Big”. He labels chemi¬ 
cal fertilizers and pesticides as 
“demonic substances”, cross-bred 
cows as “demonic species” and 
biotechnology and tractors as “de¬ 
monic technologies”. At the same 
time, Mr. Palekar is also critical of 


organic farming. For him, “organ¬ 
ic farming” is “more dangerous 
than chemical farming”, and 
“worse than [an] atom bomb”. He 
calls vermicomposting a “scandal” 
and Eisenia foetida, the red worm 
used to make vermicompost, as 
the “destructor beast”. He also 
calls Steiner’s biodynamic farming 
“bio-dynamite farming”. His own 
alternative of ZBNF is, thus, posed 
against both inorganic farming 
and organic farming. 

Mr. Palekar’s premise is that soil 
has all the nutrients plants need. 
To make these nutrients available 
to plants, we need the intermedia¬ 
tion of microorganisms. For this, 
he recommends the “four wheels 
of ZBNF”: Bijamrit, Jivamrit, 
Mulching and Waaphasa. Bijamrit 
is the microbial coating of seeds 
with formulations of cow urine 
and cow dung. Jivamrit is the en¬ 
hancement of soil microbes using 
an inoculum of cow dung, cow 
urine, and jaggery. Mulching is the 
covering of soil with crops or crop 
residues. Waaphasa is the building 
up of soil humus to increase soil 
aeration. In addition, ZBNF in¬ 
cludes three methods of insect 
and pest management: Agniastra, 
Brahmastra and Neemastra (all dif¬ 
ferent preparations using cow 
urine, cow dung, tobacco, fruits, 
green chilli, garlic and neem). 

Unsubstantiated claims 

To begin with, ZBNF is hardly zero 
budget. Many ingredients of Mr. 
Palekar’s formulations have to be 
purchased. These apart, wages of 
hired labour, imputed value of fa¬ 
mily labour, imputed rent over 
owned land, costs of maintaining 
cows and paid-out costs on elec¬ 
tricity and pump sets are all costs 
that ZBNF proponents convenient¬ 
ly ignore. 

Second, there are no indepen¬ 
dent studies to validate the claims 
that ZBNF plots have a higher yield 
than non-ZBNF plots. The Govern¬ 



ment of Andhra Pradesh has a re¬ 
port, but it appears to be a self-ap¬ 
praisal by the implementing 
agency; independent studies 
based on field trials are not availa¬ 
ble. There is a report from the La 
Via Campesina for Karnataka, but 
it is based on accounts of practi¬ 
tioners and not field trials. One 
field trial is ongoing at the G.B. 
Pant University of Agriculture and 
Technology, but its full results will 
be available only after five years. 
According to reliable sources, pre¬ 
liminary observations of these 
field trials have recorded a yield 
shortfall of about 30% in ZBNF 
plots when compared with non- 
ZBNF plots. 

Standing reason on its head 

Third, most of Mr. Palekar’s claims 
stand agricultural science on its 
head. Indian soils are poor in or¬ 
ganic matter content. About 59% 
of soils are low in available nitro¬ 
gen; about 49% are low in availa¬ 
ble phosphorus; and about 48% 
are low or medium in available po¬ 
tassium. Indian soils are also vary- 
ingly deficient in micronutrients, 
such as zinc, iron, manganese, 
copper, molybdenum and boron. 
Micronutrient deficiencies are not 
just yield-limiting in themselves; 
they also disallow the full expres¬ 
sion of other nutrients in the soil 
leading to an overall decline in fer¬ 
tility. In some regions, soils are sa¬ 
line. In other regions, soils are 
acidic due to nutrient deficiencies 


or aluminium, manganese and 
iron toxicides. In certain other re¬ 
gions, soils are toxic due to heavy 
metal pollution from industrial 
and municipal wastes or excessive 
application of fertilizers and 
pesticides. 

On their part, agricultural scien¬ 
tists do identify the improper/im¬ 
balanced application of fertilizers, 
that too with no focus on micronu¬ 
trients, as a matter of concern. 
Hence, they recommend location- 
specific solutions to nurture soil 
health and sustain increases in soil 
fertility. They suggest soil test- 
based balanced fertilisation and 
integrated nutrient management 
methods combining organic ma¬ 
nures (i.e., farm yard manure, 
compost, crop residues, biofertil¬ 
izers, green manure) with chemi¬ 
cal fertilizers. But ZBNF practition¬ 
ers appear to insist on one blanket 
solution for all the problems of In¬ 
dian soils. One of Mr. Palekar’s fa¬ 
vourite remarks is that “soil testing 
is a conspiracy”. 

Fourth, Mr. Palekar has a totally 
irrational position on the nutrient 
requirements of plants. According 
to him, 98.5% of the nutrients that 
plants need is obtained from air, 
water and sunlight; only 1.5% is 
from the soil. All nutrients are pre¬ 
sent in adequate quantities in all 
types of soils. However, they are 
not in a usable form. Jivamrit, Mr. 
Palekar’s magical concoction, 
makes these nutrients available to 
the plants by increasing the popu¬ 
lation of soil microorganisms. All 
these are baseless claims. The Ji¬ 
vamrit prescription is essentially 
the application of 10 kg of cow 
dung and 10 litres of cow urine per 
acre per month. For a five-month 
season, this means 50 kg of cow 
dung and 50 litres of cow urine. 
Given nitrogen content of 0.5% in 
cow dung and 1% in cow urine, this 
translates to just about 750 g of ni¬ 
trogen per acre per season. This is 
totally inadequate considering the 


nitrogen requirements of Indian 
soils. 

Finally, the spiritual nature of 
agriculture that Mr. Palekar posits 
is troublesome. Some of his state¬ 
ments are odd. He has claimed 
that because of ZBNF’s spiritual 
closeness to nature, its practition¬ 
ers will stop drinking, gambling, 
lying, eating non-vegetarian food 
and wasting resources. For him, 
only Indian Vedic philosophy is 
the “absolute truth”. By placing 
cows at the centre of ZBNF, he 
(wrongly) claims that India’s cattle 
population is falling. From there, 
he espouses empathy for the activ¬ 
ities of gau rakshaks. All of this 
reeks of a cultural chauvinism that 
uncritically celebrates indigenous 
knowledges and reactionary fea¬ 
tures of the past. 

Scientific approach needed 

Undoubtedly, improvement of soil 
health should be a priority agenda 
in India’s agricultural policy. We 
need steps to check wind and wa¬ 
ter erosion of soils. We need inno¬ 
vative technologies to minimise 
physical degradation of soils due 
to waterlogging, flooding and 
crusting. We need to improve the 
fertility of saline, acidic, alkaline 
and toxic soils by reclaiming them. 
We need location-specific inter¬ 
ventions towards balanced fertili¬ 
sation and integrated nutrient 
management. While we try to re¬ 
duce the use of chemical fertilizers 
in some locations, we should be 
open to increasing their use in oth¬ 
er locations. But such a compre¬ 
hensive approach requires a 
strong embrace of scientific tem¬ 
per and a firm rejection of anti¬ 
science postures. In this sense, the 
inclusion of ZBNF into our agricul¬ 
tural policy by the government ap¬ 
pears unwise and imprudent. 


R. Ramakumar isNABARD Chair 
Professor andArjun S.V. is a student at the 
Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai 


Rethinking water management issues 

NITI Aayog’s strategy for water resources is a continuation of failed policies of the past 



CHETAN PANDIT & 
ASIT K. BISWAS 


I n December 2018, NITI Aayog 
released its ‘Strategy for New 
India @75’ which defined clear 
objectives for 2022-23, with an 
overview of 41 distinct areas. In 
this document, however, the stra¬ 
tegy for ‘water resources’ is as insi¬ 
pid and unrealistic as the succes¬ 
sive National Water Policies 
(NWP). Effective strategic plan¬ 
ning must satisfy three essential 
requirements. One, acknowledge 
and analyse past failures; two, sug¬ 
gest realistic and implementable 
goals; and three, stipulate who will 
do what, and within what time 
frame. The ‘strategy’ for water 
fails on all three counts. 

No new vision 

The document reiterates two 
failed ideas: adopting an integrat¬ 
ed river basin management ap¬ 
proach, and setting up of river ba¬ 
sin organisations (RBOs) for major 
basins. The integrated manage¬ 
ment concept has been around for 
70 years, but not even one moder¬ 
ate size basin has been managed 
thus anywhere in the world. And 
32 years after the NWP of 1987 re¬ 
commended RBOs, not a single 
one has been established for any 
major basin. 

The water resources regulatory 


authority is another failed idea. 
Maharashtra established a water 
resources regulatory authority in 
2005. But far from an improve¬ 
ment in managing resources, wa¬ 
ter management in Maharashtra 
has gone from bad to worse. With¬ 
out analysing why the WRA alrea¬ 
dy established has failed, the re¬ 
commendation to establish water 
resources regulatory authorities is 
inexcusable. 

The strategy document notes 
that there is a huge gap between ir¬ 
rigation potential created and util¬ 
ised, and recommends that the 
Water Ministry draw up an action 
plan to complete command area 
development (CAD) works to re¬ 
duce the gap. Again, a recommen¬ 
dation is made without analysing 
why CAD works remain incom¬ 
plete, that too despite having a 
CAD authority as an integral com¬ 
ponent of the ministry. 

Goals include providing adeq¬ 
uate and safe piped water supply 
to all citizens and livestock; pro¬ 
viding irrigation to all farms; pro¬ 
viding water to industries; ensur¬ 
ing continuous and clean flow in 
the “Ganga and other rivers along 
with their tributaries”, i.e. in all In¬ 
dian rivers; assuring long-term 
sustainability of groundwater; sa¬ 
feguarding proper operation and 
maintenance of water infrastruc¬ 
ture; utilising surface water re¬ 
sources to the full potential of 690 
billion cubic metres; improving 
on-farm water-use efficiency; and 
ensuring zero discharge of un¬ 
treated effluents from industrial 
units. These goals are not just over 
ambitious, but absurdly unrealis¬ 



tic, particularly for a five-year win¬ 
dow. Not even one of these goals 
has been achieved in any State in 
the past 72 years. Some goals, such 
as ‘Har Khet Ko Pani (irrigation to 
every field)’, are simply not 
achievable. 

Who is accountable? 

A strategy document must specify 
who will be responsible and ac¬ 
countable for achieving the specif¬ 
ic goals, and in what time-frame. 
Otherwise, no one will accept the 
responsibility to carry out various 
tasks, and nothing will get done. 
Take one goal: “Encourage indus¬ 
tries to utilise recycled/treated wa¬ 
ter”. Merely encouraging someone 
to do something, is not a “goal”. 
That apart, NITI Aayog does not 
say who will do this encouraging, 
and how? Should the State Water 
Ministries do this by restricting or 
even withholding recalcitrant in¬ 
dustry’s access to fresh water? 
Should the Environment Minis¬ 
tries cancel clearances for indus¬ 
tries which do not practise recy¬ 
cling? Or should the Finance 
Ministries do this through mone¬ 
tary incentives and disincentives? 
No one knows. 

Of the issues listed under ‘con¬ 


straints’, only one, the Easement 
Act, 1882, which grants groundwa¬ 
ter ownership rights to landown¬ 
ers, and has resulted in uncon¬ 
trolled extractions of 
groundwater, is actually a con¬ 
straint. The remaining are are not 
constraints. These are: irrigation 
potential created but not being 
used; poor efficiency of irrigation 
systems; indiscriminate use of wa¬ 
ter in agriculture; poor implemen¬ 
tation and maintenance of pro¬ 
jects; cropping patterns not 
aligned to agroclimatic zones; sub¬ 
sidised pricing of water; citizens 
not getting piped water supply; 
and contamination of groundwa¬ 
ter. These are problems, caused 
by 72 years of mis-governance in 
the water sector, and remain chal¬ 
lenges for the future. 

Ideas listed under ‘way for¬ 
ward’ and ‘suggested reforms’ do 
not say how any of these will come 
about. For example, there is no re¬ 
commendation to amend the 
Easement Act, or to stop subsi- 
dised/free electricity to farmers. 
On the contrary, the strategy re¬ 
commends promoting solar 
pumps. These are environmental¬ 
ly correct and ease the financial 
burden on electricity supply agen¬ 
cies. However, the free electricity 
provided by solar units will further 
encourage unrestricted pumping 
of groundwater, and will further 
aggravate the problem of a steady 
decline of groundwater levels. 

Reforms overlooked 

The document fails to identify real 
constraints. For example, it notes 
that the Ken-Betwa River inter¬ 


linking project, the India-Nepal 
Pancheshwar project, and the 
Siang project in Northeast India 
need to be completed. A major 
roadblock in completion of these 
projects is public interest litiga¬ 
tions filed in the National Green 
Tribunal, the Supreme Court, or in 
various High Courts. Unless the 
government has a plan to arrest 
the blatant misuse of PIL for envi¬ 
ronmental posturing, not only 
these but also other infrastructure 
projects will remain bogged down 
in court rooms. 

The document takes no cogni¬ 
sance of some real and effective re¬ 
forms that were once put into mo¬ 
tion but later got stalled, such as a 
National Water Framework law; 
significant amendments to the In¬ 
ter-State River Water Disputes Act; 
and the Dam Safety Bill. 

India’s water problems can be 
solved with existing knowledge, 
technology and available funds. 
But India’s water establishment 
needs to admit that the strategy 
pursued so far has not worked. 
Only then can a realistic vision 
emerge. It is unfortunate that NITI 
Aayog has failed to admit this and 
has prescribed only a continuation 
of past failed policies. Far from 
solving our water problems, this 
helps India to continue walking on 
the unsustainable path it has pur¬ 
sued for decades. 


Chetan Pandit is a former member of the 
Central Water Commission. AsitK. Biswas 
is Distinguished Visiting Professor, 
University of Glasgow, U.IC, and 
Chairman, Water Management 
International Pte Ltd, Singapore 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials. 


Growing intolerance? 

The Editorial (“Sedition 
annoyance”, October 8) is a 
grim reminder of the height 
of intolerance towards 
freedom of expression. 
India’s pluralistic society 
has seen disturbances on 
religious lines, but never 
before has anyone felt that 
the country is treading the 
dangerous path of religious 
polarisation as we see it 
now. 

It is painful to see the 
secular fabric which has 
been woven together with 
mutual understanding and 
harmony since 
Independence, being 
shredded which even those 
of standing in the ruling 
party are turning a blind 
eye to and intentionally so 
- and all the more 


worrying. If true patriots 
have FIRs slapped on them 
for their genuine concern 
about secularism, then the 
plight of the common man 
who dares to raise a finger 
against the establishment 
on religious intolerance, is 
anybody’s guess. The Prime 
Minister and the Home 
Minister should 
concentrate on good 
governance which includes 
facing criticism and the 
press, allaying the fears and 
concerns of people instead 
of always keeping the 
country on tenterhooks and 
focusing on development in 
the run-up to elections 
rather than on the planks of 
hyper-nationalism and 
Hindutva. 

G.B. SlVANANDAM, 

Coimbatore 


■ The democratic strength of 
a nation is assessed by how 
its citizens can freely express 
their thoughts and views 
despite being caustic to the 
ruling dispensation or those 
who are majoritarian. By 
framing charges of sedition 
against eminent people, the 
notion of intolerance has 
only been strengthened. 
Criticism of government is 
not sedition. 

Gagan Pratap Singh, 

Noida, Uttar Pradesh 

■ Sedition arises out of 
demonstrable crime against 
the state and not out of 
disenchantment with it. It is 
a pity that we should be 
revisiting the days of the Raj. 
It is an anachronism that the 
notion of freedom of speech 
being above all liberties is 



under siege in this day and 
age. Free expression is a 
product of application of 
sane human intellect to an 
issue at hand to then help 
enrich discourse. Today, as 
intellectualism itself is 
sought to be branded as 
anti-national, few are 
prepared to nurture the very 
sap that feeds the spirit of 
men, society and nations. 

R. Narayanan, 

Navi Mumbai 


Tuesday, at The Hindu 

It is laudable that two 
Editorial meetings a month 
at The Hindu will be open to 
readers to expand 
conversations and trust. 
(’From the Readers’ Editor, 
“Dialogues to bridge 
divides”, October 7). This 
may be the first time in the 



history of leading Indian 
dailies that such an 
interactive opportunity is 
being given to readers. This 
would also help the editors 
understand readers and 


vice-versa in terms of 
penning balanced editorials. 
Tharcius S. Fernando, 

Chennai 

MORE LETTERS ONLINE: 

www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/ 


CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS: 

In “BJP’s backing will help AIADMK, says L. Ganesan” (Inter¬ 
view, some editions, Oct. 7, 2019) the reference to Lok Sabha 
by election in Vellore should be corrected to read as election. 

Editing error: In “Devendra Fadnavis tightens grip on Maha¬ 
rashtra BJP” (Oct. 7,2019), the blurb read: “The CM sidelined sev¬ 
eral bigwigs whose relations with him had soured of late, without 
the high command backing him.” It was actually with the high com¬ 
mand backing. 

A Business page story headlined “Classic Legends to unveil 3 
new Jawa variants” (Oct. 7,2019), said the company “has been ac¬ 
cepting bookings, though the product has been sold out till March 
31,2010”. It should have been March 31,2020. 

In a Metro Plus article titled “The Clean Beauty alphabet soup” 
(Sept. 23, 2019) a part of the quotation attributed to Bhawna Ku¬ 
mar from Ecocert has been redacted. The redacted portion is: 
“For a product to be claimed organic, 96% of the ingredients 
should be certified.” 


The Readers' Editor's office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300; 
E-mail:readerseditor©thehindu.co.in 
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INTERVIEW | SUN WEIDONG 

‘Regional disputes should be resolved 
through dialogue and consultation’ 

The Chinese Ambassador to India on the Wuhan Summit, the boundary question and trade deficit 




China-India relations assume “glo¬ 
bal and strategic significance” 
beyond just the bilateral dimension, 
says Chinese Ambassador to India 
Sun Weidong. In an interview, which 
includes written responses, conduct¬ 
ed ahead of Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s ‘informal summit’ with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 
Mamallapuram in Tamil Nadu this 
week, Mr. Sun speaks of the outcomes 
of the Wuhan Summit and the boun¬ 
dary issue, but declines to answer 
questions on China’s statement on 
Jammu and Kashmir and its ties with 
Pakistan. Edited excerpts: 

What were the outcomes of the 
Wuhan Summit between Prime 
Minister Modi and President Xi last 
year, and how will the summit in 
Mamallapuram build on them? 

■ The positive effect of the Wuhan 
Summit is constantly unfolding. The 
mutual trust and friendship between 
the two leaders is being extended to 
all sectors, localities and peoples of 
the two countries. First, maintain 
close high-level exchanges. President 
Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Naren¬ 
dra Modi have met five times on mul¬ 
tilateral occasions and reaffirmed 
their judgment that China and India 
are each other’s development oppor¬ 
tunities rather than threats. Govern¬ 
ment departments, political parties, 
legislatures and the military of the 
two countries have actively engaged 
in high-level exchanges. Second, 
make progress in aligning develop¬ 
ment strategies. In September this 
year, the two sides held the 6th Stra¬ 
tegic Economic Dialogue and the 9th 
Financial Dialogue, and reached new 
consensus on cooperation in policy 
coordination, infrastructure, energy 
conservation and environmental 
protection, high technology, energy 
and medicine. Third, step up coordi¬ 
nation in global governance. China 
and India are both members of multi¬ 


lateral mechanisms such as the Chi- 
na-Russia-India Trilateral, BRICS, 
SCO and G20, and share common in¬ 
terests in promoting globalisation 
and opposing trade protectionism. 
On major international issues, China 
and India have shared interests and 
similar positions. 

As the only two major developing 
countries with a population of over 
one billion and important represen¬ 
tatives of emerging economies, Chi¬ 
na-India relations transcend the bi¬ 
lateral dimension and assume global 
and strategic significance. 

Has there been any progress on the 
boundary question since the Wuhan 
Summit, and do you expect the 
upcoming summit to make any move 
towards completing the “second 
phase” of a “framework settlement”? 
■ The China-India boundary ques¬ 
tion is a complex and sensitive issue. 
Since the establishment of the Spe¬ 
cial Representatives meeting on the 
boundary question in 2003, the two 
sides have held 21 rounds of meet¬ 
ings, which have played an impor¬ 
tant role in promoting the settlement 
of the boundary question and main¬ 
taining peace and tranquility in the 
border areas. Before the final settle¬ 
ment of the boundary question, we 
need to jointly maintain peace and 
tranquility in the border areas. 

I want to point out that it is normal 
for neighbours to have differences. 
The key is to properly handle diffe¬ 
rences and find a solution through 
dialogue and consultation. Over the 
past decades, not a single bullet has 
been fired at the China-India border 


area and peace and tranquility has 
been maintained. The boundary 
question is only a part of China-India 
relations. We [should] not let the 
boundary dispute affect the normal 
development of bilateral relations. 

India continues to oppose the Belt 
and Road Initiative. Are there other 
ways in which China and India can 
cooperate on multilateral issues? 

■ The world economy is at a cross¬ 
roads, and the rise of protectionism 
and unilateralism is seriously affect¬ 
ing global stability. The uncertainty 
of the international situation poses 
common challenges to both China 
and India. Strengthening solidarity 
and cooperation between us is an op¬ 
portunity for our respective develop¬ 
ment and the world at large. 

China and India should strengthen 
communication and coordination on 
international and regional affairs. We 
jointly advocated the Five Principles 
of Peaceful Coexistence, which have 
become the basic norms of interna¬ 
tional relations. We should stick to 
these principles. At the international 
level, we should firmly uphold the in¬ 
ternational system with the UN at its 
core and make the international or¬ 
der more just and equitable. We 
need to steadily advance reform of 
the World Trade Organization, pro¬ 
mote South-South cooperation, and 
adhere to the core values and princi¬ 
ples of the WTO, promote trade and 
investment liberalisation and facilita¬ 
tion, and build an open world econo¬ 
my that is conducive to the further 
development of developing coun¬ 
tries and emerging markets. At the 


regional level, we should resolve dis¬ 
putes peacefully through dialogues 
and consultations and jointly uphold 
regional peace and stability. We will 
continue to carry out ‘China-India 
plus’ cooperation, promote free 
trade, infrastructure development 
and regional cooperation initiatives 
like the BCIM cooperation, harmo¬ 
nise policies and development stra¬ 
tegies of all countries, strengthen 
cooperation in the fields of energy 
conservation, poverty alleviation, 
environmental protection and cli¬ 
mate change, and achieve common 
prosperity. 

What steps have been taken to 
address the issue of the $60 billion 
India-China bilateral trade deficit in 
China’s favour, and do you think that 
India will join the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) Agreement? 

■ China and India should uphold 
free trade and jointly speak out 
against trade protectionism and un¬ 
ilateralism. They should work togeth¬ 
er to promote regional economic in¬ 
tegration and speed up negotiations 
on the RCEP Agreement. 

China has never pursued a trade 
surplus, and the trade imbalance 
between China and India is largely 
the result of differences in their in¬ 
dustrial structures. China has taken 
active measures to increase imports 
from India, including lowering tariffs 
on some Indian imports to China, 
sending purchasing delegations to 
India, and assisting in the export of 
Indian agricultural products and 
pharmaceuticals to China. Over the 
past five years, China’s imports from 
India have increased by 15%. In the 
first half of this year, India’s trade 
deficit with China fell by 13.5% year- 
on-year, and its agricultural export to 
China doubled over the same period 
last year. The box office of Indian 
films is twice as much in China as in 
India. These figures have shown Chi¬ 
na’s efforts and sincerity in address¬ 
ing the trade imbalance. China wel¬ 
comes more exports of marketable 
and competitive Indian products to 
the Chinese market. 


The full interview is available on 
www.thehindu.com 


A life in the balance 

India has other options to seek enforcement of the ICJ’s 
verdict in the Kulbhushan Jadhav case 



SATVIK VARMA 


In July, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
had unanimously held Pakistan’s actions in 
the Kulbhushan Jadhav case to be violative of 
its obligations under the Vienna Convention. 
Islamabad was directed to immediately 
cease its “wrongful acts” of a “continuing 
character”. While India’s plea for Mr. Jad¬ 
hav’s release was rejected, the ICJ noted, as 
imperative, its direction to Pakistan to re¬ 
view and reconsider the conviction and sen¬ 
tence of Mr. Jadhav. It went to the extent of 
saying that this directive was to be followed 
even if Pakistan was required to enact appro¬ 
priate legislation in this behalf. The ICJ noted 
that the obligation to provide effective re¬ 
view and reconsideration is “an obligation of 
result” which “must be performed uncondi¬ 
tionally”. The ICJ directed Pakistan to inform 
Mr. Jadhav forthwith about his rights and to 
arrange for his legal representation, and pro¬ 
vide India consular access. 

Recourse to the UNSC 

Indian diplomatic officials were granted con¬ 
sular access to Mr. Jadhav six weeks after the 
verdict. Post this two-hour interaction, the 
External Affairs Ministry stated that “Jadhav 
appeared to be under extreme pressure to 
parrot a false narrative to bolster Pakistan’s 
untenable claims”, most likely relating to Mr. 
Jadhav’s purported confessional statement. 
Since this first round of consular access, In¬ 
dia’s repeated requests for a follow-on ses¬ 
sion have been snubbed, perhaps owing to 
the breakdown in bilateral ties between In¬ 
dia and Pakistan over India’s decision on 
Jammu and Kashmir. While a diplomatic and 
negotiated resolution is preferable, it doesn’t 
seem imminent especially after the brink¬ 
manship displayed by the Pakistani Prime 
Minister at the UN General Assembly. Fortu¬ 
nately, India has other options to seek enfor¬ 
cement of the ICJ verdict. 

Notably, judgments of the ICJ are final and 
without appeal. The ICJ has the exclusive 
authority over any dispute relating to the 
meaning and scope of its judgments. The UN 
Charter mandates that each member state of 
the UN should comply with the ICJ’s deci¬ 
sions. So, if Pakistan fails to perform the obli¬ 
gations incumbent upon it under the July 
judgment, then India has recourse to the UN 
Security Council (UNSC) under the Charter. 
At such initiation, if the UNSC deems it ne¬ 
cessary, it can make recommendations or 


decide the measures to be undertaken to 
give effect to the judgment. A debate may en¬ 
sue before the UNSC, and the defaulting state 
may also seek to advance arguments ques¬ 
tioning the validity of the ICJ verdict. 

The Nicaragua example 

This process was tested many years ago in 
‘Military and Paramilitary Activities in and 
against Nicaragua’. At the time, Nicaragua 
had a judgment in its favour. It called upon 
the U.S. to comply with the judgment, and 
upon its failure, approached the UNSC. Ac¬ 
cordingly, a draft resolution was adopted 
and, as a permanent member, the U.S. ex¬ 
pectedly voted against it. Nicaragua then ap¬ 
proached the General Assembly even 
though, unlike the UNSC, the General As¬ 
sembly is not specifically vested with the 
power to deal with non-compliance and 
non-enforcement of the ICJ’s decisions. Not¬ 
withstanding, the General Assembly allowed 
voting to be carried out on “decisions to re¬ 
mind members of their obligations under 
the Charter”. And while the decision of the 
General Assembly was non-binding, it was 
put to the floor where it received 94 votes to 
three, with 47 abstentions. The objective was 
to emphasise on members not to defeat the 
purpose of the Charter and its obligations. 

And while neither the UNSC nor the Gen¬ 
eral Assembly will ever interfere with the 
judicial authority of the ICJ, the UNSC may 
“make recommendations or decide upon 
measures to be taken to give effect to the 
judgment”. The Charter also provides for 
other measures in the nature of economic 
sanctions or severance of diplomatic rela¬ 
tions, but those are unlikely to follow now 
owing to China, a permanent member of the 
UNSC, openly supporting Pakistan. In fact, 
post the revocation of Article 370, when Pa¬ 
kistan raised the Kashmir issue before the 
UNSC, it received China’s support. 

But interestingly on the Jadhav case, even 
the Chinese appointee to the ICJ, who is also 
the Court’s Vice-President, voted in India’s 
favour. This poses a remarkable situation be¬ 
cause what lies here is more than just diplo¬ 
matic alliances. It concerns the supremacy 
and judicial sanctity of the ICJ and conse¬ 
quently the rule of law. Resultantly, on the 
facts of the Jadhav case and the unanimous 
nature of the ICJ verdict, Pakistan will find it 
tough to sustain any defence before the 
UNSC should India go that way. Time is clear¬ 
ly of essence with Mr. Jadhav’s life in the ba¬ 
lance; India needs to act swiftly. This may be 
time to also remind ourselves and the inter¬ 
national community that “the law isn’t 
what’s written; it’s what’s enforced.” 


Satvilc Varma is a litigation counsel and corporate 
attorney based in New Delhi 


Towards a strategic partnership 

The exchanges between India and Mexico this week 
represent an opportunity to strengthen bilateral ties 


FEDERICO SALAS 


Mexico and India have had 69 years 
of diplomatic relations based on mu¬ 
tual interest and understanding. In 
2007, a Privileged Partnership was 
established between both countries 
and we are now working towards a 
Strategic Partnership. A new govern¬ 
ment began in Mexico last December 
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
was reappointed to a new term in 
May, setting the stage for a broader 
and deeper collaboration upon our 
shared democratic values. 

Two nations, one goal 

As two ancient rivers that merge into 
one throughout time, Mexico and In¬ 
dia have a common goal: social deve¬ 
lopment and inclusion. To accom¬ 
plish this, we are determined to 
promote trade and investment in 
priority sectors; improve market ac¬ 
cess, including for agricultural pro¬ 
ducts; promote tou¬ 
rism; and foster 
cooperation in many 
areas, such as energy, 
science and technolo¬ 
gy. Our collaboration 
is also important to 
strengthen multilater¬ 
alism and the rules- 
based international 
system, and to foster cooperation 
within mechanisms such as the G20. 

This week we will hold senior offi¬ 
cial consultations. Mexico’s Vice Mi¬ 
nister of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador 
Julian Ventura, is in New Delhi head¬ 
ing a delegation that includes repre¬ 
sentatives of the private sector and 
academia. In this context, we will 
hold a dialogue with Indian partners 
on innovation and social develop¬ 
ment to set ambitious goals for the 
coming years. 

As a result of our mutual economic 
strengths, and considering the re¬ 
gional and global importance of Mex¬ 
ico and India, we have achieved ra¬ 
pidly expanding trade and 
investment links between our two 
countries. Mexico has become In¬ 
dia’s top trading partner in Latin 
America and it is the top investor 
from the region in India, while India 
is now for the first time among Mexi¬ 
co’s top 10 commercial partners. Our 



bilateral trade reached more than $10 
billion in 2018, four times what it was 
in 2009. 

Tourism is also a growing sector 
that brings our two peoples together: 
we share the pride of being the heirs 
of ancient and rich civilisations, and 
our cultural partnerships give our 
ties depth and vision. In 2018, Mexi¬ 
co attracted 41 million international 
tourists, 6% more than the previous 
year. According to the WTO, Mexico 
is the sixth most-visited country in 
the world, and it is proud home to 35 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites, a fi¬ 
gure comparable to India’s. 

But what is most relevant is that, in 
2018, Indians have been among the 
top 20 visitors to Mexico, and Indian 
tourism to Mexico is exceeding that 
of many European countries. Oppor¬ 
tunities for Indian tourists visiting 
Mexico are endless, as they comprise 
adventure tourism, ancient archaeo¬ 
logical sites, magical colonial towns, 
unforgettable gastro¬ 
nomy and much 
more. This has also 
been made possible 
by the wide variety 
of flights and airlines 
connecting both 
countries. More con¬ 
nectivity to facilitate 
leisure travel also en¬ 
hances trade and business coopera¬ 
tion between our two countries. 

Shaping the global agenda 

The exchanges Mexico and India are 
undertaking this week represent an 
opportunity to strengthen this bilat¬ 
eral relationship, a time to continue 
the conversation about our common 
future, and a space to find local answ¬ 
ers to global issues. Together we can 
quite literally reach out to the stars in 
the field of space cooperation. To¬ 
gether we can bring a social perspec¬ 
tive to the world of technology and 
innovation. Together, finally, we can 
advance to shape the global agenda 
so that it benefits our communities, 
their future and well-being. No small 
challenge, but one that can be 
achieved with the firm solidarity bet¬ 
ween India and Mexico. 


Federico Salas is Ambassador of Mexico to 
India 
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Aarey: thousands of trees foiled to construct metro rail shed. 


DATA POINT 


Bypassing 
the system 


A Look at the data on banking frauds detected indicates that the number has 
exponentially risen in the past decade. Loan frauds constituted the highest percentage 
of frauds in FY 2019. By Varun B. Krishnan 


More frauds under lens 

While the number of bank frauds detected 
rose by 45% in FY '19 compared to FY 
'09, the amount of money involved spiked 
35 times in the same period. The average 
quantum of a fraud has increased over the 
past decade, from ?0.4 crore in FY '09 to 
?10 crore in FY '19 
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Loan quandary 

Loans (advances) 
constituted the highest 
number and quantum 
of frauds in FY '19 
among all categories 
of fraud. While card/ 
Internet frauds 
constituted 27% of the 
total number of frauds, 
they accounted for 
just 0.3% of the total 
amount, indicating a 
lower amount involved 
per fraud in these cases 


PSBs in 
a pickle 

Public Sector 
Banks accounted 
for the highest 
number of frauds 
and quantum 
(90.2%). In the 
chart on the 
right, each circle 
represents a 
type of banking 
institution, while 
the size indicates 
average amount 
per fraudulent 
transaction in 
FY '19 
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*Off-balance sheet transactions are those which are not recorded on balance sheets | Source: RBI 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 9, 1969 

Distinct change in Pak. attitude 

Mr. Dinesh Singh, External Affairs Minister, 
said here [New Delhi] to-day [October 8] that 
he noted a “distinct change” in Pakistan’s at¬ 
titude during talks with his Pakistani coun¬ 
terpart at the United Nations. Mr. Singh who 
returned to New Delhi to-day after leading 
the Indian delegation to the United Nations 
General Assembly session said that Pakistan 
had now come round to the idea that the 
problems between the two countries should 
be discussed on a bilateral basis. Asked if his 
talks with Pakistan Information Minister, Na- 
wabzada Sher Ali Khan, leader of the Pakis¬ 
tan delegation to the United Nations, would 
lead to a dialogue with that country Mr. 
Singh said he could not say how things 
would develop in the future. “Our attempt 
was to see that our differences are discussed 
bilaterally and peacefully and not necessari¬ 
ly before the international community.” In¬ 
dia, he said, felt that the problems between 
the two countries could best be discussed bi¬ 
laterally and “Pakistan has come round to 
our idea.” He told a questioner that this did 
not mean Pakistan had agreed to drop rais¬ 
ing the Kashmir issue. 


A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 9, 1919. 

The City, the Hope of Democracy. 

Under the auspices of the Y.M.C.A., Rao Ba¬ 
hadur T. Rangachariar delivered an interest¬ 
ing lecture last evening in the Auditorium on 
“The City, the Hope of Democracy.” Mr. A.J. 
Leech presided. The learned lecturer said 
that his experience of the interest evinced by 
Europeans and Indians in the welfare of the 
city of Madras had been most disappointing. 
Only recently the new City Municipal Act 
was passed and the public took very little in¬ 
terest in the Bill when it was considered in 
the local Legislative Council. The only mat¬ 
ter on which people showed some enthu¬ 
siasm was with reference to the question of 
property taxation. Under the new Act the 
Madras Corporation would be getting enor¬ 
mous powers and the scope for the improve¬ 
ment of the city would become very great. 
The city had not grown in importance and 
wealth owing to want of settled and growing 
policy of the Corporation. People had been 
allowing things to take care of themselves. 
All of them had to take stock of the new spi¬ 
rit of the times, the spirit of Democracy. Two 
sections of the new Act 23 and 24 placed 
much power in the hands of the Corpora¬ 
tion. 
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Rajnath formally 
receives first Rafale jet 


The Prime Minster had cited 
“critical operational neces¬ 
sity” of the IAF. As per the 
IGA, deliveries begin 36 
months from signing of con¬ 
tract and will be completed 
in 67 months. 

The RB in the aircraft de¬ 
signation stands for IAF 
Chief Air Chief Marshal 
R.K.S. Bhadauria who as 
then Deputy Chief of IAF led 
the Indian negotiation team 
and had a major role in the 
contract negotiations. In 
fact, the first Rafale built 
was RB-008 and it is on this 
aircraft that the 13 India 
Specific Enhancements 
(ISE) will be incorporated, 
tested and certified before 
they are incorporated on 
the remaining jets which 
will be done after all jets ar¬ 
rive in India. 

The IAF recently resur¬ 


rected the 17 Squadron ‘Gol¬ 
den arrows’ at Air Force sta¬ 
tion Ambala which will 
operate the first squadron of 
Rafale fighter jets once they 
arrive in India. The second 
Rafale squadron would be 
based at the Hasimara base 
in West Bengal. 

Offset clause 

The deal has a 50% offset 
clause as part of which 
French companies in the 
deal are setting up facilities 
in India and tying up with 
local companies to execute 
the obligations. 

Dassault Reliance JV 
(DRAL) production facility 
in Nagpur has started func¬ 
tioning while Thales already 
has presence in Nagpur. En¬ 
gine maker Safran is set to 
inaugurate its facility in 
Hyderabad. 


Lynching concept alien 
to India, says Bhagwat 


He said no one ought to in¬ 
dulge in violence, however 
provocative be a gesture or 
action that might have taken 
place. According to him, In¬ 
dia’s cultural tradition, 
which was unique in the 
world, had always been one 
of acceptance of all com¬ 
munities and castes and that 
RSS activists had been 
raised in the values of this 
tradition. 

“There are reports of pe¬ 
ople of one community in¬ 
flicting violence on the oth¬ 
er. However, the reverse is 
equally true. Moreover, 
there are cases where a cer¬ 
tain community is incited 
and what has actually oc¬ 
curred is deliberately twist¬ 
ed,” said Mr. Bhagwat. He 
charged that certain selfish 
powers were distorting facts 
to aggravate social tensions. 

“Democracy was not a 
concept bequeathed to us 
by Western countries, but it 
has had a rich tradition in 


India,” he remarked. 

Lauding the leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Union Home Mi¬ 
nister Amit Shah in the with¬ 
drawal of Article 370, he 
said: “This government has 
proved it has the will to take 
bold decisions. And it did 
not just steamroll the Bill, 
but passed it in both houses 
of Parliament with the con¬ 
sent of all parties.” 

Commenting on the 
Chandrayaan-2 mission to 
the Lunar South Pole, Mr. 
Bhagwat said that while it 
may not have been a com¬ 
plete success, it drew the 
world’s attention and show¬ 
cased India’s scientific 
prowess. 

Senior Congress leader 
Anand Sharma said, “The is¬ 
sue is not Europe or India, 
English or Hindi. The killing 
of innocent, hapless people 
by agitated mobs is unac¬ 
ceptable to humanity. Lan¬ 
guages don’t matter.” 


Three star gazers 
win Physics Nobel 


Dr. Mayor, who is an astro¬ 
physicist, and Dr. Queloz, an 
astronomer who is also at 
the University of Cambridge 
in Britain, will share the oth¬ 
er half. 

The Nobel committee 
said Dr. Peebles’ theoretical 
framework about the cos¬ 
mos and its billions of galax¬ 
ies and galaxy clusters 
amounted to “the founda¬ 
tion of our modern under¬ 
standing of the universe's 
history, from the Big Bang to 
the present day.” 

A clearly delighted Dr. 
Peebles chuckled repeatedly 
during a phone interview, 
recalling how he answered a 
5:30 a.m. phone call from 
Stockholm thinking that “It’s 
either something very won¬ 
derful or it's something 
horrible.” 

Dr. Mayor and Dr. Queloz 
were credited with having 
“started a revolution in as¬ 
tronomy” notably with the 
discovery of exoplanet 51 Pe- 


gasi B, a gaseous ball com¬ 
parable with Jupiter, in 1995 
- a time when, as Dr. Mayor 
recalled - “no one knew 
whether exoplanets existed 
or not.” “Prestigious astro¬ 
nomers had been searching 
for them for years, in vain!” 
Dr. Mayor quipped. 

The committee said more 
than 4,000 exoplanets have 
since been found in the Mil¬ 
ky Way. 

“Mayor and Queloz pio¬ 
neered the path that will al¬ 
low our generation to ad¬ 
dress one of the most 
exciting questions in 
science: Are we alone?” 
wrote Avi Loeb, chair of the 
Harvard University astrono¬ 
my department, in an email. 
“We now know that about a 
quarter of all stars have a 
planet of Earth’s size and 
surface temperature, with 
the potential of hosting li¬ 
quid water and the chemis¬ 
try of life on its surface,” he 
said. 


BJP plays up Article 370 for polls 

Amit Shah flags off party campaign in Maharashtra from drought-hit Beed 


SHAR AD VYAS 

BEED 

The dilution of Article 370 
was made possible by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, and 
people should vote the Bha¬ 
ratiya Janata Party back to 
power in Maharashtra for 
making an impossible task 
possible. Union Home Minis¬ 
ter and party president Amit 
Shah said on Tuesday. 

He was flagging off the 
party’s election campaign in 
the State from the drought- 
hit Marathwada region. 

“The festivities of Vijay- 
dashmi are symbolic of the 
victory of good over evil, and 
the election must be treated 
by the voters in the same 
manner. Prime Minister Mo¬ 
di has united this country 
with the common thread of 
nationalism by removing Ar¬ 
ticle 370 in a single stroke. 
The people of Maharashtra 
must vote with that in mind 
in this election,” Mr. Shah 
said. 

Quick decision 

Speaking at the annual Dasa- 
ra rally at Savargaon in Pato- 
da talulca, he said Mr. Modi 
had fulfilled the aspirations 
of those who voted the party 
to victory with over 300 
seats in the Lok Sabha elec¬ 
tion. Following this, the Mo¬ 
di government only took five 



Bugle call: Home Minister Amit Shah and Maharashtra's Minister for Rural Development 
Pankaja Munde at the Launch of the BJP's election campaign in Beed on Tuesday, ■deepaksalvi 


months to remove Article 
370. “The work pending for 
the past 70 years was com¬ 
pleted in less than five 
months of this government. 
This achievement of Modiji 
must be taken to every hou¬ 
sehold for the Maharahtra 
election,” Mr. Shah told the 
large gathering. 

The BJP president high¬ 
lighted the work done by the 
party for the OBCs, citing the 
backward classes commis¬ 
sion and several develop¬ 
ment schemes for them. 


Speaking on the occasion, 
senior BJP leader and Guar¬ 
dian Minister of Beed Panka¬ 
ja Munde said Mr. Modi and 
Mr. Shah had done what the 
entire world thought was im¬ 
possible. “They have man¬ 
aged to hoist the Indian flag 
where no one thought was 
possible,” she said. 

Ms. Munde is contesting 
the election from the Parli 
constituency in Beed where 
she faces a close fight from 
Dhananjay Munde, a cousin 
and senior Nationalist Con¬ 


gress Party leader. 

The rally was disturbed 
on several occasions by Ms. 
Munde’s supporters who de¬ 
manded she be a made a 
chief ministerial face. “'We 
feel she is the ideal candi¬ 
date for the chief minister’s 
post while taking forward 
Gopinath Munde’s legacy,” 
Piyush Khape, a resident 
said, adding she needs to 
work harder and not merely 
depend on sentiment in fa¬ 
vour of her late father for 
achieving electoral victory. 


Congress battles to keep 
flock together in Haryana 

Former State Finance Minister resigns 


VIKAS VASUDEVA 

CHANDIGARH 

With less than two weeks 
left for the Assembly polls in 
Haryana, the Congress is 
battling to keep its flock to¬ 
gether with former State Fi¬ 
nance Minister and senior 
leader Sampat Singh being 
the latest to quit the party. 

Mr. Singh was reportedly 
upset at being denied party 
ticket from Nalwa in Hisar 
district. 

Announcing his resigna¬ 
tion on Monday, Mr. Singh 
vowed to make sure that 
Congress candidates ended 
up forfeiting their deposits 
in Hisar district. 

Last week, former Harya¬ 
na Congress chief Ashok 
Tanwar resigned from the 
party. 

More than 20 Congress 
leaders in Haryana includ¬ 
ing former Ministers and 
MLAs have quit the party in 
recent weeks. The promi¬ 
nent names include S.C. 
Chaudhary from Faridabad, 
Ramswarup Rama from Ra- 
tia. Subhash Chaudhary 
from Jagadhari, Ranjit Chau- 
tala from Rania, Mange Ram 
Gupta from Jind, Nirmal 
Singh from Ambala Canton¬ 
ment and Satpal Sangwan 
from Dadri. 

While the impact of lead- 



Sampat Singh 

ers leaving the party would 
be largely confined to their 
respective Assembly seg¬ 
ments, the psychological 
impact of the departures on 
party workers could be 
more significant, said Kush- 
al Pal, head of the Political 
Science Department at the 
Dyal Singh College in 
Karnal. 

The Congress leadership 
in the State, however, was 
undeterred, and termed the 
exits a “usual phenome¬ 
non” in the run-up to the 
elections. Former Chief Mi¬ 
nister Bhupinder Singh 
Hooda said on Tuesday that 
“several leaders from the 
Bharatiya Janta Party and 
many from the Congress 
have left [their parties]; it’s 
not a big deal. It happens 
during election days. We are 
not worried about it, these 
are individual decisions.” 


Jhansi youth killed in 
fake encounter: family 

Magisterial probe ordered in case 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

LUCKNOW 

The killing of a youth in an 
alleged police encounter in 
Jhansi took a political turn 
after his family and the Sa- 
majwadi Party accused the 
Uttar Pradesh police of mur¬ 
dering him. 

Pushpendra Yadav was 
cremated by the police on 
Monday night after his fami¬ 
ly refused to take the body 
till a murder case is lodged 
against the officer who shot 
him. Additional Superinten¬ 
dent of Police, Jhansi, Rahul 


Mithas said the body was 
cremated in the presence of 
a magistrate after the family 
refused to receive it till as 
late as 8 p.m. on Monday. 

“The body was decom¬ 
posing,” Mr. Mithas said. 

The family members have 
been sitting in protest after 
Pushpendra was shot dead 
by the police on the inter¬ 
vening night of October 5 
and 6. A magisterial probe 
has been ordered. “If 
anyone is guilty, we will act 
against them,” said Jhansi 
SSP Om Prakash Singh. 


Priyanka to meet new U.P. team 

Congress State unit was revamped with a bulk of posts going to OBC leaders 


SPECI AL CORRESPNDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Congress general secretary 
Priyanka Gandhi-Vadra, who 
is the party in-charge of east¬ 
ern Uttar Pradesh, is expect¬ 
ed to meet the newly ap¬ 
pointed office-bearers next 
week as the party has re¬ 
vamped its State unit. 

Apart from appointing 
Ajay Kumar Lallu as the State 
president, the party appoint¬ 
ed four vice-presidents and 
12 general secretaries in the 
State unit. 

A new 18-member adviso¬ 
ry council has been set up to 


advise the general secretary, 
while an eight-member 
working group on strategy 
and planning has been 
formed. 

Ms. Vadra is expected to 
visit the State on October 14 
and spend a couple of days 
getting feedback from the 
new office-bearers and as¬ 
sign responsibilities. The 
meetings are important as 
she seems set to take over as 
the party in-charge for entire 
U.P. as the Congress at¬ 
tempts a political revival in 
the crucial State. 

Party insiders said the re¬ 



Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 

vamping exercise had tried 
to balance caste equations 
with members of major 
castes finding a place in the 


newly constituted State unit 
but the emphasis had been 
on getting OBC votes. The 
group has been given a ma¬ 
jor chunk with 45% of the 
posts in the State committee; 
Dalits have been given 20%, 
while Muslims have got 15%. 

Just ahead of the Lok Sab¬ 
ha election, the Congress 
had divided the State unit in¬ 
to western U.P. and eastern 
U.P.; Jyotiraditya Scindia was 
made in charge of west. 

Now, the Congress is hop¬ 
ing to get some traction 
among voters with Ms. Vadra 
leading the party’s fightback. 


Eminent people speak out against FIR 

They ask how writing an open letter to the PM can be called ‘an act of sedition’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Over 180 eminent people, in¬ 
cluding actor Naseeruddin 
Shah, cinematographer 
Anand Pradhan, historian 
Romila Thapar and activist 
Harsh Mander, have con¬ 
demned the FIR filed against 
49 eminent citizens in Mu- 
zaffarpur, Bihar for writing 
to the Prime Minister high¬ 
lighting the rise of mob 
lynchings in the country. 

In a new letter, they ques¬ 
tioned how writing an open 
letter to the Prime Minister 
could be called “an act of se¬ 
dition”. 

“An FIR has been lodged 
against forty-nine of our col¬ 
leagues in the cultural com¬ 
munity, simply because they 
performed their duty as res- 





Romila Thapar 

pected members of civil so¬ 
ciety. They wrote an open 
letter to the Prime Minister, 
expressing concern about 
mob lynching in our coun¬ 
try. Can this be called an act 
of sedition? Or is harassment 
by misusing the courts a ploy 
to silence citizens’ voices?” 


the letter read. The signato¬ 
ries included writers Ashok 
Vajpeyi and Jerry Pinto, aca¬ 
demic Ira Bhaskar, poet Jeet 
Thayil, author Shamsul Is¬ 
lam, musician T.M. Krishna 
and filmmaker-activist Saba 
Dewan. They said they 
would continue to speak up 
against silencing of “people’s 
voices”. 

Tharoor’s plea 

Congress Lok Sabha mem¬ 
ber Shashi Tharoor on Tues¬ 
day shared a letter he had 
sent to Prime Minister Na¬ 
rendra Modi on Twitter, in 
which he asked the Prime 
Minister to take a “public 
stand” to welcome dissent 
and expressed his “strong 
protest” over the FIR against 
49 eminent citizens who had 


raised concerns about 
lynching. 

Mr. Tharoor said the 
Prime Minister should as¬ 
sure the nation of his “com¬ 
mitment to upholding free¬ 
dom of expression even 
when it involves disagree¬ 
ment with you or your go¬ 
vernment”, and reminded 
him that “India’s history as 
an independent nation 
would have been a different 
one if those who dissented 
under the British Raj had not 
shown the courage to do so.” 

“In the Naya Bharat that 
you have promised the na¬ 
tion, are FIRs going to be 
filed every time a citizen is 
critical of the government or 
its policies,” Mr. Tharoor 
asked. 

(With PTI inputs) 


Nationwide NRC: Centre has to set common cut-off date 

‘Several States are demanding a register, though they are competent enough to detect and deport foreign nationals’ 


VIJAI TA SINGH 

NEW DELHI 

Before the Centre rolls out a 
plan to compile a country¬ 
wide National Register of Ci¬ 
tizens (NRC) on the lines of 
the document compiled in 
Assam, it will have to decide 
a common cut-off date, a se¬ 
nior government official 
said. 

Home Minister Amit Shah 
reiterated his stand on a wid¬ 
er NRC exercise a few days 
ago in Kolkata when he said 
“all infiltrators will be 
thrown out” while assuring 
six non-Muslim communities 
from neighbouring Bangla¬ 
desh, Pakistan and Afghanis¬ 
tan that the “BJP government 
will bring the Citizenship 
Amendment Bill before 
NRC.” The Bill seeks to pro- 


Conditions apply 

■ Police can exercise the power 
to arrest a foreign national living 
illegally in India under Section 4 of 
Passport (Entry into India) Act, 1920 

■ Action on any foreign national who 
stays beyond the period stipulated 

in the visa can be taken under Sec¬ 
tion 14 of the Foreigners Act, 1946 







■ Section 14 A(b)of the Foreigners Act 1946 says that action 
can be taken on a foreigner who enters and stays in any area in 
India without valid documents 


vide citizenship to Hindus, 
Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Par- 
sis and Christians from the 
three neighbouring 

countries. 

The official said that un¬ 
der Article 6 of the Constitu¬ 
tion, the cut-off date for mi¬ 
gration to India from 


Pakistan is July 19, 1948. 
“There are other provisions 
like citizenship by birth and 
naturalisation as per the Citi¬ 
zenship Act, 1955. Several 
States are demanding NRC 
but States are competent 
enough to detect and deport 
foreign nationals,” said the 


official. In Assam, the cut-off 
date for inclusion in the up¬ 
dated NRC is March 25,1971, 
as spelt out in the Assam Ac¬ 
cord. 

The Assam NRC was mon¬ 
itored by the Supreme Court. 
The final list published on 
August 31 excluded 19 lakh 
out of 3.29 crore applicants 
in the State. 

According to Vice-Chan¬ 
cellor of the National Acade¬ 
my of Legal Studies and Re¬ 
search (NALSAR), 

Hyderabad, Faizan Mustafa, 
the date to acquire Indian ci¬ 
tizenship for those who mi¬ 
grated from Pakistan is 1948 
only. They become citizens 
automatically and those who 
came after that date, need a 
registration. 

“First, the constitutionali¬ 


ty of cut-off date should be 
determined. If tomorrow, 
the SC that is examining the 
NRC, says that the cut-off 
date for Assam should be 
1948 and not 1971, then the 
entire exercise will be futile,” 
Mr. Mustafa said. 

Tripura case 

A civil society group, the 
Tripura People’s Front, filed 
a petition in the Supreme 
Court in October 2018 seek¬ 
ing an NRC exercise in the 
State by taking July 19, 1948 
as the cut-off date. 

The petition said the “un¬ 
controlled influx of illegal 
migrants from Bangladesh to 
Tripura has caused huge de¬ 
mographic changes... the in¬ 
digenous people who were 
once the majority has now 


become a minority in their 
own land.” The group filed a 
subsequent petition in the 
Supreme Court opposing the 
Citizenship Amendment Bill 
(CAB) that negates the pur¬ 
pose of the NRC as it allows 
citizenship to all illegal non- 
Muslims from the three 
neighbouring countries who 
came in till December 31, 
2014. 

The Bill in its earlier form 
lapsed in the Rajya Sabha. 
The government has hinted 
that a modified Bill will be in¬ 
troduced in the winter ses¬ 
sion of Parliament. 

In January, responding to 
the petition, the Home Mi¬ 
nistry filed an affidavit that 
adequate laws existed to “de¬ 
tect, detain and deport ille¬ 
gal immigrants.” 


‘Keep farmers in mind 
during RCEP talks’ 

Agriculture Minister shares concern 


PRISC ILLA JEBARAJ 

NEW DELHI 

With Commerce Minister Pi¬ 
yush Goyal heading to Bang¬ 
kok for the ministerial meet¬ 
ing on the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership later this week. 
Agriculture Minister Naren¬ 
dra Singh Tomar has com¬ 
municated to him the im¬ 
portance of protecting 
farmers’ interests while ne¬ 
gotiating the trade 
agreement. 

“We have given our in¬ 
puts to the Commerce Mi¬ 
nistry. We have communi¬ 
cated that farmers’ interest 
is our priority and that must 
be kept in mind,” Mr. Tomar 
told presspersons on Tues¬ 
day, adding that farmers 
should not suffer losses due 
to the RCEP pact. He re¬ 
fused to elaborate on any 
specific concerns that the 
Agriculture Ministry may 
have raised or specific safe¬ 
guards it wants to be put in 
place. 

The RCEP is a proposed 
free trade agreement among 
India, China, Japan, South 
Korea, Australia, New Zea¬ 
land and the 10 member- 
states of the ASEAN (Asso¬ 
ciation of South East Asian 



Narendra Singh Tomar 

Nations) grouping. Negotia¬ 
tions have been ongoing 
since 2012 and India faces 
increasing pressure, with 
the pact due to be signed in 
mid-2020. 

A political call 

Ashwani Mahajan, convener 
of the RSS-affiliated Swa¬ 
deshi Jagran Manch, agrees 
that at the end of the day, it 
has to be a political call. “So 
many studies have been 
commissioned on the im¬ 
pact of RCEP, but the go¬ 
vernment has to be willing 
to listen,” he said, adding 
that apart from dairy, stu¬ 
dies showed that Indian 
wheat and other farm pro¬ 
ducts would also be in dan¬ 
ger from Australian imports. 
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China changes tack on Kashmir 

Beijing drops reference to UN role, calls for direct talks between India and Pak. 



Cautious move: China is moving ahead with its ties with India 
and Pakistan on separate tracks, a spokesperson said. - pti 


Kashmir curbs ‘devastating’ 
says U.S. House Committee 

It’s time for India to lift these restrictions, panel says 


‘Mehbooba 
told PDP team 
to defer meet’ 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

SRINAGAR 

Tough conditions put forth 
by the authorities and the 
live images on television of 
National Conference (NC) 
president Farooq Abdullah 
meeting his party’s 15- 
member delegation dis¬ 
couraged the Peoples De¬ 
mocratic Party (PDP) lead¬ 
ers from meeting its 
incarcerated president 
Mehbooba Mufti this week, 
according to PDP leaders. 

Party sources said Ms. 
Mufti on Sunday evening 
sent a “cryptic message” to 
the party delegation to def¬ 
er the meeting for the time 
being. 

“Dr. Abdullah’s meeting 
with his party leaders was 
immediately projected as a 
restart of political process 
in Kashmir and a normali¬ 
sation process. The PDP 
delegation felt it does not 
want to be a part of an or¬ 
chestrated rhetoric of nor¬ 
malcy in Kashmir,” said a 
PDP leader, who claimed 
he was being barred from 
talking to the media. 


ATUL ANEJA 
BEIJING 

Ahead of Chinese President 
Xi Jinping’s visit to India and 
Nepal, Beijing has dropped 
references to the role of the 
United Nations in resolving 
the Kashmir issue. 

Instead, Beijing has advo¬ 
cated direct talks between 
New Delhi and Islamabad. In 
the presence of visiting Pa¬ 
kistan Prime Minister Imran 
Khan and Chief of the Army 
Staff General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa, Chinese Foreign Mi¬ 
nistry spokesperson Geng 
Shuang, in response to a 
question, said: “China’s posi¬ 
tion on the Kashmir issue is 
consistent and clear. We call 
upon India and Pakistan to 
enhance dialogue and con¬ 
sultation on issues including 
Kashmir and consolidate 
mutual trust. This is in line 
with the interests of both 
countries and common aspi¬ 
rations of the world.” 

Significant departure 

Mr. Geng’s statement is a de¬ 
parture from the recent posi¬ 
tion adopted by Beijing after 


India revoked Article 370. 
China had backed Islamabad 
to internationalise the Kash¬ 
mir issue at the United 
Nations. 

“The Kashmir issue, a dis¬ 
pute left from the past, 
should be peacefully and 
properly addressed in accor¬ 
dance with the UN Charter, 
Security Council resolutions 
and bilateral agreement,” 
State Councillor and Foreign 
Minister of China Wang Yi 
had said in his address to the 
UN General Assembly last 
month. 


During his daily media 
briefing, Mr. Geng pointed 
out that China was moving 
ahead with its ties with India 
and Pakistan on separate 
tracks. 

Common thread 

Asked whether Mr. Khan’s vi¬ 
sit would have any bearing 
on President Xi’s expected 
visit to India from October 11, 
Mr. Geng said China and In¬ 
dia were both major deve¬ 
loping countries and emerg¬ 
ing markets. 

Referring to last year’s 


Wuhan informal summit bet¬ 
ween President Xi and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, he 
pointed out that “there has 
been good momentum in 
our bilateral relations and 
we have been advancing our 
cooperation and properly 
managing differences and 
sensitive issues.” 

He stressed that the same 
spirit should be maintained 
as the ties between New Del¬ 
hi and Beijing enter their 
“next phase”. 

The spokesperson point¬ 
ed out, in reference to Mr. 
Khan’s visit, that China and 
Pakistan were “all weather 
strategic partners,” who 
were set to add more sub¬ 
stance to the China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) - 
the flagship undertaking of 
President Xi’s signature Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI). 

Earlier, a Pakistan govern¬ 
ment statement said Mr. 
Khan would exchange views 
on “regional developments 
including the state of peace 
and security in South Asia” 
arising from the situation in 
Jammu and Kashmir. 


SRIRAM LAKSHMAN 

WASHINGTON 

Weeks ahead of its Asia Sub¬ 
committee hearing on hu¬ 
man rights in South Asia, the 
U.S. House Foreign Affairs 
Committee (HFAC) said the 
communications shutdown 
is having a “devastating im¬ 
pact” on Kashmiris and 
called for the restrictions to 
be lifted. 

“India’s communication 
blackout in Kashmir is hav¬ 
ing a devastating impact on 
the lives and welfare of eve¬ 
ryday Kashmiris. It’s time for 
India to lift these restrictions 
and afford Kashmiris the 
same rights and privileges as 
any other Indian citizen,” 
the HFAC said via Twitter. 

The HFAC account had 
posted a report by the New 
York Times that described 
the death of 22-year-old 
Amir Farooq Dar, who died 
16 hours after being bitten 
by a snake, because his fami¬ 
ly could not get him anti-ve¬ 
nom in time due to severe 



Alice Wells 


communications and move¬ 
ment restrictions following 
withdrawal of special status 
to Jammu & Kashmir. 

On Tuesday morning, co¬ 
chair of the Senate India 
Caucus, Mark Warner, said 
he was “disturbed” by the 
restrictions, referencing the 
same story on Twitter. 

“While I understand India 
has legitimate security con¬ 
cerns, I am disturbed by its 
restrictions on communica¬ 
tions and movement within 
Jammu and Kashmir. I hope 
India will live up to its demo¬ 
cratic principles by allowing 


freedom of press, informa¬ 
tion, and political participa¬ 
tion,” Mr. Warner wrote. 

Friend of India 

The senator is a powerful 
backer of India and the In- 
dia-U.S. relationship, and his 
comments, therefore, have 
added significance. Earlier 
this year he had pushed for 
legislation that would give 
India the status of Major 
Non-NATO Ally. 

The State Department’s 
top South and Central Asia 
diplomat, Alice Wells, will be 
among those testifying at an 
October 22 HFAC Asia Sub¬ 
committee hearing, expect¬ 
ed to focus on human rights 
in Kashmir, The Hindu re¬ 
cently reported. 

The Subcommittee, head¬ 
ed by Brad Sherman, a Cali¬ 
fornia Democrat, will also 
discuss the rights of Muslims 
in Assam, Tamils in Sri Lan¬ 
ka and the human rights sit¬ 
uation in Pakistan especially 
in the Sindh province. 


Balakot pilots steer Air Force Day fly-past 


IAF chief says the airstrike is a major shift in government’s handling of terrorist attacks 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Pulwama terror strike 
is a stark reminder of the 
persistent threat to defence 
installations, and Balakot 
was a “major shift in the go¬ 
vernment’s way of handling 
terrorist attacks”, the Chief 
of the Air Staff, Air Chief 
Marshal R.IC.S. Bhadauria, 
said in his Air Force Day 
message on Tuesday. 

Wing Commander Abhi- 
nandan Varthaman and oth¬ 
er Balakot pilots led the fly¬ 
past at the Hindon Air Force 
Station on the occasion. 

“The strategic relevance 
of this [Balakot strike] is the 
resolve of the political lea¬ 
dership to punish the per¬ 
petrators of terrorism and 
the capability of the IAF to 
execute a strike inside Pa¬ 
kistan. This has been a ma¬ 
jor shift in the government’s 
way of handling terrorists 
attacks,” Mr. Bhadaurai, 
who took over as the IAF 
chief on September 30, said 
in a written message. 

Growing challenges 

Addressing the IAF person¬ 
nel at Hindon, he said the 
geopolitical environment 
had been rapidly changing 
in recent years, and “uncer¬ 
tainties have created nume¬ 
rous challenges to national 
security.” 

At the flypast, Wg.Cdr. 
Abhinandan, who was 
awarded the Vir Chakra for 
shooting down a Pakistani 







Air symphony: 

(clockwise from left) 
Honorary Group Captain 
Sachin Tendulkar with 
Army Chief General 
Bipin Rawat; the Sarang 
helicopter team does a 
spin; a Tejas showing its 
prowess; and the 
vintage Tiger Moth at 
the Air Force Day 
parade, ■sandeepsaxena 


F-16 a day after the Balakot 
strikes, led a MiG-21 Bison 
formation. 

Five gallantry award win¬ 
ners, who took part in the 
Balakot air strike, led an 
Avenger formation with 
three Mirage 2000s and two 
Sukhoi-30MKIs. The Mirag¬ 


es were piloted by Squa- 
drom Leader Bhujadey, 
Group Captain P. Raj and 
Wg.Cdr. Basoya. Wg.Cdr. 
K.P. Singh and Sqn.Ldr. Par- 
shuram piloted the Sukhois. 

Mr. Bhadauria presented 
unit citations to 51 squa¬ 
dron, 9 squadron and 601 


Signals unit, all of which 
played a role in the Balakot 
airstrike 

Calling for indigenisa- 
tion, he said that to achieve 
“true strategic autonomy, 
we need to focus on indige¬ 
nous design and manufac¬ 
turing”. In this direction, he 


said the IAF would soon in¬ 
duct the light combat and 
light utility helicopters 
made in India. 

The recently inducted 
AH-64 Apache attack heli¬ 
copter and CH-47F Chinook 
heavy-lift helicopters made 
their debut at the fly-past. 


Two militants 
lulled in 
south Kashmir 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

SRINAGAR 

Two Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) 
militants were killed in the 
Awantipora area on Wed¬ 
nesday in the first anti-mil¬ 
itancy operation since Au¬ 
gust 5 in south Kashmir. 

A Srinagar-based police 
spokesman said the hiding 
militants were encircled 
during a search operation 
in the Kawni and Brawb- 
handina areas on Tuesday 
night. “In the gunfight, 
which ended on Wednes¬ 
day evening, two local mil¬ 
itants were killed,” Supe¬ 
rintendent of Police, 
Awantipora, Tahir Khan 
said. 

Incriminating material, 
including arms and ammu¬ 
nition, were recovered 
from the encounter site. 
“All these materials were 
taken into case records for 
further investigation,” the 
police said. 

They identified the slain 
militants as Ufaid Farooq 
Lone, alias Abu Muslim, 
and Abbad Ahmad Bhat, 
both residents of Awantip¬ 
ora. 

“They were wanted for 
their complicity in terror 
crimes, including attack on 
security establishments,” 
the police said. They said 
Lone had a history of ter¬ 
ror crimes since 2018. 

The police said the mili¬ 
tants were behind intimi¬ 
dation and beating up of lo¬ 
cal people at 
Padagampora, besides en¬ 
forcing a shutdown. 


Statue of Unity set to host PM’s event 

To bring together civil service probationers, top secretaries, World Bank chief 


Saina gets Danish visa on 
Ministry’s intervention 

She is to take part in Denmark Open 



Big day: On October 31, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will 
address civil service probationers at the Statue of Unity. ■ pti 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Hours after urging the Exter¬ 
nal Affairs Ministry to inter¬ 
vene and help her get a Dan¬ 
ish visa, badminton star 
Saina Nehwal on Sunday 
said she got the document 
on Sunday. 

In a social media mes¬ 
sage, she thanked officials of 
the Union Home Ministry 
and the Embassy of Den¬ 
mark for issuing the visa on 
a holiday. Earlier, Ms. Neh¬ 
wal had messaged that she 
had not got the visa for the 
prestigious Danisa Denmark 
Open that begins on Octob¬ 
er 15. 

‘Urgent request’ 

“I have an urgent request re¬ 
garding visa for me and my 
trainer to Denmark. I have a 
tournament next week in 
Odense, and we don’t have 
our visas processed yet. Our 
matches are starting on 
Tuesday next week,” she 
said in a message addressed 
to External Affairs Minister 




Saina Nehwal 


S. Jaishankar and the Minis¬ 
try of External Affairs. 

Ms. Nehwal is a finalist of 
last year’s Danisa Denmark 
Open where she lost to Tai 
Tzu Ying of Chinese Taipei. 
Controversial line calls were 
partly responsible for her 
defeat. 

The Danisa Denmark 
Open is the official name of 
2019 Denmark Open and 
has a prize money of 
$775,500, which makes it 
one of the biggest badmin¬ 
ton events of the year. 



MAHESH LANGA 
SUHA SINI HAIDAR 

AHMEDABAD/NEW DELHI 

Sardar Patel’s tall Statue of 
Unity over the Narmada in 
Kevadia, Gujarat, is set to 
host another high-profile 
event of Prime Minister Na¬ 
rendra Modi with a series of 
programmes planned by the 
Modi government from Dee- 
pavali to October 31, the free¬ 
dom fighter’s birth 
anniversary. 

The programmes planned 
by the Department of Per¬ 
sonnel and Training (DoPT) 
include bringing together all 
probationer IAS, IPS, IFS and 
IRS officers, top secretaries 
of the Government of India, 
World Bank President David 
Malpass and others. 

Focus on economy 

A prominent theme of a 
workshop is on “How to 
make India a $5-trillion eco¬ 
nomy by 2024”. The keynote 
address at the retreat will be 
delivered by Mr. Malpass, on 
his first visit to India in his 
new role, and will speak to 
the probationers about the 
global economic situation. 



“Prime Minister Modi 
made a special gesture by 
calling him to essentially mo¬ 
tivate the next generation of 
administrators. Other key in¬ 
ternational academics have 
also been invited to address 
the conclave, mainly to edu¬ 
cate them on trends in the 
world,” said an official aware 
of the planning. 

The first unified two- 
month foundation course of 
the 2018 batch civil servants 
at the Lai Bahadur Shastri 
National Academy of Admi¬ 
nistration in Mussoorie and 
the Dr. Marri Channa Reddy 



Human Resource Develop¬ 
ment Institute in Hyderabad 
will conclude with a three- 
day workshop in the pre¬ 
sence of the Prime Minister 
and top bureaucrats at the 
Statue of Unity. 

On October 31, Mr. Modi 
will address all probationers 
at the Statue of Unity, the 
source said. 

According to sources in 
Gandhinagar, there will be a 
bouquet of high-profile 
meetings, seminars and 
even a national parade. 

Sources in the govern¬ 
ment said the three-day 



workshop at the venue 
would become an annual 
feature for all probationers 
from this year. 

Significantly, the World 
Bank is due to release its 
Ease of Doing Business 
(EoDB) ratings for India for 
2020 shortly after Mr. Mal- 
pass’s visit, which the go¬ 
vernment has been focussed 
on improving. 

In 2014, Mr. Modi had tar¬ 
geted bringing the ranking 
from 134 to 50 within three 
years. While the government 
did not reach that target, it is 
expected to improve its rat¬ 
ings considerably from 77 in 
2019, and Mr. Malpass may 
speak about key reforms that 
need implementation by the 
bureaucracy. 

Mr. Malpass’s visit follows 
the announcement that In¬ 
dia has been ranked among 
the “Top 20 reformers for 
2020” in the world, along 
with China, Pakistan, Ban¬ 
gladesh and Myanmar in the 
region. 

Recently, Union Home Se¬ 
cretary Ajay Kumar Bhall vi¬ 
sited the Statue of Unity to 
review the preparations. 


Truck drivers stranded 
for 8th day along border 


IBQYA IMA LAITHANGBAM 

IMPHAL 

Drivers and cleaners of 35 
trucks who had transported 
sand and stone from a river 
along the Manipur-Myan- 
mar border have been 
stranded for the 8th day on 
Monday in the thick moun¬ 
tains near the permanent 
check post of the 43 Assam 
Rifles at Khudengthabi, 12 
km from Moreh, the border 
State. 

The drivers said, “We 
were not allowed to proceed 
to Imphal from September 
30. We have no food, water 
for drinking and washing. 


no toilet facilities. We have 
to go to Moreh to buy drink¬ 
ing water. The tribal organi¬ 
sations in general and the 
All Tribal Sandstone Tran¬ 
sporters Association have 
been giving us some food”. 

One driver said that it was 
disappointing that the Mani¬ 
pur government had not 
solved the impasse. The 48- 
hour national highway lock- 
down was suspended late 
on Sunday after a protract¬ 
ed negotiation with the pol¬ 
ice and Assam Rifles officials 
who reportedly assured that 
the issue would be sorted 
out by Wednesday. 


COCHIN SHIPYARD LIMITED 

(A GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ENTERPRISE) 


REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 


Tend. No: CSL/CKSRU/2019-20/EOI/001 .Expression of Interest 
for “Empanelment of turnkey subcontract works at CSL-Kolkata 
Ship Repair Unit (CKSRU)” 

Sealed tenders are invited from vendors, for Empanelment of 
turnkey subcontract works at CSL-Kolkata Ship Repair Unit 
(CKSRU), satisfying the eligibility criteria mentioned in the EOI. The 
EOI documents can be downloaded from CSL website 
www.cochinshipyard.com/tenders.html or http://www.eprocure.gov.in 
Last date of submission of tender is 15.30 hrs on 02 November 
2019. All updates will only be available on website. 

“Hindi version of this advertisement is published in the website 

(www.cochinshipyard.com) of CSL” Sd/- 

GM(BD&NP) 


NLC India Limited 

'Navratna' - Government of India Enterprise 
Regd. Office : First Floor, No.8, Mayor Sathyamurthy Road, 

FSD, Egmore Complex of Food Corporation of India, Chetpet, Chennai - 600 031. 
Corp. Office : Block-1, Neyveli-607 801, Cuddalore District, Tamil Nadu. 
for wellbeing CIN No.: L93090TN1956GOI003507, Website: www.nlcindia.com 


NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR SUPPLIES (e-Tender Notices SI.No.1 to 4) 

SI.No. Tender Ref./Description of Works 

1. UNIT: M.M.COMPLEX: PTE-ENQ / 19-20 / 001956 / MM01 (05) 
Dt: 25.09.2019:10 Items of Belt Drums. Due date of Opening: 24.10.2019 

2. PTE-ENQ/19-20/002006/MM18(03) Dt:28.09.2019: Procurement 
of rayon grade caustic soda lye conforming to IS:252:2013/latest 
amendment. Qty: 1320 Metric Tons. Due date of Opening: 29.10.2019 

3. GTE No.: ENQ /19-20 / 002046 / MM01 (03), Dt: 03.10.2019: 2 Items 

of Bevel Gear Set & 1 Item of Input Bevel Pinion & Wheel. 

Due date of Opening: 05.11.2019 

4. PTE ENQ No.: / 19-20 / 002095 / MM01 (01) Dt:04.10.2019: Track 

Link Drawing No.:SME-0377. Due date of Opening: 06.11.2019 

5. PTE-ENQ/19-20/001965/MM18 (03) Dt: 03.10.2019: Procurement 

of Scale Inhibitor Blended Organophosphonate Stage-l/TPS-ll. 
Qty: 37804 Kilograms. Due date of Opening: 30.10.2019 

6. PTE-ENQ /19-20/001966/MM18 (03) Dt: 03.10.2019: Procurement 

of Scale Inhibitor Blended Organophosphonate Stage-1 l/TPS-lI. 
Qty:40785 Kilograms. Due date of Opening: 30.10.2019 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS/CORRIGENDUM VISIT:www.nlcindia.com 


“Integrity - A way of Life” 
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NLC India Limited 

‘Navratna' - Government of India Enterprise 
Regd. Office : First Floor, No.8, Mayor Sathyamurthy Road, 

FSD, Egmore Complex of Food Corporation of India, Chetpet, Chennai - 600 031. 
Corp. Office : Block-1, Neyveli-607 801, Cuddalore District, Tamil Nadu. 

CIN No.: L93090TN1956GOI003507, Website: www.nlcindia.com 


INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING 
BRIEF NOTICE INVITING BID 


Sealed Bid in English ( One original and seven identical copies) are 
invited by NLC India Limited (NLCIL), Neyveli on behalf of NLC Tamilnadu 
Power Limited (NTPL) for “ADDITIONAL DESALINATION PACKAGE 
INCLUSIVE OF TWO STEEL TANKS AND OUTFALL HDPE PIPING 
FOR FLUE GAS DESULPHURISATION (FGD) PLANT OF NTPL 
2 x 500 MW COAL BASED THERMAL POWER PLANT” LOCATED AT 


TUTICORIN, TAMIL NADU, INDIA. Bids are invited in two part system on 
International Competitive Bidding Basis, followed by Reverse bidding 
(Details of Reverse bidding is available in the Tender document) as per 
the details given below: 


Tender No: CO / CONTS / 0025H / NTPL (2x500) / DSAL / 2019, 
Date: 04-10-2019. 


B.G.Amount : ?86,00,000/-(or) USD 1,21,280 (or) EURO 1,11,435 
Cost of Tender Documents : ? 20,000/- (or) USD 285 (or) EURO 260 
Tender Document Sale Period : 11-10-2019 to 02-12-2019 


Last Date & Time of Receipt of Bid : 03-12-2019 Up to 14.30 Hrs. (1ST) 
Date & Time of Opening of Bid (Part-1) : 03-12-2019 at 15.00 Hrs. (1ST) 
Date & Time of Pre-Bid Meeting : On 23-10-2019 at 11.00 Hrs. (1ST) at 
Corporate Contracts Division, Corporate Office, NLC India Limited, Neyveli. 
For further details such as Qualifying Requirements and other details of 
tender etc., please visit our website: www.nlcindia.com or Central 
Public Procurement Portal (CPPP) of Government of India website 
www.eprocure.gov.in or contact the Executive Director / Contracts & 
Purchase, Corporate Office, NLC India Ltd., Neyveli-607801, 
Cuddalore District, Tamil Nadu, India. Telephone No.: 04142-252210 
& 251620 Fax No. 04142-252026, 252645 / 252646. 
email id : gmconts_co@nlcindia.in / cgmconts_co@nlcindia.in / 
gmconts@gmail.com 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS / CORRIGENDUM VISIT : www.nlcindia.com 


Integrity - A way of Life” 


• • • 
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Loyalists slam Trump over 
Syria troops pullout move 

Allies in GOP say the decision would help Russia and Iran, lead to revival of IS 



Looming tension: A fighter from Turkish-backed forces during a military drill in Azaz, Syria. ■ ap 


U.S. blacklists top Chinese 
firms over ‘rights violations’ 

Officials say the action not tied to upcoming trade talks 


Macron vows action 
against Islamist terror 

PARIS 

French President Emmanuel 
Macron vowed an 
"unrelenting fight" against 
Islamist extremists on 
Tuesday as he paid tribute to 
the four Paris police staff 
stabbed to death last week 
by a radicalised colleague. 

The assailant, Mickael 
Harpon, had converted to 
Islam about 10 years ago and 
nurtured radical beliefs, afp 

Trump administration 
blocks envoy's testimony 

WASHINGTON 

The White House on Tuesday 
blocked Gordon Sondland, 
Ambassador to the European 
Union, from speaking to 
Congress as part of the 
impeachment investigation of 
President Donald Trump. "The 
U.S. Department of State 
directed him not to appear 
today for his scheduled 
transcribed interview," Mr. 
Sondland's attorney said, afp 

Thief swipes $840,000 
watch from man in Paris 

PARIS 

A Japanese man who stepped 
out of his Paris hotel for a 
cigarette was robbed of his 
$840,000 Swiss watch by a 
thief who snatched it off his 
wrist, police sources said on 
Tuesday. The thief asked the 
30-year-old victim for a 
cigarette and then grabbed 
the man's arm and fled with 
the rare Richard Mille 
timepiece, afp 

24,000 tourists arrive in 
Saudi Arabia in 10 days 

RIYADH 

Saudi Arabia welcomed 
24,000 tourists in the 10 
days after it started issuing 
tourism visas for the first time 
on September 27, state 
television has reported. Saudi 
Arabia is opening up the 
kingdom to holidaymakers as 
part of a push to diversify its 
economy away from oil. afp 


SRIRA M LAKSHMAN 

WASHINGTON 

In the midst of an impeach¬ 
ment inquiry into U.S. Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s deal¬ 
ings with Ukraine that has 
polarised Washington along 
party lines, lawmakers from 
both parties found them¬ 
selves - unusually - on the 
same side with regard to the 
President’s decision to pull 
troops out of “northern 
Syria”. 

“A precipitous withdrawal 
of U.S. forces from Syria 
would only benefit Russia, 
Iran, and the Assad regime,” 
Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, a Trump 
loyalist, said in a statement 
released on Monday. 

The White House an¬ 
nounced via email on Sun¬ 
day night that the U.S. was 
withdrawing troops from 
“northern Syria” and that 
Turkey was going to go 
ahead with a “long-planned 
operation” in the region. 
The decision was made fol¬ 
lowing a call on Sunday bet¬ 
ween Mr. Trump and Tur¬ 
key’s President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan. 

The U.S.-backed Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF), 
led by Kurds, has been lead¬ 
ing the fight against the Is¬ 
lamic State (IS) in Syria. Tur¬ 
key views the Kurdish 
groups as terrorists, setting 
up the possibility that Tur¬ 
key would attack the Kurds 
following U.S. troop withdra¬ 
wal. An August agreement 
between the U.S. and Turkey 
set up joint patrols in the 
“safe zone” at the Syria-Tur- 
key border . The patrols had 
separated Kurdish and Tur¬ 
kish troops. 

U.S. Defence Department 
officials were “blindsided” 
by the President’s decision, 
The Washington Post report¬ 


ed. “The Department of De¬ 
fense made clear to Turkey - 
as did the President - that 
we do not endorse a Turkish 
operation in northern Syria,” 
Pentagon spokesperson Jo¬ 
nathan Hoffman said. 

On Monday, President 
Trump appeared to qualify 
Sunday night’s troop an¬ 
nouncement saying it did 
not give Turkey carte 
blanche to do anything in Sy¬ 
ria. “As I have stated strongly 
before, and just to reiterate, 
if Turkey does anything that 
I, in my great and un¬ 
matched wisdom, consider 
to be off limits, I will totally 
destroy and obliterate the 
Economy of Turkey...,” Mr. 
Trump tweeted on Monday. 

‘Not our friend’ 

The critics of Mr Trump’s de¬ 
cision included the U.S.’s 
former U.N. envoy, Nikki Ha¬ 
ley, one of the few former ad¬ 
ministration officials who 
had parted with the Presi¬ 
dent on good terms when 
she stepped down last 
October. 

“We must always have the 
backs of our allies, if we ex¬ 
pect them to have our back. 


The Kurds were instrumen¬ 
tal in our successful fight 
against ISIS in Syria. Leaving 
them to die is a big mistake. 
#TurkeyIsNotOurFriend,” 
Ms Haley said via Twitter on 
Monday. 

GOP senator Lindsay Gra¬ 
ham, who is a strong Trump 
ally, called the decision 
“short-sighted and irrespon¬ 
sible” and said Congress 
would introduce bipartisan 
sanctions on Turkey and 
suspend the country from 
NATO, if Turkey were to in¬ 
vade Syria. 

“But this impulsive deci¬ 
sion by the President has 
undone all the gains we’ve 
made, thrown the region in¬ 
to further chaos,” Mr. Gra¬ 
ham told the TV show, “Fox 
and Friends”, on Monday 

Comparing the move to 
former U.S. President Ba¬ 
rack Obama’s rationale for 
pulling troops out of Iraq, 
Mr. Graham said the pullout 
would lead to the IS’s re- 
emergence. He also said 
that while the [so-called] Ca¬ 
liphate was destroyed, the 
“biggest lie” the administra¬ 
tion was telling was that the 
IS is defeated. 


Kurds are 
welcome, says 
Damascus 

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

DAMASCUS 

Damascus is ready to wel¬ 
come Syria’s Kurds back in¬ 
to the fold after Washing¬ 
ton left them to face 
Turkish military threats 
alone, a senior official said 
in comments published on 
Tuesday. 

Ankara has threatened 
an offensive in Syria 
against Kurdish militias it 
considers terrorists and 
U.S. forces on Monday 
pulled back from Turkish 
border areas, opening the 
way for an invasion Presi¬ 
dent Recep Tayyip Erdo¬ 
gan has said could come at 
any moment. 

“We will defend all Syr¬ 
ian territory, and we will 
not accept any occupation 
of Syrian land,” Deputy Fo¬ 
reign Minister Faisal Mek- 
dad said. 

“The nation welcomes 
all its children,” he said. 


REUT ERS 

WASHINGTON/SHANGHAI 

The U.S. government wi¬ 
dened its trade blacklist to 
include some of China’s top 
artificial intelligence star¬ 
tups, punishing Beijing for 
its treatment of Muslim mi¬ 
norities and ratcheting up 
tensions ahead of high-level 
trade talks in Washington 
this week. 

The decision, which drew 
a sharp rebuke from Beijing, 
targets 20 Chinese public se¬ 
curity bureaus and eight 
companies including video 
surveillance firm Hikvision, 
as well as leaders in facial re¬ 
cognition technology Sense- 
Time Group Ltd and Megvii 
Technology Ltd. 

The action bars the firms 
from buying components 
from U.S. companies with¬ 
out U.S. government appro¬ 
val - a potentially crippling 
move for some of them. It 
follows the same blueprint 
used by Washington in its at¬ 
tempt to limit the influence 
of Huawei Technologies Co 
Ltd for what it says are na¬ 
tional security reasons. 

U.S. officials said the ac- 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

LONDON 

Brexit talks between Britain 
and the European Union ap¬ 
peared to be on the verge of 
collapse on Tuesday, with 
Brussels accusing London of 
threatening the bloc’s 
future. 

Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson spoke to German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
who said a deal was “over¬ 
whelmingly unlikely” with- 



The list covers 8 Chinese 
companies and 20 public 
security bureaus, -ap 


tion was not tied to this 
week’s resumption of trade 
talks with China, but it sig¬ 
nals no let-up in U.S. Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s hard¬ 
line stance as the world’s 
two biggest economies seek 
to end their 15-month trade 
war. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said in a filing the “en¬ 
tities have been implicated 
in human rights violations 
and abuses in the implemen¬ 
tation of China’s campaign 
of repression, mass arbitrary 
detention, and high-technol¬ 
ogy surveillance against 
Uighurs, Kazakhs, and other 
members of Muslim minori¬ 


ty groups.” 

“The U.S. Government 
and Department of Com¬ 
merce cannot and will not 
tolerate the brutal suppres¬ 
sion of ethnic minorities 
within China,” said Secre¬ 
tary of Commerce Wilbur 
Ross. 

‘Stop interfering’ 

China said the U.S. should 
stop interfering in its affairs. 
It will continue to take firm 
and resolute measures to 
protect its sovereign securi¬ 
ty, Foreign Ministry spokes¬ 
man Geng Shuang told a reg¬ 
ular media briefing without 
elaborating. 

Hikvision, with a market 
value of about $42 billion, 
calls itself the world’s largest 
maker of video surveillance 
gear. 

The other companies on 
the list are speech recogni¬ 
tion firm iFlytek Co, surveil¬ 
lance equipment maker Zhe¬ 
jiang Dahua Technology, 
data recovery firm Xiamen 
Meiya Pico Information Co, 
facial recognition firm Yitu 
Technology and Yixin 
Science and Technology Co. 


Brexit talks on verge of collapse 

Deal ‘essentially impossible’ if U.K. failed to give ground: Merkel 

out compromise by the U.K., EU Council President Do- 

according to a Downing nald Tusk’ had accused Mr. 
Street source. Johnson was playing “some 

She warned that any deal stupid blame game”, 
was “essentially impossible” Mr. Tusk tweeted: “At 
if London failed to give stake is the future of Europe 

ground on the thorny Irish and the U.K. as well as the 

border question. security and interest of our 

Britain is due to leave the people. 

EU on October 31. “You don’t want a deal. 

According to the BBC, you don’t want an exten- 
Downing Street believes sion, you don’t want to re- 
Brexit talks are now “close to voice, quo vadis?” Mr. Tusk 
breaking down”. asked. 


+ Sri Lanka to see its longest ballot paper 

35 candidates in the fray; presidential election cost may rise from $22 mn to $28 mn 


China’s help to quell Hong Kong 
protests can’t be ruled out: Lam 


Trio win 
medicine 
Nobel Prize 



SLPP's candidate Gotabhaya Rajapaksa, left, with his brother, 
former president Mahinda Rajapaksa, in Colombo, -reuters 


Weekend unrest after mask ban brought the city to a halt 


MEER A SRINIVASAN 

COLOMBO 

Sri Lanka will have its lon¬ 
gest ever ballot paper in the 
November presidential elec¬ 
tion, the Election Commis¬ 
sioner said on Tuesday, after 
as many as 35 candidates 
filed nominations for the 
contest, said to be a record 
number of candidates. 

The Commission will in¬ 
cur additional costs on the 
long ballot paper, pushing 
the cost of the election from 
the initially estimated $22 
million to $28 million, offi¬ 
cials told the media on Tues¬ 
day. The ballot paper will 
have symbols of all the can¬ 
didates listed on it, with the 
party or alliance they repre¬ 
sent, and voters are entitled 
to mark up to three prefe¬ 


rences for President. “They 
don’t have to necessarily 
mark three preferences, but 
they could if they wish to,” 
an official told The Hindu. 

The Election Commission 
is preparing material and 
films to educate voters on ex¬ 
ercising the preferential vot¬ 


ing option. Awareness films 
will soon be telecast on local 
television, according to offi¬ 
cials of the Commission. 

Prominent among the 
candidates who filed nomi¬ 
nations on Monday are the 
Sri Lanka Podujana Peramu- 
na (SLPP)’s Gotabaya Raja¬ 


paksa, a powerful ex-De- 
fence Secretary and the 
brother of former President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa, and the 
ruling United National Par¬ 
ty’s deputy leader Sajith Pre- 
madasa, who are the two 
main contestants in this poll. 

The leftist Janatha Vimuk- 
thi Peramuna’s Anura Kuma- 
ra Dissanayake and former 
Army commander Mahesh 
Senanayake are also in the 
fray, which includes only 
one woman candidate, 
scientist Ajantha Perera, and 
two Buddhist monks. 

Additionally, the Tamil 
National Alliance (TNA)’s M. 
K. Sivajilingam and former 
Eastern Province Governor 
M.L.A.M. Hisbullah filed 
nominations as indepen¬ 
dents. 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

HONG KONG 

Hong Kong’s leader Carrie 
Lam on Tuesday said China 
intervening to end months 
of pro-democracy protests is 
an option following a partic¬ 
ularly violent week of unrest 
that paralysed the city. 

The financial hub has 
been gripped by four 
months of rallies, and last 
weekend saw much of the ci¬ 
ty grind to a halt as masked 
demonstrators took to the 
streets in defiance of a con¬ 
troversial ban on face 
coverings. 

Ms. Lam’s decision last 
Friday to invoke colonial-era 
emergency powers - not 



Carrie Lam 


used for half a century - to 
impose the ban sparked 
some of the most violent 
scenes since the crisis be¬ 
gan, as protesters trashed 
subway stations, vandalised 


shops and blocked roads. 

Ms. Lam told reporters 
that while she believes the 
city’s authorities can cope 
with unprecedented trou¬ 
bles, China could be called 
upon if the situation be¬ 
comes “so bad”. 

“At this point in time, I 
still strongly feel that we 
should find the solutions 
ourselves. It is also the posi¬ 
tion of the central govern¬ 
ment (in Beijing) that Hong 
Kong should tackle the pro¬ 
blem on her own... But if the 
situation becomes so bad, 
then no options can be ruled 
out if we want Hong Kong to 
at least have another 
chance.” 


ASSO CIATED PRESS 

STOCKHOLM 

Two Americans and a Brit¬ 
ish scientist won a Nobel 
Prize on Monday for disco¬ 
vering details of how the 
body’s cells sense and 
react to low oxygen levels, 
providing a foothold for 
developing new treat¬ 
ments for anemia, cancer 
and other diseases. 

William G. Kaelin Jr. of 
Harvard University, Gregg 
L. Semenza of Johns Hop¬ 
kins University and Peter J. 
Ratcliffe at the Francis 
Crick Institute in Britain 
and Oxford University won 
the prize for advances in 
physiology or medicine. 

The scientists will share 
the 9 million kronor 
($918,000) cash award. 
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■ ACROSS 

1 A container with coating of 
first-class metal (8) 

5 Model in distress starting to 
raise kid (6) 

10 Ruby inhales fresh joint (7) 

11 Stuffed with enthusiasm, 
fellow goes in for spot of 
vodka in party on retirement 
(7) 



12 Alcoholic beverage - iced 
cocktail with a bit of rum (5) 

13 Friends from America start to 
dominate in matches (9) 

14 Slandering oriental group after 
petty fight in venture (12) 

18 What a film director might do 
to be in command? (4,3,5) 

21 Impatient friend beginning to 
manifest a greed for money 
(5,4) 

23 United by wise tradition (5) 

24 Intrigue in Tehran planned by 
moles at Centre (7) 

25 Argue about girl going out to 
trap ghastly revolutionary in 
the dark (7) 

26 Start to thrash and rob 
religious person (6) 

27 Bully in party grabs hot date 
leaving joint (8) 

■ DOWN 

1 Fast to catch one hacker's 

latest infringement (6) 

2 Imply mate regularly provides 

shelter to tiresome 
revolutionary (6) 



3 Reckless cartel killing a trainee 

in clumsy ambush (9) 

4 Journalist about to interrupt 

unbalanced Republican - he's 
impossible to understand 
(14) 

6 Insane radical arrested around 

sports venue (5) 

7 Guard on ship upset after 

sailor grabs couple of females 
(B) 

8 Give up consuming dope on 

vacation! Plan afresh (8) 

9 What a person having epileptic 

fit might do to become very 
angry? (4,2,3,5) 

15 Escort rogue out in anger (9) 

16 Misadventure by one director 
in stress (8) 

17 Bond pursuing British miss in 
formal evening dress (5,3) 

19 Empty container in tank (6) 

20 Belittle head of faculty stifling 
workforce endlessly (6) 

22 Stories speak about inspiring 
sailors (5) 
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FAITH 

Reciting His names 

Kamban in his Ramayana elaborates on the Narasimha avat- 
ara, something Valmiki did not do. When Hiranyakasipu 
asks Prahlada where Hari resides, Prahlada answers him. 
This answer that Kamban gives through Prahlada’s words is 
full of meaning, said M.A. Venkatakrishnan in a discourse. 
Prahlada says, “If you split an atom into a hundred pieces, 
then He is in each of them. He is Mount Meru. He is in this 
pillar. He is in your words too.” 

There are many verses in the Divya Prabandham describ¬ 
ing the Narasimha avatara. In one verse, Periyazhvar uses 
words that yield significant meanings. While talking of the 
pillar which Hiranyakasipu struck, and from which Nara¬ 
simha emerged, Periyazhvar says, “aLanditta thUN”. He is 
indicating that this pillar (thUN) was measured by Hiranya¬ 
kasipu. Many were Hiranyakasipu’s conquests, and this was 
his pillar of victory. He had proudly supervised its construc¬ 
tion. He had ensured that it was huge, matching his huge 
size. Had the Lord come out of some other pillar, the demon 
might have argued that Narasimha had hidden inside the pil¬ 
lar and that the pillar had been built around Him. But he 
would have no doubts about any tricks where the pillar of 
victory was concerned, because it had been built under his 
watchful eyes. In his Thiruvallikeni pasuram, Thirumangai 
Azhvar describes a scenario, which we witness even in our 
families every day - a child coming home from school, and a 
parent asking him what he has learnt. Prahlada comes home 
after lessons and his father asks him what he learnt that day. 
But Hiranyakasipu does not find his son’s words pleasing. 
The child recited the Lord’s thousand names, ‘ayira naa- 
mam’, says Periyazhvar. Thus, even before Bhishma, we 
have an example of the Lord’s 1000 names being recited. 
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Here’s how they ‘mind their business’ 

Ahead of World Mental Health Day, here are some pointers to how organisations can have a more comprehensive employee wellness programme 


LIFFY THOMAS 

A system to deal with 
workplace stressors 


O bvious, a Bengaluru- 
based start-up, has 
what it calls “Em¬ 
ployee Handbook” that would 
leave no employee in any 
doubt about their rights. It al¬ 
so lists out what those in posi¬ 
tions of authority should do 
for those under their watch. 

Significantly, the ‘Em¬ 
ployee Handbook’ reserves 
sufficient space for issues such 
as stress and burnout and 
spells out how interventions 
can be planned and executed. 
“If someone is showing signs 
of burnout, they should take 
time off to focus on things that 
are relaxing and improve their 
overall health and welfare,” 
reads an entry in the Hand¬ 
book. The handbook also asks 
manager/ team leads to eval¬ 
uate the team’s state of mind. 
“Address possible burnout by 
discussing options with your 
team member to manage con¬ 


tributing stressors and eval¬ 
uate the workload,” reads 
another note. A mental health 
policy was put in place less 
than a year ago, and what this 
means is made clear through 
such entries in the Handbook. 

“As an organisation that 
was growing, some of us ac¬ 
quired the vocabulary of men¬ 
tal health. Most of our clients, 
generally series A stage start¬ 
ups, operate in fast-paced 
work environments. We un¬ 
derstand the crucial role that 
the workplace plays in defin¬ 
ing one’s sense of stability. In 
order to normalise, and re¬ 
move stigma, from the prac¬ 
tice of mental hygiene, we de¬ 
cided to formally articulate 
our mental health policy and 
provide initial support to our 
employees,” says Tanvi Bhak- 
ta, product engineer, who was 
also part of the team that 
framed the policy. 



Help online and offline 



Photo used for representational purpose only. 


A dishi Gupta believes 
among the em¬ 
ployee-wellness pro¬ 
grammes in corporate In¬ 
dia, mental-health is 
considerably lower down 
on the list of priorities. 

Adishi has joined with 
Ayushi Khemka, a doctoral 
scholar at Jawaharlal Neh¬ 
ru University, to start Men¬ 
tal Health Talks India, 
which they define as a 
“safe online space for peo¬ 
ple battling mental health 
issues to share their sto¬ 
ries. “We tell people we are 
not trained therapists. We 
only lend an ear to those in 
distress,” says Ayushi. 

They create content that 
seeks to help those who are 
showing signs of mental ill¬ 
ness. They also conduct of¬ 
fline events. “At our next 
meet is at JNU, we want fel¬ 
low students to write mes¬ 


sages to show ‘they care’ or 
‘they can help’ or ‘they are 
not alone in this’,” says 
Ayushi. 

‘Let us keep the 
conversation going’ 

Indu Gopal, an HR profes¬ 


sional, leads a support 
group for women dealing 
with depression resulting 
from various situations, 
personal and professional. 
The group functions on the 
premise that sharing leads 
to healing. 


‘Project Kintsugi’ - as it is 
called - gets women to 
share such stories. Essen¬ 
tially, the group comes to¬ 
gether to listen to each oth¬ 
er’s stories. 

Indu says that members 
of the group lend an ear to 
people who are depressed 
on account of these pro¬ 
blems. “The support group 
is just a quick fix; we en¬ 
courage the person to seek 
professional help,” she says. 

The group has had meet¬ 
ups in Chennai. 

Being in the HR space, In¬ 
du is keen on having so¬ 
mething similar to Project 
Kintsugi going at her work¬ 
place. 

“I have had a supportive 
team at my workplace, but 
there is scope for creating 
more awareness and break 
the stigma around mental 
health,” says Indu. 


GENERAL 


Petronet LNG Limited 

New Delhi 

invites applications for the post of: 

Executive Director (Human Resource) 

For detailed advertisement & submission of online 
applications, please visit Careers section 
of our website from 9 th Oct, 2019 onwards. 

www.petronetlna.com 

Last date of receipt of application is 23 rd Oct, 2019 till 23:59 hrs. 
Addendum/Corrigendum, if any, shall be notified in above website only. 

Centre for Brain Research 



Eli 

(AM 

KAMARAJAR PORT LIMITED B 

im-Ratna Government ul India Undertaking). Rajaji Salat, Chennai-GQOOOI. 

WALK-IN INTERVIEW 

FOR LAW OFFICEftAEGAL FROFESSIONALton contracVre^«r/COi|svltanl.bml 

On Date: ID 11 October 2Dt9 

Law flUicer / le 

iai proles^DJial Eiq^EBnuril an coiitracVretacner/consuHaiil liaws) 

PwbDiname 

Legal JtalESSHiiiitl i Law rites lull hum mi Chnlracb'retairer/cixTUjIfaiif basis 

Ho at Posts 


Qualification 

EmBriEwe 

A Graduate degree of Law securing ntnimuni 60% mams ivM u LL3 rr <ls 
equal). 

EssenMtfimmuneJ |i Ypjjr; itF pne.1 maWicrion ftgwiHX m the ngJewrcl fif» 
Desvatta bpeience in Arbitrations. IDA. ale 

Period oi eneaEflnefli 

initially for 6 iiuMfc.HUrclabfe for iurLhtf pcrsodsal 6 imnlhs if required 

Rr debits, please visit on huIjuIk www.kamar aiarpDr1.fn Himli virSnm itavailat-e _ i "IH webirtN. 

CEiierat Manager (CS1BD i 


An autonomous Centre of the 
Indian Institute of Science 
SID Complex, Indian Institute of Science 
»r Bangalore-560 012 

Ph. No. : +91 2293 3588 
E -mail:office.cbr@iisc.ac.in 


RECRUITMENT 


Applications are invited for the following positions, on contract basis. 

Project Manager, Post-Doctoral Fellow, System Administrator, Project 
Assistant, Laboratory Technicians, Field Data Collectors. 

For details please visit:https://www.cbr.iisc.ac.in/ Last date for 
submission: 31st October 2019 

Special Officer, CBR 


Sft€€ VI l>YA NIK ETHAN 
ENGINEERING COLLEGE 

NIRF Ranking -167 


We are Hiring... 

Assistant/Associate/ Professors in CSE, ECE, EEE, 
Mechanical, Civil, English, Mathematics, Physics, 
Chemistry, Statistics, Commerce, Biology, MCA & 
Librarian. 

Qualifications & Pay as per AfCTE/UGC norms. 

interested candidates may send resumes within 10 

days to ‘The AGM - HR, Sree Vidyanikethan 

Educational Trust, Sree 5a i noth Nagar, Tirupati “517 

T02, Chittoor Dist. or send 

E-mail to: recruit merits vidyanikethan.edu 

For more information visit: www.vidyonikethon.edu 




ENGG./PRODN./TECH. 

WANTED MANAGER FOR 
INDUSTRIAL FASTENERS 


A leading Engineering Group based in Chennai is 
looking for a Manager with experience in Non- 
Automotive Industrial Fasteners for Technical 
& Marketing. Persons with Industry knowledge & 
experience, please apply with complete details to: 


rubbersouth18@gmail.com 


WANTED 

SALES ENGINEERS 


A leading Engineering Group based in Chennai is 
looking for SALES ENGINEERS. Graduates or 
Diploma Holders with fluency in English and willing 
to travel extensively all over India, please reply with 
complete details to: 


sganapathy2015@gmail.com 


Every organisation needs ‘mental health allies’ 


O rganisations should 
encourage helpful dis¬ 
cussions around men¬ 
tal health, to help employees 
deal with any mind-related 
struggles they may be going 
through. In some cases, cer¬ 
tain employees may take the 
lead and drive these conver¬ 
sations to help others who 
may be in some sort of dis¬ 
tress. 

Amit Paul is one of them. 
At his organisation, he likes 
to be called a “mental health 
ally”, for he tries to give a pa¬ 
tient ear to anyone who may 
be battling depression with 
the objective of helping them 
overcome it. He does not 
have a problem admitting 
that he himself has come 
back from the brink, and put 
his life together again. 

“Colleagues around me 
know about what I have been 


through and I do talk about it 
to reduce the stigma at¬ 
tached to it,” says Paul who 
works with an multinational 
consulting firm. 

“I have colleagues coming 
up to me just because they 
know I have been through si¬ 
milar situations. More often 
than not, you need somebo¬ 
dy to listen to and workplac¬ 
es must promote such a cul¬ 
ture,” adds Paul. 


o 


I have 
colleagues 
coming up to 
me just 
because they 
know I have 
been through 
similar 
situations 



An informal space for employees 
to clear the cobwebs’ 


W ith the support of 
the HR depart¬ 
ment and the city 
operations team, the Pune 
chapter of the non-profit 
organisation Teach For In¬ 
dia recently started ‘Care 
for Fellows’, a programme 
that provides a space for 
employees to recharge 
themselves by clearing the 
cobwebs of the mind. 

The team behind this in¬ 
itiative believes in the pow¬ 
er of communication to 
help with matter of the 


mind. “Here, we have 
created an informal space 
where employees can talk 
about themselves, be on 
their own,” says a member 
of this team. The team has 
also put out a list of mental- 
health professionals that 
employees can connect 
with. 

Teach for India is a non¬ 
profit organisation that re¬ 
cruits college graduates 
and working professionals 
to serve as full-time teach¬ 
ers at low-income schools 


for two years. Raashi Thak- 
ran, who is currently on an 
internship with the Pune 
chapter, seeks to promote 
mental health awareness. 


I was happy when 
W my manager said 
the management 
wanted employees 
to talk about mental 
health and promote 
a culture of 
openness. 


and she believes this initia¬ 
tive by the non-profit or¬ 
ganisation is commenda¬ 
ble. 

“I was happy when my 
manager, Malavika Moo- 
dliar, said the management 
wanted employees to talk 
about mental health and 
promote a culture of open¬ 
ness,” says Raashi, who is 
now part of the team that is 
fine-tuning the mental- 
health programme at this 
organisation. 


GENERAL 


WTCcfoj ykllfclcla) 7R3H5T 


INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY BHUBANESWAR 


Advertisement No.Rectt/02/2019 


ROLLING ADVERTISEMENT FOR OPENINGS OF FACULTY POSITIONS 


The Institute invites applications from Indian nationals, Persons of Indian Origin (PIO) and Overseas 
Citizens of India (OCI) who are exceptionally bright and motivated for faculty positions at the level of 
Professor, Associate Professor and Assistant Professor in the following disciplines; throughout the year: 

Computer Science & Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Electronics & Communication Engineering, 
Mechanical Engineering, Civil Engineering, Minerals, Materials and Metallurgical Engineering, Physics, 
Chemistry, Mathematics, Geology & Geophysics, Ocean & Atmospheric Sciences, Economics, Psychology, 
Philosophy, Sociology, English and Management. 

For further details and online submission of application for regular faculty positions, please visit: 

http://www.iitbbs.ac.in/faculty-advt-02/2019.php 


Inviting Professionals of Foreign Origin 
to Join NT Bhubaneswar as Visiting Faculty 

Faculty members, Senior Researchers from internationally reputed Universities, Institutions and Industries 
are invited to apply for the position of Visiting Faculty of Foreign Origin to augment the teaching and research 
in the Institute. 

For details please visit: http://www.iitbbs.ac.in/foreign-faculty-advt-02/2019.php 



Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science and Higher Education for Women 


(Deemed to be University under Category A’ by MHRD, Estd. u/s 3 of UGC Act 1956) 

Re-accredited with A+ Grade by NAAC. Recognised by UGC Under Section 12 B Coimbatore - 641 043, Tamil Nadu, India. 

Advt.No.AIHS&HE/2019-2020/1 dated 09.10.2019 


Applications are invited from eligible women candidates for the following Teaching posts 


SI. 

No. 

Department 

Professor Academic 
Level-14 

Associate Professor 
Academic Level-13A 

Assistant Professor 
(Academic Level-10) 

1 

Resource Management 

1 (UR) 

1(UR) 


2 

Food Service Management & Dietetics 

1 (UR) 

1 (ST)* 

2(UR-1,0BC-1) 

3 

Food Science & Nutrition 


1 (UR) 

1 (UR) 

4 

Textiles and Clothing 


- 

3(UR-1,0BC-1 ,ST-1 *) 

5 

Human Development 

Kscr 

- 

3(EWS-1,0BC-1 ,SC-1 *) 

6 

Home Science Extension & Education 

1 (UR) 

- 

3(EWS-1,0BC-1,ST-1) 

7 

Mathematics 

1 (UR) 

- 

1 (SC*) 

8 

Physics 

Kscr 

1(UR) 


9 

Biochemistry 


1 (UR) 


10 

Chemistry 


- 

1 (ST-1 ) 

11 

Botany 


- 

2(EWS-1,ST-1*) 

12 

Zoology 


- 

2(OBC-2 ,) 

13 

Economics 

1 (UR) 

1(UR) 


14 

English 

i(scr 

- 

1 (ST) 

15 

Tamil 

1 (UR) 

- 

1 (PWD) 

16 

Sanskrit 


1 (UR) 

2(UR-1,0BC-1) 

17 

Music 

1 (ST*) 

- 

1 (UR) 

18 

Psychology 

1 (UR) 

- 

2(PWD-1,ST-1*) 

19 

Political Science 


1 (UR) 


20 

Commerce 


- 

2(UR-1,0BC-1) 

21 

Business Administration 

1 (UR) 

- 


22 

Tourism Management 


- 

1(SC) 

23 

Education 

1 (UR) 

1(UR) 

2(UR-1;Natural Science, ST-1*; English) 

24 

Special Education 


1 (UR) 



*- Backlog vacancies; PWD-Persons With Disability; EWS- Economically Weaker Section; 

Note: 

1.1) The candidates are advised to read detailed advertisement on the website carefully before filling in applications (www.avinuty.ac.in). 

1.2) The qualifications and other conditions prescribed in the advertisement are as per UGC Regulations 2018 on Minimum Qualification for appointment of Teachers and NCTE/RCI norms 
whereverapplicable. 

1.3) The prescribed application forms are available in our Institute Website www.avinuty.ac.in .The filled in application form along with necessary enclosures and application cost of Rs. 500/- 
(for SC/ST - Rs.250/-j by Demand Draft in favour of The Registrar, Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science and Higher Education for Women, Coimbatore - 641043 should 
reach the Registrar on or before 08.11.2019 which will be the cutoff date for all purposes. 

1.4) Those who are in service should send their application through proper channel. 

1.5) The Institute reserves the right not to call for Selection or not to fill in the vacancies advertised without assigning any reasons. REG ISTRAR 
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Maruti cuts output for 
eighth straight month 

NEW DELHI 

Reeling under a prolonged 
slowdown, Maruti Suzuki 
India (MSI) reduced its 
production by 17.48% in 
September, making it the 
eighth straight month when 
the country's largest 
carmaker lowered its output. 
The company produced a 
total of 1,32,199 units in 
September as against 
1,60,219 units in the same 
month of the last year, 

Maruti Suzuki said in a 
regulatory filing, pti 

BAI reiterates demand 
for cement regulator 

MUMBAI 

Builders' Association of India 
(BAI) has urged the 
government to appoint a 
Cement Regulatory Authority 
for curbing alleged 
malpractices in the sector. 
"The Cement Regulatory 
Authority can rein in the 
unabated increase in cement 
prices. Such an abnormal 
price hike causes huge losses 
to the real estate developers 
as also to the government as 
well as private contractors," 
said Sachin Chandra, 
president, BAI. 

Infosys bags digital 
services deal from Volvo 

BENGALURU 

Tech major Infosys said it has 
been selected as the main 
supplier to deliver Volvo 
Cars' digital transformation 
services for its enterprise 
digital commercial 
operations applications and 
products. Under this, Infosys 
will offer next generation 
application services 
leveraging its global delivery 
model (GDM), agile delivery, 
automation and other service 
optimisation levers to deliver 
effective service operations. 


FPI flows stay muted post tax rate cuts 

‘IMF, ADB cutting growth forecast, trade war, Trump impeachment inquiry weigh on global investors’ 


In low spirits 

FPIs have sold shares on 
eight occasions in the 10 
trading sessions since 
the tax rate cut 



Date 

FPI flows 
(? Cr.) 

Dll flows 
(? Cr.) 

Sept. 23 

2,856.51 

291.95 

Sept. 24 

-684.9 

472.81 

Sept. 25 

-231.73 

-762.48 

Sept. 26 

3,163.90 

339.28 

Sept. 27 

-66.1 

458.68 

Sept. 30 

-298.43 

504.69 

Oct. 1 

-1,521.31 

1,503.02 

Oct. 3 

-989.15 

862.54 

Oct. 4 

-844.56 

606.28 

Oct. 7 

-494.21 

904.82 


SOURCE: NSDL, BSE 


ASHIS H RUKHAIYAR 

MUMBAI 

The corporate tax rate cuts 
announced by the govern¬ 
ment last month has had on¬ 
ly a marginal effect on fo¬ 
reign portfolio investors 
(FPIs) who have been net 
sellers in most trading ses¬ 
sions since the reduction in 
the levy was announced. 

Data show that in the 10 
trading sessions since the 
rate cut, FPIs have sold 
shares on eight occasions 
though they have been net 
buyers at a little under £)00 
crore primarily due to signif¬ 
icant buying on two 
occasions. 

As per data from the Na¬ 
tional Securities Depository 
Limited (NSDL), FPIs were 
net buyers at a whopping 
£2,856.51 crore on Septem¬ 
ber 23 - the first trading ses¬ 


sion post the tax rate cuts an¬ 
nounced by Finance 
Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman. 

Thereafter, overseas in¬ 
vestors sold shares with a 
cumulative value of almost 
?920 crore in the next two 


sessions before again buying 
shares worth £1,164 crore on 
September 26. 

Since then, they have 
been net sellers in the six 
consecutive trading sessions 
having sold shares worth 
more than ?4,200 crore. 


Market participants be¬ 
lieve the tax rate cut would 
only have a minimal effect 
on FPI flows in Indian equi¬ 
ties as larger global concerns 
continue to persist making 
investors cautious about 
making fresh allocations in 
most emerging markets, in¬ 
cluding India. 

Too many overhangs 

“There are too many over¬ 
hangs in equity markets glo¬ 
bally and India is no excep¬ 
tion,” said the institutional 
sales head of a domestic 
brokerage. “We have seen 
world bodies like IMF and 
ADB cutting growth fore¬ 
casts, trade war between the 
U.S. and China escalating at 
regular intervals and, most 
recently, impeachment in¬ 
quiry of Donald Trump. 

“These things make global 


investors cautious, which is 
being reflected in the FPI 
flows even though the go¬ 
vernment did a good job by 
cutting corporate tax rates,” 
he added. 

Incidentally, the recent 
FPI activity, though lack¬ 
lustre in inflows, was still 
better than the trend wit¬ 
nessed after the government 
rolled back the tax surcharge 
introduced in the Union 
Budget. FPIs were net sellers 
at nearly £7,000 crore bet¬ 
ween August 23 - when the 
roll-back was announced - 
and September 23 when tax 
rate cuts were announced. 

Meanwhile, domestic in¬ 
stitutional investors (Dlls) 
have been buying shares in 
huge quantities with the net 
buying in the last 10 trading 
sessions pegged at nearly 
?5,200 crore. 


Mercedes-Benz sells over 
200 cars in festive season 

Says it ‘outperformed’ last year’s sales 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Mercedes-Benz India said it 
sold more than 200 units in 
the last few days, including 
125 units in Mumbai alone 
during Dussehra. Seventy- 
four units were delivered 
during Navratri in Gujarat. 
These two remained the top 
focus markets for the 
company. 

In a statement, the firm 
said this year’s Dussehra 
and Navratri deliveries out¬ 
performed the 2018 num¬ 
bers and marked a ‘strong’ 
festive mood. The quantum 
of sales is significant in the 
backdrop of the current 
downturn in the automobile 
industry. 

“Sedans C-Class and E- 
Class continue to delight 
customers in Mumbai fol¬ 



lowed by SUVs like the GLC 
and GLE. CLA, GLA. The C- 
Class emerged as the choice 
of Gujarat customers,” it 
said. Customers included 
businesspersons, doctors, 
CAs and lawyers, it added. 

“Today’s deliveries signi¬ 
fy that we have similar level 
of excitement... from cus¬ 
tomers, which we witnessed 
in 2018; and that is positive 
for us,” said Martin 
Schwenk, MD and CEO. 


Time to have separate deposit 
insurance for SB, FD accounts’ 


Govt, unveils faceless I-T assessment, 
opens National e-Assessment Centre 


Current upper limit has outlived its utility, says SBI report 


‘e-Assessment to bring about efficiency by eliminating human interface’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Amid the crisis in Punjab & 
Maharashtra Co-operative 
Bank that had created panic 
among a section of deposi¬ 
tors, a report by the State 
Bank of India (SBI) has 
called for a re-look at the de¬ 
posit insurance scheme. 

“The current upper limit 
of Zi lakh per depositor, we 
believe, has outlived its shelf 
life and there is a need to re¬ 
visit it,” SBI said in a report. 

The report suggested a 
two-tier system of deposit 
insurance - one for savings 
account deposit and the oth¬ 
er for fixed deposits. 

At present, deposits of up 
to £ lakh are insured by the 



Deposit Insurance and Cre¬ 
dit Guarantee Corporation. 

“The DICGC coverage 
should be revised and bi-fur- 
cated into two categories: 1) 
desirable coverage of at least 
£ lakh for SB deposits 
(around 90% of the total SB 
accounts) and 2) desirable 
coverage of at least t2 lakh 
for term deposits (around 


70% of the total TD ac¬ 
counts),” the report said. 

Senior citizens 

The report also suggested a 
separate provision for senior 
citizens. “This revision in 
DICGC coverage becomes all 
the more desirable in the In¬ 
dian context, where senior 
citizens/retired people have 
no social security in place 
and mostly keep fixed depo¬ 
sits for earning interest in¬ 
come,” it said. 

The report suggested de¬ 
positors get an incentive to 
spare a part of their total de¬ 
posits to buy bank bonds 
that provide guaranteed 
coupon rates on a half-yearly 
basis and are tax-free. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Revenue Secretary Ajay 
Bhushan Pandey has 
launched the faceless assess¬ 
ment system in the Income 
Tax department and also in¬ 
augurated the National e-As- 
sessment Centre, promises 
that Finance Minister Nirma¬ 
la Sitharaman had made in 
her Budget speech. 

“The e-Assessment 
Scheme introduces the con¬ 
cept of team-based assess¬ 
ment with dynamic jurisdic¬ 
tion which would bring 
about transparency, efficien¬ 
cy and standardisation of 
procedures by eliminating 
human interface between 
the taxpayer and the Income 
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Ajay Bhushan Pandey 

Tax department,” the go¬ 
vernment said in a release. 

The launch of the e-As- 
sessment system comes days 
after the Central Board of Di¬ 
rect Taxes (CBDT) launched 
a system wherein all notices 
and communication sent by 


the I-T department would 
come with a computer-gen¬ 
erated documentation iden¬ 
tification number (DIN). Not¬ 
ices without this DIN will be 
considered non est or non¬ 
existent under the law. “E-as¬ 
sessment is a welcome step 
in making assessment pro¬ 
ceedings efficient and spee¬ 
dy,” said Homi Mistry, partn¬ 
er, Deloitte India. 

Save time 

“Online submissions will 
save time and effort involved 
in visiting tax offices for face- 
to-face proceedings. Face¬ 
less assessments will make 
the process objective and 
hassle-free.” 

The nodal National e-As- 


sessment Centre (NeAC) will 
be located in Delhi and head¬ 
ed by the Principal Chief 
Commissioner of Income 
Tax. The eight Regional e-As- 
sessment Centres will be lo¬ 
cated in Delhi, Mumbai, 
Chennai, Kolkata, Ahmeda- 
bad, Pune, Bengaluru, and 
Hyderabad. 

“Cases for the specified 
work shall be assigned by the 
NeAC to different units by 
way of automated allocation 
systems,” the release added. 
“In view of the dynamic and 
all-India jurisdiction of all of¬ 
ficers of NeAC and ReAC, this 
kind of connective and col¬ 
laborative effort of officers is 
likely to lead to better quali¬ 
ty of assessments.” 


INTERVIEW) GAUTAM HARI SINGHANIA 

‘Must react fast to auto crisis’ 


Fundamental problem is lack of money: Raymond CMD 


LALA TENDU MISHRA 

The downturn in the auto 
sector could have a multi¬ 
plier effect on other sectors 
of the economy , says Gau- 
tam Hari Singhania, CMD, 
Raymond in an interview. 
Excerpts: 

What is the state of the 
economy? 

■ The economy is a little 
tough now. There is no li¬ 
quidity. Banks do have the 
money but they are not lend¬ 
ing. You were travelling at 
300 km per hour and sud¬ 
denly, somebody slammed 
the brakes. So, there is going 
to be discomfort till the car 
stops and starts again. These 
are tough times but Ray¬ 
mond always embraces such 
times. 

How is the retail sector 
doing? 

■ Auto sector is in a terrible 
condition. NBFCs are in a 
bad state. The fundamental 
problem is lack of money. 
But if you are a good compa¬ 
ny and have good products 
with value for money, at best 
you will be flat or have little 
growth. That is a good thing 
because others will be 
negative. 

The pain in the auto sec¬ 
tor is huge. The multiplier ef¬ 
fect of that is going to be ov¬ 
er the whole industry 
because auto sector does not 
stop at cars. If you take un¬ 
employment in auto compa¬ 
nies, ancillaries and dealer¬ 
ships, it would be lakhs of 
people. It even affects indus¬ 
tries like steel, tyre, engine, 
component manufactures 
and leather manufacturers. 

Every manufacturer has a 
[trickle] down effect on em¬ 
ployment. If one sec¬ 
tor affects 20 other 
sectors, then those 
20 will affect 20 
other sectors. To¬ 
day, we see auto 
getting the high¬ 
est pain. 

One can deal 
with 5-10% up 


Unemployment in 
W auto firms, 
ancillaries and 
dealerships would 
run to lakhs of 
people 

or down in sensitivity index 
but when you see 40%, it is a 
systemic change. We need to 
react to this quickly. We 
need to correct it quickly. 
Whatever needs to be done, 
let’s get it done and let’s 
move on. Is there a pro¬ 
blem? The answer is yes. 

How is Raymond doing in 
this environment? 

■ With the slowdown, every¬ 
body has been impacted. 
But we are doing better than 
other companies because 
eventually Raymond sells va- 
lue-for-money products. We 
are not overleveraged; we 
continuously do product in¬ 
novation. I am worried for 
the overall sentiment. There 
will be collateral damage on 
everybody. 

Do your store expansion 
plans remain? 

■ We are continuously open¬ 
ing new stores. Today, we 
have 1,406 stores in India 
across 600 towns and 52 
stores in nine other coun¬ 
tries. We will continuously 
be aggressive not only in 
Raymond shops but in diffe¬ 



rent formats and new for¬ 
mats. Our next big penetra¬ 
tion will be via another 
company that has presence 
in 375 towns and that will go 
on expanding. Today, there 
are people in Central India 
who have never been to 
Mumbai. I remember, once a 
50-year-old Punjabi man 
came for a product launch, 
he said he had never seen 
the sea before and he 
thanked me for showing him 
the sea [from the terrace of 
Raymond flagship store at 
Breach Candy]. 

When I asked what he 
meant, he said he had never 
left Punjab. What you and 
me take for granted, in India 
you have to go to the mar¬ 
kets [to understand trends]. 

Recently, Raymond forayed 
into real estate. What are 
your overall plans? 

■ Raymond has historical 
land. The company’s policy 
is to monetise the asset. We 
have multiple plans. Cur¬ 
rently, we are developing the 
first phase of 20 acres. In the 
wisdom of the company and 
the directors, it s the correct 
way to optimise shareholder 
value. Construction has 
started. The response has 
been very good. We are do¬ 
ing 2BHK compact homes. 

Your comment on the 
differences between you and 
your father [former 
Raymond chairman Vijaypat 
Singhania]? 

■ It is what it is. He wants me 
to do things which are 
against corporate gover¬ 
nance norms of the compa¬ 
ny. All that he asked for was 
put forward to the board, to 
shareholders and it has been 

rejected. There is nothing I 
can do. He does not 
want to understand 
that. At the end of the 
day, I am a profes¬ 
sional running a pro¬ 
fessional firm and am 
trying to set the high¬ 
est standards of cor¬ 
porate governance. 


Textile industry seeks 
steps to boost exports 

‘Quick release of refunds will help’ 


‘India contributed to post-blast 
economic recovery in Lanka’ 

Indian firms prefer Lanka for team outings, says official 


M. SQ UNDARIYA PREETHA 

COIMBATORE 

The textile industry has 
sought immediate release of 
refunds under various go¬ 
vernment schemes to ease 
the liquidity crunch faced 
by manufacturers and ex¬ 
porters. 

In a joint memorandum 
presented by seven nation¬ 
al-level textile associations 
and major export promo¬ 
tion councils to the Union 
Government, the industry 
said that since the units are 
facing acute liquidity issues, 
the government should take 
steps to release the refund 
arrears under programmes 
such as ROSL/ROSCTL, Du¬ 
ty Drawback scheme, GST 
refunds, and Technology 
Upgradation Fund scheme. 

The Confederation of In¬ 
dian Textile Industry (CITI) 
held meetings with the tex¬ 
tile associations across the 

Reliance MF is 
now Nippon 
India MF 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

Following the purchase of 
75% stake in Reliance Nip¬ 
pon Life Asset Manage¬ 
ment by Nippon Life Insu¬ 
rance, Reliance Mutual 
Fund has been renamed as 
Nippon India Mutual Fund. 

This has been one of the 
largest foreign direct in¬ 
vestments in the financial 
sector, and now Nippon In¬ 
dia Mutual Fund is the lar¬ 
gest foreign-owned Asset 
Management Company in 
India, said the company. 

Sundeep Sikka will con¬ 
tinue to lead company as 
the CEO. 

In Japan, one out of 12 
people is a policyholder of 
Nippon Life Insurance. 
“The company will conti¬ 
nue to focus on increasing 
market share and profita¬ 
bility,” said Mr. Sikka. 



country and facilitated the 
formation of a national com¬ 
mittee for textiles and cloth¬ 
ing representing the entire 
textile value chain. 

The committee has short¬ 
listed measures that the 
Centre must take to revive 
the industry. T. Rajkumar, 
chairman, CITI, said the as¬ 
sociations had submitted 
their demands to the Textile 
Minister and that it hopes to 
meet the Finance and Com¬ 
merce Ministers soon. 


K. BH ARAT KUMAR 

CHENNAI 

Sundaram Home Finance 
(SHF) may revise its fund¬ 
raising plans downwards by 
10% if demand buoyancy 
does not return to the home 
loan market in the second 
half of this fiscal. 

“We were looking to raise 
?4,000 crore this year, but 
given the flattish disburse¬ 
ment growth that the com¬ 
pany is seeing we may end 
up raising £>,600 crore,” 
said the company’s MD, Sri- 
nivas Acharya. 

He explained that the loan 
disbursement target may al¬ 
so come down to £2,450 
crore from the originally in¬ 
tended £2,600 crore. 

He noted that in anticipa¬ 
tion of demand, builders had 
built a ‘huge’ inventory of 
homes. “But demand esti¬ 
mation was flawed. The sce¬ 
nario is now changing. The 


MINI TEJASWI 

BENGALURU 

An additional inflow of busi¬ 
ness tourists, rise in book¬ 
ings for traders’/dealers’/ 
consumers’ conferences and 
wedding parties from India 
have contributed significant¬ 
ly to the overall economic re¬ 
covery in the last couple of 
months, according to a Sri 
Lankan Government official. 

A series of bomb blasts 
ripped through churches 
and hotels in Sri Lanka on 
April 21, killing over 250 pe¬ 
ople bringing the island na¬ 
tion’s trade and tourism to a 
grinding halt. After the East¬ 
er Sunday attack, tourist ar¬ 
rivals dropped to 37,802 in 
May against 1.30 lakh in the 
corresponding month a year 
ago and from the year’s peak 
of over 2.52 lakh in Febru¬ 
ary. However, the numbers 



Srinivas Acharya 


younger generation has be¬ 
come location agnostic and 
they no more want to be 
hooked to a single location. 
Our economy has to adjust 
to this new outlook of the 
younger generation.” 

Ageing inventory 

He also had a word of cau¬ 
tion on the ageing inventory 
of unsold houses. “Previous¬ 
ly, 30% of homebuyers were 



started picking up with 
63,072 arrivals in June, 
1,15,701 in July and 1,43,587 
in August as per statistics 
provided by the Sri Lanka 
Convention Bureau. 

Yasantha De Silva Yadde- 
hi. Minister (Commercial), 
Sri Lanka Deputy High Com- 
mission-Chennai said Sri 
Lanka had made a remarka¬ 
ble recovery in the last few 
months and India’s contri¬ 
bution to it has been signifi- 


from the IT sector; NRIs con¬ 
stituted another 30%. These 
two categories have seen a 
big dip in recent times. De¬ 
mand buoyancy is not there 
currently. A large inventory 
of unsold new apartments 
may have buyers thinking 
twice and they may be reluc¬ 
tant to buy an apartment 
that has remained unsold for 
2-3 years.” 

Mr. Acharya also dwelt on 
the fact that the current 
slowdown in economic 
growth is unlike any other 
that India has faced. “We are 
currently going through a 
significant phase in our his¬ 
tory - that of transformative 
change. There are cultural, 
societal, financial and envi¬ 
ronment shifts happening all 
at the same time.” 

“Cultural preferences are 
changing. The demand-sup¬ 
ply equation is changing. 
There was a time when there 


cantly high especially in the 
weddings and MICE (Meet¬ 
ings, Incentives, Conferenc¬ 
es and Exhibitions) 
segments. 

“Post bomb blasts, our 
MICE arrivals from India 
have picked up substantially 
in the last few months. We 
have been receiving book¬ 
ings for traders’/dealers’ 
meetings and consumer 
conferences. A large number 
of Indian corporates, mostly 
automotive, cement, phar¬ 
ma and IT firms, prefer us 
for their team outings. Busi¬ 
ness and leisure tourist ar¬ 
rivals are also on the rise,” 
said Mr. Yaddehi. 

In September, the Sri Lan¬ 
kan government earned ov¬ 
er $50 million from interna¬ 
tional conference of the 
Bohra community held in 
Colombo. 


were severe supply con¬ 
straints and there were chal¬ 
lenges meeting the demand. 

‘No supply problems’ 

“In both housing and manu¬ 
facturing, there are now no 
supply side constraints. The 
current slowdown is a result 
of issues on the demand 
side. With enormous shifts 
happening on multiple 
fronts, it is becoming diffi¬ 
cult to estimate (demand 
numbers) easily.” 

Asked about SHF’s own 
plans in the changing scena¬ 
rio, he said, “We have to cap¬ 
italise ourselves carefully. If 
we over-capitalise, sharehol¬ 
ders may not get the desired 
returns. Given the current 
scenario in real estate, even 
shrinking of business is fine 
as long as profits are there. 
Focus will be on going after 
good and profitable 
business.” 


Sundaram Home may tone down fundraising 

Nation seeing unprecedented change, difficult to estimate demand: MD Acharya 
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MEANWHILE, 
CLOSER HOME 


When canvas meets 


cinema 


The past few weeks have seen artist Charles Britto 
take social media by storm with his unique 
'Kalakkis' (mash-ups). He combines pictures of 
iconic scenes and actors from South Indian and 
world cinema with Impressionist and Renaissance 
art. The mash-ups see scenes superimposed on to 
the paintings which serve as a backdrop to the 
scenes. The pictures and paintings blend 
seamlessly, offering uncanny, new visuals. The idea 
started with Charles chancing upon a picture of the 
late actress Silk Smitha on her birthday. He decided 
to combine the black and white picture of the 
actress on to Vincent Van Gogh's Wheat Field with 
Cypresses. With good reception to his work that has 
since been shared widely on Twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram, Charles has produced more 'Kalakkis'. 
Some examples include the iconic screaming scene 
from the Tamil thriller Adhey Kangal set to the 
background of Edvard Munch's Scream, a shot from 
Pariyerum Peru mol of Pariyan and his dog Karuppi 
part of Caspar David Friedrich's Wanderer Above the 
Sea of Fog and a scene from Porosokthi with Sivaji 
as part of Van Gogh's Starry Night. The artwork 
features pithy captions of the name of the movie 
and year of release along with the name of the 
artwork and the year it was made. 


Gautam Sunder 


Nineteen-year-old Tabrez blends art and films, by 
recreating popular sitcom and movie posters with 
a classical painting as the backdrop 


SWETA AKUNDI 

In the corner of Vincent Van Gogh’s Star¬ 
ry Night, is the moon, facing away, as if 
ready to exit the frame. This very moon is 
the centrepiece of Tabrez Alam’s work of 
art. The cheesecake yellow backdrop is 
embellished with the silhouette of Elliot 
carrying ET on his bicycle, riding across 
the sky - and in so, recreating the poster 
of Steven Spielberg’s legendary movie, 
E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial. 

It is the first post on the 19-year-old’s 
Instagram account, @tabrezthird, where 
he recreates popular movie posters, and 
occasionally songs and TV shows, with a 
classical painting, generally Impression¬ 
ist, as the background. Having started in 
May, Tabrez now has over 14,000 follow¬ 
ers, and has made 113 posts. 

On his Insta grid, Raj Kapoor and Nar- 


gis take shelter under an umbrella, 
against a Cafe Terrace at Night; the six 
F.R.I.E.N.D.S walk along - not in Central 
Park - but the Park Scene as painted by 
Yves Ganne; the Little Prince and his fox, 
sit in Claude Monet’s Poppy Fields. 

This fascination with blending art and 
cinema started earlier this summer for 
Tabrez, with an introduction into the life 
and times of Vincent Van Gogh. “I’d seen 
the oil paint animation Loving Vincent, 
watched Benedict Cumberbatch play 
him in Van Gogh: Painted with Words , 
and Willem Dafoe play him in At Eterni¬ 
ty’s Gate. It made me want to see more of 
his work,” he says. 

His brush with early Impressionist 
work continued: “What I liked about Van 
Gogh and Monet was that there was no 
centre piece in their works. Every part of 
the canvas had little details that draw you 



in. You’re not supposed to look at any 
one thing,” he says. 

Like for many. Starry Night was his 
first inspiration. “I was looking at the 
moon, and it just reminded me of the 
moon scene in ET,” he said. The second 
time. Starry Night made a reappearance, 
this time as a canvas for Masaan’s Vicky 
Kaushal. 

The colours on the paintings remind¬ 
ed him of certain scenes from songs, mo¬ 
vies, and TV shows he liked. “You know 
how a certain song reminds you of a cer¬ 
tain colour?” he asks. I shake my head to 
indicate no, but he goes on. “That’s how 
it works in my head. The colours recreate 
emotions.” 

Though earlier he would first stumble 
upon paintings, and then associate them 
to a movie, now he does the opposite too. 
He sometimes takes movie requests from 
his followers, and finds a painting that 
would suit it. “I don’t have much know¬ 
ledge about art,” he insists. “I go search¬ 
ing for paintings, read about them, find 
other similar artists and their recom¬ 
mended works... It’s like a web.” 

A regular guy 

Despite his style of work, he maintains 
that he is neither a movie buff, nor an 
expert on art. “I do like watching cinema, 
and I’ve grown up on a good dose of film 
gossip,” he says, laughingly, “But I 
wouldn’t call myself a buff. The same 
with art, I like it but I don’t think I would 
pursue it academically,” says Tabrez, 
who is currently preparing for the NEET 
exam in Kota. 

This is Tabrez’s second art account, 
the first one (@tabrezsecond), where he 
posts abstract art, is what he calls “a di¬ 
ary of neurotic images in my head”. 
While he admits he does not know how 
long he will be able to keep the @tabrez- 
third account running, he is now explor¬ 
ing Indian and Japanese folk paintings to 
keep things fresh. “I’m trying to find new 
artists, who will open new doors for in¬ 
terpretation,” he says. 




VANGMAYI PARAKALA 


All star 

SPICE 


In the growing space for South-Indian 
food in the NCR, Savya Rasa in Gurugram 
brings us a ‘pan-South’ experience that 
goes beyond idli-dosa w 


It’s become amply clear over 
the last few years that North 
India is done with the tired 
old routine of idli-dosa-vada. 
They have been hungry (ex¬ 
cuse the pun) to discover 
more from the country’s 
south. If Bagundi in Con¬ 
naught Place and Tenali in 
Green Park market, with 
their signature Andhra food, 
have given Delhiites a place 
for the cuisine other than the 
classic Andhra Bhavan Can¬ 
teen, Savya Rasa, now in Gu¬ 
rugram after opening in 
Pune and Chennai, will be 
joining the likes of Jugger¬ 
naut, Sana Di Ge, 
and Carnatic 
Cafe, in ex¬ 
panding into a 
more “pan- 
South” 
space. 

They 
serve 
Chetti- 
nad, Man- 
galorean, 
and And¬ 
hra food. 

The vibe: 

The interiors in¬ 
clude old copper 


utensils and crockery, 
polished to a shine; the 
music is lilting Carnatic 
classical. The staff 
wears veshti/mundu/ 
panchi. Despite all 
this, it is not formal, 
as much as it is 
quaint. 

Do try: The 
Nannari sharbat, 
which is a great 
throwback to 
South Indian 
summers, when a 
concentrate of 


khus is stirred into chilled 
water. The Konda Kadalai 
Kozhakatai (steamed rice 
flour dumplings, tossed with 
chickpeas) is a great starter 
snack, of the chalchna varie¬ 
ty - the little balls of doughy 
rice add a comforting 
smoothness. The Manga Cur¬ 
ry (raw mango cubes in coco¬ 
nut gravy) was a great exam¬ 
ple of two seemingly 
contrasting flavours coming 
together in perfect harmony, 
with both occupying pride of 
place, and giving solid cha¬ 


racter to 
the dish. The 
Gongura Maam- 
sam, a mutton curry 
made with the Andhra-fa¬ 
mous sour sorrell leaves, was 
a hug-in-a-dish, with the 
meat soft and the tangy cur¬ 
ry of the right blend for both 
rice (the regular accompani¬ 
ment) or a parotta. The plain 
rice comes with a little ghee 
stirred in and smells heaven¬ 
ly, and the bun parotta is fla¬ 
ky on top and soft when 
torn, ready to soak up any 


FOOD REVIEW 


the paniyaram, a 
shallow fried dum¬ 
pling made of rice- 
lentil batter) bare¬ 
ly had any lcozhi 
(chicken), and the 
batter carried a 
slight tang from the 
fermentation, which 
sometimes can be a 
good thing, but even a 
degree more, and it 
would mean that the 
dough is spoilt. 

Go with: An empty sto¬ 
mach, a warrior attitude, 
and stretchy waistbands. 
Best for a family lunch, a 
grown-up date, or with your 
colleagues. 

Space bar: 54 covers over 
1,800 sq feet, child-friendly, 
but not pet-friendly 

How much? ^1,700 for 
two 

Reach: Drive or cab it to 
Ardee City Road, Block B, Ar- 
dee City, Sector 52, Guru- 
gram 


Much on your plate 

Cheemeen Manga Curry; 
(extreme left) the texture 
of their dosas shows how 
well-fermented their 
rice-lentil dough is 


■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


curry you want to lick your 
plate clean of. 

Skip: The Pallipalayam 
Kalaan (button mushrooms, 
pan-fried in a ground masa¬ 
la) which the menu says is a 
dish found at the banks of 
the Kaveri - the masala was 
too harsh, and the mush¬ 
rooms insignificant. The Koz- 
hi Paniyaram (finely 
chopped chicken stuffed into 


SPACES 


Stories of crafts and their 
people 

Google, Incredible India, and the Dastkari Haat Samiti 
have come together to launch a dedicated digital 
exhibit, called Crafted in India 



Called Crofted in Indio the virtual 
museum of narratives about India's 
artisans was launched in Delhi on 
Monday. 

This includes virtual exhibits from 22 different 
collections, including exhibits from the Bhau Daji Lad 
Mumbai City Museum and the JD Centre of Art in 
Bhubaneswar, collections from the digital publication 
Border & Fall, Museum of Art and Photography in 
Bengaluru, as well as the Indian Museum in Kolkata . But 
the principal partners for the Crafted in India initiative are 
Incredible India, the tourism campaign of the Government 
of India; and Dastkari Haat Samiti, a national association of 
craftspeople from around the country. 

The launch saw Amit Sood, Senior Director of the Google 
Arts & Culture, apologise about not knowing Hindi multiple 
times while alternating between English and the verncular. 
Having flown into the country in the wee hours of that 
morning, Sood also declared that he hadn't fully prepared 
this presentation beforehand, fumbling with names of 
crafts (he repeatedly called the bell metal casting from 
Payyanur in Kerala, "ball metal", and he mispronounced and 
glossed over the words 'telia rumal', a weave from 
Puttapaka in Telangana) that appear prominently on the 
Crafted in India section. 

A clutch of artisans whose stories are featured in the 
exhibit, were present at this launch, which also saw Prahlad 
Singh Patel, the Minister for Culture and Tourism; Jaya 
Jaitly, President of the Dastkari Haat Samiti; and Meenakshi 
Sharma, Director General of Tourism. 

Guess That Croft, an "interactive" exhibit within Crofted 
in Indio, is a clever use of Google Art & Culture's incredible 
picture zoom capability, overlaid with text. Scroll once, and 
a close up detail of a certain craft comes with a question- 
cum-clue. Scroll once more, and the zoomed out high 
quality image is shown, along with a brief few lines about 
the art form, and hyperlinks leading to the exhibits within 
this series.This includes Purulia masks from West Bengal 
and Channapatna toys from Karnataka. 

In addition to the well-known photo quality of the 
exhibits on Google Arts & Culture, the bite-sized videos on 
Crofted in Indio, which follow the lives of people behind 
crafts such as leather puppetry from Andhra Pradesh, or 
the sari weaving from Banaras are well-produced 
highlights. 

This new exhibit also incorporates an 'explore by colour' 
feature, wherein a colour palette is laid out on the top of 
the screen. You can click on a hue that catches your eye, 
and all images within the Crofted in Indio exhibit that fall in 
that spectrum are before you. You can click on each to learn 
about its details. 


Visit the collection on g.co/craftedinindia; to partner with Google 
Cultural Institute, under which Google Art & Culture is subsumed, 
apply for an invite at gco/cisignup 


VANGMAYI PARAKAI A 



Contact us at delhimetro@thehindu.co.in 


5 EVENTS WORTH YOUR WHILE 



Polish music 

IHC in collaboration with the Polish Institute, 
New Delhi, presents a concert by Polish musician 
Karolina Cicha. A multi-instrumentalist, Karolina 
is fascinated with the traditional music of North¬ 
eastern Poland. While singing, she plays the 
piano accordion and the harpsichord, and merges 
rough rock, jazz and traditional notes. 
venue: Amphitheatre, India Habitat Centre 
TIME: 7:30 p.m. 



Canvas 

Life, on Intimate Dialogue is a solo exhibition of 
Chandigarh-based artist, Aradhna Tandon. 
Curated by Gargi Seth, the exhibition captures 
the artist's questions on life and the universe, 
against the unfolding backdrop of Chandigarh. 
The canvases depict love, tenderness and 
compassion. 

venue: Triveni Kala Sangam, Mandi House 
time: 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 


October fest 

Chapter Twelve, a restaurant and bar, has 
organised October Fest, a food festival with 
special menu. On till October 12th, the 
vegetarian menu offers Tomato Basil Brochette, 
Bell Pepper Cheese Toast, Achari Chilli Baji and 
the non-veg variant has Naan Chicken Pizza, 
Chicken Garlic Cigar, Fish Finger, and more. 
venue: 20, Ozone Tower, Sector-12, Faridabad 
time: 12 noon -12 midnight 


Madhubani art 

The ongoing solo exhibition of paintings titled 
The Enlightened Soul, showcases recent works by 
Rajni Kiran Jha. The show features around 20 
artworks of Buddha along with 10 other 
paintings on meditation, depicting the spiritual 
journey. The paintings on display are created in 
Madhubani style of art in various sizes on canvas. 
venue: AIFACS, 1 Rafi Marg 
time: 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 


Jazz 

The Piano Man Jazz Club is hosting 
Groovemeister, a jazz quintet band from 
Bengaluru, this evening. Influenced by covers 
like John Scofield, Joshua Redman, Mike Stern, 
the outfit promises contemporary jazz, blues, 
funk and soul. The band has recently launched 
its first album titled, Everything is Ploy. 
venue: B 6-7/22 Safdarjung Enclave Market 
time: 9 p.m. -11:55 p.m. 
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RIVAN RS 


Most fun-to-drive 
cars under HO lakh 


We tell you which model currently on sale provides 
the most bang for your buck 


1. Fiat Abarth Punto 


Rating: 8/10 
Price: ^8.89 lakh 

The souped-up Baleno, if you please, may be lacking in outright numbers - its 
1.0-litre turbo-petrol engine makes 102hp and 150Nm of torque - but factor in its 
sub-one-tonne weight - it’s just 950kg - and you’ll know why the Maruti Suzuki 
Baleno RS is as brisk as it is. Still, it isn’t quite an all-round entertainer. The numb 
steering, in particular, lets the package down. What the Baleno RS does do well is 
blend practicality and fun in one package. The 1.0-litre Boosterjet motor that 
powers the Baleno RS is not expected to be upgraded to meet BS-VI emission 
norms in the coming months, which is one of the reasons why the BS-IV-spec 
Baleno RS is currently available with benefits and discounts of up to ?1.5 lakh. 


4. Ford Freestyle 1.5D 


Rating: 8/10 

Price: ^6.66 - 8.26 lakh 

From behind the wheel, you wouldn’t be able to tell that Ford’s new Figo-based cross-hatch 
sits on a raised suspension. It’s keen to turn in, it’s well-balanced, and the 190mm ground 
clearance and the suspension’s ability to smoothen out bumps mean you can make the most 
of the handling package, even when the roads are far from perfect. This is why we’d pick the 
Ford Freestyle over its hatchback counterpart. The peppy diesel engine - the same 1.5-litre 
unit that’s available on the Figo - completes the package. 


You no longer need to 
splash serious cash to get 
your hands on a fun-to- 
drive car, as in recent 
years, India has seen its fair 
share of hot-hatches and fun-to-drive 
cars introduced at relatively accessible 
prices. We tell you which model 
currently on-sale provides the most bang 
for your buck and costs under ?10 lakh. 
You would be able to get a great deal on 
some of them too, as long as stocks last at 
dealerships. 


Rating: 9/10 
Price: ^9.67 lakh 

Small turbo-petrol with big power? Check. Able chassis? Check. Hydraulic 
steering? Check. The Fiat Abarth Punto is the affordable hot hatch we’ve 
always wanted. Its 145hp/212Nm, 1.4-litre turbo-petrol engine is a total 
firecracker, and what elevates the experience is the way the Punto lights up 
in the corners. It’s far from perfect in other areas, but true petrolheads are 
sure to see the Abarth as flawed but fabulous. With Fiat having announced its 
India exit in February (the Jeep brand will represent FCA in India), 2019 may 
be the last year you’ll be able to get a brand-new Abarth Punto. In addition, 
as dealers are also looking push unsold stock, you’ll be able to strike quite a 
bargain for this hot-hatch. 


3. Maruti Suzuki Baleno RS 


2. Tata Tiago JTP 

Rating: 8/10 
Price: ^6.70 lakh 

Thanks to a very attractive price tag and a 1.2-litre turbo-petrol engine 
that develops 114hp and 150Nm of peak torque, the hotter version of 
Tata’s Tiago hatchback is for a keen driver on a budget. Equipped with 
an optimised suspension setup and fatter rubber, the Tata Tiago JTP is a 
car built for enthusiasts. The added dynamism hasn’t come at the cost of 
ride comfort either. A recent update replaced the 5.0-inch touchscreen 
infotainment system with a slicker 7.0-inch unit and added automatic 
climate control, which increased prices by ^30,000. A better-sounding 
exhaust note would have completed what is otherwise a compelling 
budget performance buy. This go-faster Tiago is expected to remain on 
sale after April 2020, which means we can expect its 1.2-litre motor to be 
upgraded to BS-VI specifications in coming months. 


Rating: 8/10 
Price: ^6.13 - 7.55 lakh 

The facelift that launched this year introduced new petrol engines for the 
hatchback - a 96hp, 1.2-litre and a 123hp, 1.5-litre unit - but it is still the 
100hp/215Nm 1.5-litre diesel engine (which continues unchanged) that better 
matches the Figo’s excellent ride and handling capabilities. The Ford Figo 
facelift may miss out on the slightly sportier suspension setup that its 
predecessor came with on the Sport Edition trim; however, the top-spec 
Titanium Blu variant does feature the sporty design elements, gets more kit and 
still costs nearly ^30,000 less. Ford is one of the few carmakers that will 
continue to offer a small diesel engine once the BS-VI era begins, which means 
you’ll still be able to get one of the most fun-to-drive affordable diesel cars for a 

few years longer. 
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4 Assign to a new 
task (8) 

5 Brass neck (5) 

6 Refer to 
indirectly (6) 

11 Childishly 
sulky (8) 

12 Slow movement 
in a musical work (6) 

13 Heavy material 
used to stabilise a 
ship (7) 

15 Sudden thrust in 
fencing (5) 

17 Grinding 
tooth (5) 

18 Plug (a gap) (4) 


Solution will appear 
in The Hindu dated 
October 10,2019. 

Solution No. 13193 


■ Across 

1 Excessively 
sentimental (10) 

7 Left - late (8) 

8 Small brook (4) 

9 Put down (4) 

10 Accelerate (5,2) 
12 Without delay 
(2,3,6) 

14 Hard-hearted (7) 
16 First-class - fruit 
(4) 

19 Engage by written 


agreement (4) 

20 Good-natured 
( 8 ) 

21 Device to help 
breathing (10) 

■ Down 

1 Explosive 
projectile (5) 

2 Two-wheeled 
horse-drawn vehicle 
used in battle (7) 

3 Raps - successful 
recordings (4) 
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Rohit cut out to open, says Shastri 


India coach all praise for Shami’s resilience; feels Bumrah’s work load has to be astutely managed 



Settled unit: Ravi Shastri says Team India has progressed well with the bowlers capable of picking up 20 wickets 
in a match, -k.r. deepak 


Our bowlers pretty 
good at reverse 
swing, says Arun 


EXCLUSIVE 


s. DIN AKAR 

VISAICHAPATNAM 

Ravi Shastri enjoyed the pan¬ 
oramic view through the ho¬ 
tel window as the sun 
bounced off the Bay of Ben¬ 
gal as he pondered the ques¬ 
tions put to him. 

The India coach’s answers 
- in an exclusive conversa¬ 
tion with The Hindu - were 
sharp, precise and honest. 
The big positive for you from 
the Test here? 

A fast bowler taking five 
wickets in the fourth innings 
in India. 

Your impressions on Shami. 
To bounce back from perso¬ 
nal issues and bowl the way 
he did was remarkable. He is 
relentless, very skilful and at 
you all the time. I would have 
hated to face him. 

How concerned are you 
about Bumrah’s stress 
fracture in the back? 

Very concerned. Because he 
is precious, special, diffe¬ 
rent, and a match-winner. 
They are taking opinions on 
whether he needs surgery. 
We have to be careful about 
his workload because he 
plays all three formats. 
Hardik Pandya too 
underwent a surgery for a 
back injury recently. 

His surgery was successful. 
We will know in two weeks’ 
time. Ideally we want him in 
every format. 

Rohit Sharma was great in his 
first Test as opener. 

I would hate to see a player 
of his quality sitting in the re¬ 
serves. 

In the West Indies I was 
very clear that he should 
open and had a chat with 


Kohli about it. This was his 
opportunity. 

Opening is about the 
mindset. You got to respect 
the new ball. A lot of guys in 
India should have opened in 
the last 20 years for the sake 
of team balance, but they 
didn’t have the stomach for 
it. 

Similarities between Rohit 
and Sehwag? 

Both destroyers, both with 
the ability to score very big 
given their tempo. 

How impressed were you 
with R. Ashwin’s bowling in 
his comeback Test? 

He’s world class. A top-class 
off-spinner. But the demands 
of the game are such that you 
cannot afford to rest on your 
laurels. 


[Dhoni] one of our 
greatest players... 
whether he wants to 
come back, that’s for 
him to decide 

Ravindra Jadeja has been 
making strides, with the bat 
and the ball. 

Excellent team-man. Has 
realised his potential, which 
is never easy. He has arrived 
after that astonishing innings 
in the World Cup semifinal. 
With the ball, he’s accurate. 
If it starts spinning, he is 
lethal. 

India now has a varied attack 
that can sting. 

We have the variety to take 
20 wickets. Runs are impor¬ 
tant. But 20 wickets are most 
important. 


Does the team have an open 
mind about M.S. Dhoni 
returning to the shorter 
formats? 

He will go down as one of our 
greatest players, very, very 
high up the list. 

Whether he wants to 
come back, that’s for him to 
decide. I have not met him 
after the World Cup. He has 
to first start playing and let’s 
see how things go. 

Winning the Test series in 
New Zealand, never easy, will 
be India’s next major 
challenge. 

As the No. 1 side we like to go 
and play against tough teams 
in their backyard. We are 
confident against New Zea¬ 
land. Didn’t we beat Austra¬ 
lia down under after 71 
years? 


India has to find a stable No. 

4 in the shorter formats with 
the World Twenty20 next 
year? 

It is very easy for us to drop 
Kohli to No. 4. Then you will 
have the best No. 4 in the 
world. But it takes time. 

Shreyas Iyer has been ex¬ 
cellent in recent months. He 
can be a really good No. 4. 

What convinced the team- 
management to pick 
Wriddhiman Saha in the Test 
eleven? 

Saha is the best ’keeper in 
the world, and at home, 
where the bounce can be va¬ 
riable, his ‘keeping is inva¬ 
luable. Pant is still young and 
has the time to improve his 
’keeping. 


Hoping for 
the sides to 
remain clear 

AMOL KARHADKAR 

PUNE 

The South Africans slogged 
it for well over four hours 
in the searing heat at the 
Maharashtra Cricket Asso¬ 
ciation (MCA) stadium on 
the outskirts here. Rishabh 
Pant tonked net bowlers la¬ 
ter in the afternoon during 
India’s optional training 
session. But all through, 
both camps - and the 
groundstaff - kept staring 
at the skies, hoping for the 
heavens not to open up. 

With the city experienc¬ 
ing incessant showers in 
the lead-up to the match, 
and thunderstorms pred¬ 
icted ahead in the week 
too, MCA’s Riyaz Bagwan 
did his best to put any 
doubts to rest, stressing on 
the sand-based outfield 
that dries in no time and 
the pitch preparation be¬ 
ing on course. 

Considering the rain, it 
didn’t come as a surprise 
that the pitch had a tinge of 
live grass less than 48 
hours before the start of 
the game. But just when 
wondered whether the ve¬ 
nue could reverse the poor 
rating it received for pro¬ 
ducing a rank turner 
against Australia in Febru¬ 
ary 2017, the groundstaff 
swiftly moved into action. 

Soon after a member of 
India’s support staff had a 
close look at the pitch, the 
groundstaff was seen 
scrubbing it and mowing 
the grass. 

With curator Pandurang 
Salgaocar keeping a close 
watch, it would be interest¬ 
ing to see if the 22-yard 
strip changes its complex¬ 
ion by the time of the toss 
on Thursday morning. 


AMOL KARHADKAR 

PUNE 

The nature of Test surfaces 
in India have been starkly 
different under Virat Kohli 
and his predecessor M.S. 
Dhoni. While Dhoni exploit¬ 
ed the home advantage with 
tracks that assisted the spin¬ 
ners, Kohli, after following 
that tradition early on, has 
adopted a fair use policy. 
This has helped India’s pac¬ 
ers come into play in a big 
way. 

Arun, India’s bowling 
coach, stressed that the pac¬ 
ers have the skillset to suc¬ 
ceed in varied conditions. 

“I think there is a chance 
for the pacers on any track 
provided they have the ne¬ 
cessary skills. 

“Our fast bowlers have 
done quite well abroad and 
in India. On Indian wickets, 
when the ball spins, it also 
becomes conducive for re¬ 
verse swing, and all our 
bowlers are pretty good at 
reverse swing,” said Arun on 
Tuesday. 

The second Test against 
South Africa begins here on 
Thursday. 

While the Proteas pacers 
failed to restrict India, Ish- 
ant and Shami oversha¬ 
dowed Kagiso Rabada and 
Vernon Philander. 

Doing it better 

Arun felt that plying their 
trade in domestic cricket 
had helped the host pacers 
reverse it better. 

“Our bowlers are pretty 
skilful at reverse swing be¬ 
cause when we play domes¬ 
tic cricket, the wickets are 



o 


B. Arun. -k.r. deepak 

India pacers at 
home 


FROM NOVEMBER 2008 
TILL DECEMBER 2014 


Matches: 28 
Wickets: 152 
Average: 33.61 
5WI/10WM:4/0 


FROM JANUARY 2015 TILL 
DATE 


Matches: 24 
Wickets: 132 
Average: 28.21 
5WI/10WM:3/1 

flat. Sometimes the outfield 
is also not great. For a bow¬ 
ler to be successful, one 
needs to learn to reverse the 
ball,” said Arun 

“I think domestic cricket 
contributes a lot as you can 
see that most exponents of 
reverse swing come from 
the sub-continent because 
they need to adapt.” 

Given the weather condi¬ 
tions in Pune, it would be in¬ 
teresting to see if the pacers 
would be forced to succeed 
against the odds, or get fa¬ 
vourable conditions. 



Confident India ready for the ODIs 

Mithali is back, will lead the side; Smriti out with toe fracture 


Tendulkar’s fangirl has arrived with a bang 

The 15-year-old Shafali Verma gets to live her dream 


SA WOMEN IN INDIA 


ASHWIN ACHAL 

VADODARA 

Having recorded a comforta¬ 
ble 3-1 win in the T20Is a few 
days ago, the Indian women 
appear confident heading in¬ 
to the three-match ODI se¬ 
ries against South Africa 
here. The home team, ho¬ 
wever, has to deal with a big 
injury concern. 

Elegant opening batter 
Smriti Mandhana is out for 
the first ODI - at a minimum 
- after suffering a toe frac¬ 
ture during training. 

The full extent of the inju¬ 
ry and lay-off period will be¬ 
come clear only after a full 
assessment is done at the Na¬ 
tional Cricket Academy in 
Bengaluru. 

Timeline not possible 

“Smriti needs to get an MRI. 
She still has some swelling, 
which has to subside before 
an MRI can be done. It is dif¬ 
ficult to put a timeline (on 
her possible return),” India 
head coach W.V. Raman said 


Mithali Raj. -filephoto 

here on Tuesday. 

Smriti made only 46 runs 
in the four T20Is earlier, but 
her compact top-order pre¬ 
sence in 50-over cricket - her 
preferred format - will be 
missed. Smriti’s absence is 
likely to result in an ODI de- 


Three-match schedule 

■ Oct. 9, Oct. 11 and Oct. 14 


but for 23-year-old Priya Pu- 
nia. 

“Priya has scored consis¬ 
tently in domestic circuit. 
This is her chance,” captain 
Mithali Raj said. 

Mithali, meanwhile, 
wears the national jersey for 
the first time since announc¬ 
ing her retirement from 
T20Is. 

The skipper will hope to 
build on her terrific ODI 
form, which has seen her 
score at an average of 105.25 
in her last nine knocks (dat¬ 
ing back to April 2018). 

South Africa, meanwhile, 
can take heart from the re¬ 
sounding 105-run win 
notched up in the fifth and fi¬ 
nal T20I. 

Boost for South Africa 

Openers Lizelle Lee (84,47b) 
and Sune Luus (62, 56b) 
came good in great style, lift¬ 
ing the spirit of a struggling 


side. The arrival of expe¬ 
rienced players Marizanne 
Kapp and Trisha Chetty to 
the ODI squad serves as 
another boost. 

International women’s 
cricket returns to the Re¬ 
liance Stadium, nearly 18 
months after big crowds 
created an exciting atmosph¬ 
ere for the India-Australia 
ODI series. 

The Baroda Cricket Asso¬ 
ciation officials are hopeful 
of a large turnout once 
again. Entry is free. 

The squads: 

India: Mithali Raj (Capt.), Jemi- 
mah Rodrigues, Harmanpreet 
Kaur, Punam Raut, Deepti Shar¬ 
ma, Taniya Bhatia, Jhulan Gos- 
wami, Shikha Pandey, Mansi 
Joshi, Ekta Bisht, Poonam Ya- 
dav, D. Hemalatha, Rajeshwari 
Gayakwad and Priya Punia. 
South Africa: Sune Luus 
(Capt.), Tasmin Brits, Trisha 
Chetty, Nadine de Klerk, Shab- 
nim Ismail, Ayabonga Khaka, 
Lara Goodall, Marizanne Kapp, 
Lizelle Lee, Nonkululeko Mla- 
ba, Tumi Sekhukhune, Nondu- 
miso Shangase, Mignon du 
Preez and Laura Wolvaardt. 

Match starts at 9 a.m. 


Packing a punch: Shafali Verma has impressed one and all. 

■ VIJAY SONEJI 


P.K. A JITH KUMAR 

JAIPUR 

Shafali Verma was nine when 
she made that short journey 
to Lahli from her home in 
Rohtak, along with her fath¬ 
er. She wanted to see her 
idol, Sachin Tendulkar, play¬ 
ing his last Ranji match. 

The Master Blaster didn’t 
disappoint her. He smashed 
an unbeaten 79 in the second 
innings to guide Mumbai to a 
four-wicket victory against 
host Haryana, in 2013. She 
came back home, deter¬ 
mined: she wanted to play in 
front of such a crowd one 
day. A few days ago, her 
dream came true. 

Plenty to cheer about 

Not only did she play in front 
of a crowd of over 15,000 at 
the Lalbhai Contractor Stadi¬ 
um in Surat, she also gave 
them plenty to cheer about 
too. In only her second inter¬ 
national match, she smashed 
46 off 33 balls to star in In¬ 
dia’s 51-run win over South 
Africa in the fourth T20I. 

And she did this at the age 
of 15 - one year younger than 


what her idol was when he 
made his international de¬ 
but. “I was determined to see 
off the opening overs and 
wanted to make a good score 
in the match,” Shafali told 
The Hindu at Surat a few 
days ago. “I want to play 
more such innings for India.” 

To play for India had been 
a dream all along for the Sha¬ 
fali, who packs quite a bit of 
power into her shots. “I was 
hoping that I would get a 
chance in this series,” she 


said. “I had also felt that I 
could be selected for the Wo¬ 
men’s T20 Challenge at Jai¬ 
pur a few months ago.” 

And it was at Jaipur that 
she announced her arrival. 
She hit 34 off 31 deliveries, 
and was immediately hailed 
as a future star. “I enjoyed 
that experience at Jaipur,” 
she said. “Playing against fo¬ 
reigners and India seniors 
helped me greatly.” 

She said she loved playing 
alongside Mithali Raj at Jai¬ 


pur, for Velocity. “I am also 
happy that I have been part 
of the Indian team that had 
Harmanpreet Kaur and Smri¬ 
ti Mandhana,” she said. 
“Those three are great 
batters.” 

Favourites 

Among the batsmen, A.B. de 
Villiers is her favourite. “I al¬ 
so like Virat Kohli,” she said. 
“I have always had great res¬ 
pect for attacking batsmen, 
like Virender Sehwag.” 

She had, of course, grown 
up watching Tendulkar. “The 
television would be switched 
off at our home when he got 
out,” she said. “My father 
and brother are also big 
cricket fans and used to play 
too.” 

But, the people in Rohtak 
were not enthused by the 
idea of a girl taking up crick¬ 
et. “They would ask: what 
could a girl do?” she recalled. 
“I had long braids at that 
time; I chopped them off, 
and for a couple of months 
they probably did not realise 
that I was a girl as I trained 
with boys.” 




Curtain set to fall on drama that went on longer than necessary 



BETWEEN WICKETS 


SURESH MENON 


T he most coveted job in Indian 
cricket is not that of the coach or 
captain, it is the President of the 
Board of Control for Cricket in In¬ 
dia. In recent years, the incumbent 
has automatically become the most 
powerful man in the game, respect¬ 
ed and hated in equal measure from 
Mumbai to London and from Cape 
Town to Sydney. India is where the 
money is, where the television au¬ 
dience is the largest, where a dom¬ 
estic tournament like the IPL has 
made millionaires of players around 
the world. 

When Jagmohan Dalmiya and 
then N. Srinivasan were Presidents, 
they were criticised for placing their 
ambitions and India’s needs above 
what was seen as the game’s re¬ 
quirements. But it meant that the 
BCCI emerged as the most domi¬ 


nant ruling body in the game, more 
powerful than even the Internation¬ 
al Cricket Council. As Tiger Pataudi 
once said, “If the International 
Cricket Council is the voice of crick¬ 
et, the BCCI is the invoice of crick¬ 
et.” 


Final act 

Then Srinivasan overreached as he 
tried to defend his son-in-law bet¬ 
ting on IPL matches, forcing the Su¬ 
preme Court to take a call and 
change the system. On October 23, 
the final act in the drama that began 
with the spot fixing scandal in the 
2013 IPL, seems set to conclude 
with the election of office-bearers to 
the BCCI. That is six long years of in¬ 
transigence, confusion, rap on the 
knuckles, sackings of the top offi¬ 
cials, new rules, administrative un¬ 
certainty, the Committee of Admi¬ 
nistrators and their issues, 
rewritten constitutions, more court 
cases and decisions that veered bet¬ 
ween caution and aggression. It will 
mean the end of the phase of power 
without responsibility (CoA) and 
responsibility without power 
(BCCI). 

Through it all, the allure of the 
top job in the BCCI has remained 


undimmed. Politicians, business¬ 
men, career sports officials, cricke¬ 
ters, puppets on strings controlled 
by others have all eyed it, displaying 
a remarkable willingness to make 
“sacrifices” for the cause. 

This is partly because more mo¬ 
ney passes through the President’s 
hands - theoretically speaking - 
than through those of any other of¬ 
fice-bearer or player anywhere else. 
There is too the enormous media 
coverage which can be monetised 
by businessmen and usually rein¬ 
forces a political career. 

The power, prestige and pelf as¬ 
sociated with the job often attracts 
politicians, which is hardly surpris¬ 
ing. Already there is talk of Home 
Minister Amit Shah’s son throwing 
his hat into the ring. Another possi¬ 
bility is Rajat Sharma, President of 
the Delhi and Districts Cricket Asso¬ 
ciation whose nomination has pro¬ 
voked complaints from his own as¬ 
sociation. The clear picture will 
emerge later this week. If a politi¬ 
cian from the ruling party is in the 
fray, then it is unlikely that a cricke¬ 
ter will contest. Sourav Ganguly, 
former India captain, has been qu¬ 
oted as saying that if he is to take ov¬ 
er, then it will have to be a unani¬ 


mous decision. At 47, he is young, 
has been President of the Cricket 
Association of Bengal and head of 
the board’s technical committee 
and brings with him a wealth of ex¬ 
perience as a cricket person as op¬ 
posed to a politician for whom the 
post is likely to be a mere stepping 
stone to something else. 

Objections 

According to reports, BCCI’s electo¬ 
ral officer has received over a 
hundred objections from various as¬ 
sociations on different issues in¬ 
cluding the naming of representa¬ 
tives to the general body meeting. 
The number probably indicates a 
range from the ridiculous to the 
sublime, but each will have to be 
dealt with satisfactorily before the 
elections can proceed. 

A couple of decades ago, when 
Indian cricket was down in the 
dumps, with a captain (among oth¬ 
ers) accused of match-fixing, it was 
Ganguly, the new captain who lifted 
the team from despair to delight 
with victories at home and abroad 
and placed the team on the route to 
the number one ranking. And now 
he gets another opportunity to raise 
the image of administration in In¬ 


dia, shaken by corruption and per¬ 
sonality clashes and for three years 
now administered by a team ap¬ 
pointed by the Supreme Court. 

Ganguly once famously said 
when he was captain that he had 
the second toughest job in the coun¬ 
try (after the Prime Minister’s); he 
might discover that given the cir¬ 
cumstances, the job of the board 
president might deserve that rank¬ 
ing. He didn’t shrink from a chal¬ 
lenge then, and is unlikely to shrink 
from one now. His relative youth 
and the fact that he has been in con¬ 
tinuous touch with the game since 
he last played the IPL in 2012, make 
him the kind of candidate the Lod- 
ha Commission (on which the Su¬ 
preme Court based its rulings) had 
in mind when it suggested that 
more players should be encouraged 
to take up administration in a coun¬ 
try where the officials often appear 
out of touch with the times. 

Whichever way it goes, there will 
be enormous relief in cricketing cir¬ 
cles. Uncertainty is never a good 
companion in sport, and, hopefully 
a new-look BCCI will have taken on 
board recent lessons. Even old wine 
in old bottles will come with a fresh 
set of instructions. 


CM 

YK 







Murray shown the door 

Federer gets past Ramos-Vinolas 



Crowd favourite: Roger Federer was cheered on by his 
band of local supporters, -afp 


SHANGHAI MASTERS 


AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE 

SHANGHAI 

A ruthless Roger Federer 
claimed victory in his Shang¬ 
hai Masters opener on Tues¬ 
day while Andy Murray went 
down scrapping in a bruis¬ 
ing three-set defeat to 12th- 
ranlced Italian Fabio Fogni- 
ni. Federer put it across 
Spain’s Albert Ramos-Vino- 
las 6-2, 7-6(5). 

Ramos-Vinolas put up a 
better fight in the second 
set, forcing the tie-breaker 


and taking a 2-0 and 4-1 lead. 

But cheered on by his 
band of local supporters, 
who held aloft banners pro¬ 
claiming their hero “super¬ 
human”, Federer won the 
tie break - and the match - 
with a forehand smash. 

The results (second round): 
Fabio Fognini bt Andy Murray 
7-6(4), 2-6, 7-6(2); Nikoloz Ba¬ 
silashvili bt Benoit Paire 6-4, 
1-6, 6-1; Roger Federer bt Al¬ 
bert Ramos-Vinolas 6-2, 7-6 
(5). Doubles: Rohan Bopanna & 
Denis Shapovalov bt Karen 
Khachanov & Andrey Rublev 
6-1, 6-4. 


• • 
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TV PICKS 


Pakistan v Sri Lanka: 3rd 

T20I, Sony Six (SD 7 HD), 7 
p.m. 

PKL: Star Sports 1, 2 (SD & 
HD), 7.30 p.m. 



Sri Lanka seals T20 
series against Pakistan 

LAHORE 

Sri Lanka scored a 35-run 
victory over Pakistan in the 
second T20 here on Monday 
for an unassailable 2-0 lead. 
Bhanuka Rajapaksa smashed 
77 off 48 balls. 

The scores: Sri Lanka 182/6 in 
20 overs (B. Rajapaksa 77, S. 
Jayasuriya 34, D. Shanaka 27 
n.o.) bt Pakistan 147 in 19 
overs (Sarfaraz Ahmed 26, 
Asif Ali 29, Imad Wasim 47, 
Pradeep 4/25, Udana 2/38, 
Hasaranga 3/38). afp 

Barca dismantles Sevilla 
with class act 

BARCELONA 

Lionel Messi ended his mini¬ 
scoring drought even as 
Barcelona found its winning 
stride. Messi curled a left¬ 
footed free kick over the wall 
and into the net for his first 
goal of the season to wrap up 
Barcelona's 4-0 win over 
Sevilla in the Spanish league 
on Sunday. 

The results: La Liga: 
Barcelona 4 (Suarez 27, Vidal 
32, Dembele 35, Messi 78) bt 
Sevilla 0. 

Serie A: Inter Milan 1 
(Martinez 18-pen) lost to 
Juventus 2 (Dybala 4, Higuain 
80). AFP 

Fortunegiants rally to 
beat Titans 

GREATER NOIDA 

Gujarat Fortunegiants rallied 
to beat Telugu Titans 48-38 
in a ProKabaddi League 
match here on Monday. 

The results: Gujarat 
Fortunegiants bt Telugu 
Titans 48-38; Tamil Thalaivas 
bt Jaipur Pink Panthers 
35-33. pti 


Ramkumar rallies past 
Kamke 

MOUILLERON LE CAPTIF (FRANCE) 

Ramkumar Ramanathan 
fought back from an 
indifferent start to register a 
2-6, 7-6(4), 6-4 victory over 
Tobias Kamke of Germany in 
the €92,040 Challenger on 
Tuesday. 

Other results: $25,000 ITF 
men, Tay Ninh, Vietnam: 
First round: Arjun Kadhe bt 
Rimpei Kawakami (Jpn) 4-6, 
6-4, 7-5; Shuichi Sekiguchi 
(Jpn) bt Sidharth Rawat 6-0, 
6 - 1 . 

$15,000 ITF women, Sharm 
El Sheikh, Egypt: Doubles 
(pre-quarterfinals): Katarina 
Kuzmova (Svk) & Anastasiya 
Poplavska (Ukr) bt Chiara 
Catini 9lta) & Aalyka Ebrahim 
6-3, 6-1; Viktoria Kalinina & 
Angelika Shapovalova (Rus) 
bt Urszula Nebelska (Pol) & 
Aaliya Ebrahim 6-1, 6-2. 

India sweeps carrom 
series in Maldives 

NEW DELHI 

Indian teams swept the 
five-Test carrom series with 
clean slates in the men's, 
women's, boys' and girls' 
sections in the Maldives. The 
men faced some resistance, 
especially in the first Test, 
when Sandeep Dive and 
Irshad Ansari were stretched. 
In the second Test, Rajesh 
Gohil was taken the distance. 
After the Test series, 
competition moved to the 
President Cup featuring five 
Indians, six from Maldives 
and one from Sri Lanka. 


A Sachin shocker for Manish Panwar 


Rohit Tokas scalps Ashish Kumar 


NATL BOXING 


Y.B. S ARANGI 

BADDI (HIMACHAL PRADESH) 

Sachin Kumar shocked de¬ 
fending champion Manish 
Panwar 3-2 in a bitterly- 
fought 81kg quarterfinal bout 
of the National boxing cham¬ 
pionships at the Baddi Un¬ 
iversity of Emerging Sciences 
and Technology here on 
Tuesday. 

Sachin, one of the several 
hard-punchers in the Servic¬ 
es camp, avenged his loss to 
the Railways boxer to assure 
himself of a medal. 

In the most-anticipated 
bout of the day, Sachin used 
his powerful counter-attacks 
against the straight-punch¬ 
ing southpaw and gained 
ground early. 

Amid heavy exchange of 
blows, Manish used his long 


reach and evasive technique 
to catch up but could not 
stop Sachin from landing 
some clear head shots. 

Manish mocked at Sa¬ 
chin’s supporters after the 
announcement of the result. 
Members of crowd backing 
Manish raised a ruckus be¬ 
fore the issue was resolved 
by the organisers. 

“In 2017, I lost to Manish 

5-0 in the pre-quarters. Last 
year I had a wrist injury, but 
this time I was prepared,” 
said Sachin. 

Rohit Tokas, the 64kg Na¬ 
tional champion who made 
his debut in 75kg, scalped 
another established middle¬ 
weight boxer, Ashish Kumar, 
by recording a 4-1 victory. 

Precise punching 

Tokas, who beat two-time sil¬ 
ver medallist Vanhlimpuia 


on Monday, used his precise 
punching and superb move¬ 
ment to outsmart home chal¬ 
lenger Ashish, who repre¬ 
sented the country in the 
World championships last 
month. 

Happy 

“Happy to have recovered 
from my knee injury. Feels 
nice to get good results in the 
new weight,” said Tokas, 
who was guided well by 
coach Lalit Prasad in making 
an 11kg jump. 

Jayesh Desai defeated J. Sa- 
bari of Tamil Nadu RSC-R2 in 
69kg to be the first boxer 
from Gujarat to win a medal 
in 33 years. 

Other important results (quar¬ 
terfinals): 49kg: Vinod Tanwar 
(SSCB) bt Suraj Mazila (Utk) 4-1; 
Sonu Dhull (RSPB) bt Ankit 
Chauhan (UP) 5-0; 52kg: Ashish 


Insha (RSPB) bt Manish Sahu 
(Cht) 3-2; Manjeet Shaw (Ben) 
bt Parshotam (Har) 4-1; P.L.Pra¬ 
sad (SSCB) bt Sudeep Kumar 
(UP) 5-0. 

57kg: Mohd. Hussamuddin 
(SSCB) bt Neeraj (Har) 5-0; Sa¬ 
chin Siwach (RSPB) bt Michael 
Dominic (Tel) 5-0; 60kg: V.Dur- 
ga Rao (SSCB) bt Ashish (AIP) 

3-2; 63kg: Akash Sangwan 
(SSCB) bt Sachin Dalai (Har) 

5-0; Ankush Dahiya (RSPB) bt 
Nishant Dev (Kar) 5-0; Shiva 
Thapa (Asm) bt Yogesh Tokas 
(Del) 4-0; 69kg: Amit Kumar 
(D&D) bt Ayaan Parihar (HP) 
5-0. 

75kg: Ankit Khatana (Har) bt 
Buntee Singh (Del) 5-0; 81kg: 
Saurabh Lenekar (Mah) bt Kul- 
deep(Chd) RSC-R2. 

91kg: Naman Tanwar (RSPB) bt 
Akhil Poonia (Raj) 5-0; Sumit 
Sangwan (Har) bt Raghav 
Choudhary (Pun) 5-0; +91kg: 
Narender (SSCB) bt Suryaveer 
Sahrawat (UP) 5-0. 



Ouch!: Sachin Kumar, left, used his powerful counter-attacks to land clear head shots and 
defeat Manish Panwar. -akhilesh kumar 


Mary Korn enters last eight; 
Saweety bows out 



WOMEN’S BOXING 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ULAN-UDE (RUSSIA) 

Six-time champion M.C. Ma¬ 
ry Kom (51kg) advanced to 
the quarterfinals of the 
World women’s boxing 
championships here on 
Tuesday. Mary Kom defeat¬ 
ed Thailand’s Jutamas Jit- 
pong 5-0. 

The third-seeded Indian, 
who got a bye in the opening 
round, spent the first three 
minutes getting the measure 
of her opponent before tak¬ 
ing control. Mary Kom, chas¬ 
ing her first world medal in 
the 51kg division, picked up 
pace in the second round 
and was especially sharp 
with her counter-attacks. 

Saweety loses 

However, there was disap¬ 
pointment for India when 
former silver-medallist Sa¬ 
weety Boora (75kg) lost her 
pre-quarterfinal bout in a 
split decision despite a va¬ 
liant fight. 

Saweety was up against 


second-seeded Welshwo¬ 
man Lauren Price. Price is a 
European Games gold-me¬ 
dallist and fetched a bronze 
in the last edition of the 
Worlds. She is also reigning 
Commonwealth Games 
champion besides, being a 
three-time bronze-medallist 
at the European 
championships. 


With a fancied opponent 
like Price, it was never going 
to be easy for the Indian but 
she put her best foot for¬ 
ward. Saweety was unfazed 
by her rival’s reputation and 
managed to match her 
punch for punch for most of 
the bout. 

However, the judges ruled 
3-1 in Price’s favour. 


YashYadav 

advances 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

CHANDIGARH 

Yash Yadav defeted Abhish- 
ek Gaur 4-6, 6-1, 7-6(8) in 
the men’s pre-quarterfinals 
of the £250,000 AITA rank¬ 
ing tennis on Tuesday. 

The results (pre-quarterfi¬ 
nals): Men: Ishaque Eqbal bt 
Kavin Masilamani 6-4, 7-5; 
Yash Yadav bt Abhisshek Gaur 

4-6, 6-1, 7-6(8); Mohit Mayur 
bt Himanshu Mor 6-1, 6-1; 
Neeraj Yashpaul bt Calvin 
Golmei 6-7(4), 6-3, 6-3; An- 
nurag Nenwani bt Deepinder 
Singh Bains 6-1, 6-4; Rudra 
Kapoor bt Shubham Malhotra 
3-6, 6-4, 6-4; Mohammed 
Fahad bt Sunil Malik 6-1, 6-1; 
Rishi Reddy bt B.R. Nikshep 

6 - 1 , 6 - 2 . 

Women: Arthi Muniyan bt 
Amarjot Kaur 6-1, 6-0; Seerat 
Kaur Pannu bt Nehel Sahni 

6-2, 7-5; Lagan Bidhan bt 
Harleen Kaur 7-5, 6-0; Ash- 
preet Kaur Bajwa bt Anaam 
Almas 2-6, 6-4, 6-2; Konika 
Singh Dhull bt Shilpi Das 4-6, 
6-3, 6-3; Harshita Chugh bt 
Shanu Agarwal 6-3, 6-1; Bun- 
ty Choungtham bt Tanmayee 
Pattnaik 6-4, 6-2; Kaavya 
Sawhney bt Sonashe Bhatna- 
gar 6-2, 6-1. 


Yuvan continues to impress 

Sanjana Sirimalla beats Shruti Ahlawa 


TENNIS 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Yuvan Nandal continued his 
good run and beat Arjun Go- 
had 7-6(3), 6-4 in the un- 
der-16 boys’ second round of 
the Fenesta National sub-ju¬ 
nior tennis championship at 
the DLTA Complex here on 
Tuesday. 

One of the brightest pros¬ 
pects emerging from the un- 
der-14 ranks, Yuvan had 
knocked out the top seed 
Chirag Duhan in the first 
round. 

Lively encounter 

In another lively second 
round encounter. Deep Mu- 
nim quelled the challenge 
from Aditya Rathi 7-6(4), 3-6 

7-6(3). 

In the girls’ under-16 sec¬ 
tion, second seed Sanjana Si¬ 
rimalla beat Shruti Ahlawat 
6-4,6-4 in the second round. 

In other matches, Sweta 
Samanta beat fifth seed An- 
jali Rathi 6-4,7-6(6) and Kun- 
dana Bandaru accounted for 


sixth seed Sai Bhoyar 6-3, 
6 - 1 . 

In the under-14 girls’ se¬ 
cond round, Madhurima Sa- 
want escaped from the edge 
of defeat to beat fourth seed 
Suhitha Maruri 2-6, 7-6(7), 

6- 1. She will play Shimreen 
Ahamed who beat Gia Alana 
Pereira 6-2 7-6(9). 

In the under-14 boys’ sec¬ 
tion, Rohan Agarwal beat 
fifth seed Vansh Nandal 6-7 
(5), 6-2, 6-3. 

Seventh seed Aditya Rathi 
beat Arya Bhattacharya 5-7, 

7- 6(4), 6-3. 

The results (second round): 
Under-16 boys: Yuvan Nandal 
bt Arjun Gohad 7-6(3), 6-4; 
Dhanya Shah bt Lakshay Kumar 

6- 4, 6-1; Sam Chawla bt Aman 
Dahiya 6-0, 6-1; Aayush Bhat 
bt Daksh Agarwal 6-4, 6-0; Ka¬ 
ran Singh bt Ayushmaan Arjeria 
3-6, 7-5, 6-4; Bushan Haobam 
bt Rishi Jalota 6-1, 6-2. 

Deep Munim bt Aditya Rathi 

7- 6(4), 3-6, 7-6(3); Nithilan Er¬ 
ic w/o Omaansh Choudhary; 
Heerak Vora bt Mohammed 
Alim Khan 2-6, 6-3, 6-0; Yash- 
raj Dalvi bt Aditya Nandal 6-7 
(2), 6-1, 6-3; Manas Dhamne bt 


Kartik Saxena 7-6(7), 6-4; 
Dhruv Tangri bt Arunava Ma- 
jumder 6-2, 6-0; Denim Yaav bt 
Sarthak Gandhi 6-4, 5-7, 6-0; 
Ananth Muni bt Farhaan Patra- 
wala 6-4, 6-1; Agriya Yadav bt 
Monnil Lotlikar 6-4, 6-2; Udit 
Gogoi bt Ronin Lotlikar 6-0, 
6 - 2 . 

Under-16 girls: Reshma Maruri 
bt Hitakamya Singh Narwal 
6-2, 6-1; Veda Raju Prapurna bt 
Aarni Yellu 6-1,1-6, 6-3; Karthi- 
ka Vijay bt Deepshika Sriram 
6-4, 3-6, 6-3; Lakshmi Arunku- 
mar bt Saniya Masand 6-4, 6-1; 
Renee Singh bt Harshita Ban- 
gera 6-2, 6-0; Pavitra Parikh bt 
Kavya Khirwar 6-3, 6-1; Radhi- 
ka Mahajan bt Sachi Sharma 
6-4, 6-2. 

Sweta Samanta bt Anjali 
Rathi 6-4, 7-6(6); Kundana 
Bandaru bt Sai Bhoyar 6-3, 6-1; 
Tanushri Pandey bt Chahana 
Budhbhatti 7-5, 6-4; Suhitha 
Maruri bt Mekhala Manna 2-6, 

6 - 1 , 6 - 0 . 

Pari Singh bt Rachita Talwar 
6-0, 6-1; Vaishnavi Adkar bt 
Madhurima Sawant 6-3, 6-3; 
Sanvi Ahluwalia bt Pari Chavan i 

5-7, 7-5, 6-4; Suryanshi Tanar 
bt Hannah Nagpal 6-3, 6-2; 
Sanjana Sirimalla bt Shruti Ah¬ 
lawat 6-4, 6-4. 


Vijay Hazare Trophy scores 


ELITE: Group A ( Bengal¬ 
uru ): Kerala 296/9 in 50 
overs (Vishnu Vinod 123, 
Sachin Baby 34, Jalaj 
Saxena 34, Mohd. Azha- 
ruddeen 56, Veer Pratap 
Singh three for 82) bt 
Chhattisgarh 231 in 46 
overs (Jiwanjot Singh 
56, Ashutosh Singh 77, 
Sandeep Warrier 3/25, 
M.D. Nidheesh 4/54) 

■ Mumbai 362/4 in 50 
overs (Yashasvi Jaiswal 
113, Aditya Tare 86, Sid- 
dhesh Lad 34, Shreyas 
Iyer 47, Suryakumar 
Yadav 34 n.o., Shivam 
Dube 33 n.o.) bt Goa 
232 in 48.1 overs (Aditya 
Kaushik 43, Sagun Kamat 
32, Snehal Kauthankar 
50, Shams Mulani 3/38 

■ Jharkhand 259 in 48.5 
overs (Utkarsh Singh 
100, Virat Singh 52 n.o., 
Jaydev Unadkat 3/34, 
Dharmendrasinh Jadeja 
3/58) bt Saurashtra 
129 in 37.4 overs (Arpit 
Vasavada 47, Vivekanand 
Tiwari 3/17, Utkarsh 
Singh 4/34) 


Group B (Vadodara): Delhi 
204/8 in 50 overs (Shikhar 
Dhawan 54, Himmat Singh 64, 
Mohsin Khan 3/39) lost to Uttar 
Pradesh 207/5 in 29 overs (Pri- 
yam Garg 79, Upendra Yadav 57) 

■ Haryana 83 in 30.5 overs (Dar- 
shan Nalkande four for 25) lost 
to Vidarbha 85/1 in 20.4 overs 
(Faiz Fazal 38, Wasim Jaffer 32) 

■ Himachal Pradesh 243/9 in 50 
overs (Nikhil Gangta 40, Ayush 
Jamwal 39, Karan Kaila 3/36) bt 
Punjab 218 in 49 overs (Raman- 
deep Singh 62, Gurkeereat Singh 
32, Anmol Malhotra 36) 

PLATE ( Dehradun ): Sikkim 
112 in 36.3 overs (Ashith Rajiv 
6/37, Sagar Udeshi 3/7) Lost to 
Puducherry 116 for no loss in 
11.4 overs (Paras Dogra 70 n.o, 
Arun Karthik 41 n.o.) 

■ Meghalaya 316/5 in 50 overs 
(Raj Biswa 134, Puneet Bisht 
103, Arbar Kazi 3/33) bt Mizoram 
139 in 38 overs (K.B. Pawan 52, 
Swarajeet Das 3/17) 

■ Nagaland 174 in 44.5 overs 
(Stuart Binny 107) lost to 
Uttarakhand 176/3 in 36.2 overs 
(Avneesh Sudha 77, Tanmay 
Srivastava 54 n.o.) 


WEDNESDAY'S MATCHES (9 A.M. START) 

Group B (Vadodara): Baroda v Punjab 

Group C (Jaipur): Bengal v Tripura, Railways v Tamil Nadu, 
Rajasthan v Services 


PSPB shuttlers triumph 





Firepower: PSPB proved too strong for Railways, -special arrangement 


BADMINTON 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Petroleum Sports Promo¬ 
tion Board (PSPB) defeated 
Railways 3-1 in the final of 
the Central Zone inter-State 
badminton championship at 
the Karnail Singh Stadium 
here on Tuesday. 

Only Anura Prabhudesai 


was able to win a match for 
Railways. He beat Sai Utte- 
jitha Rao 21-8, 21-15. 

Earlier, Siklci Reddy and 
Pranaav Chopra had put the 
Petroleum team ahead, and 
its position was consolidated 
by Ajay Jayaram who pre¬ 
vailed 21-19, 21-18 over Shub- 
hanker Dey. 

Chirag Shetty and Arjun 
clinched it for PSPB with a 


21-16,21-13 victory over Kabir 
Kanzarker and T. Hemana- 
gendra. 

The results (final): PSPB bt 
Railways 3-1 (Sikki Reddy & 
Pranaav Chopra bt Chirag Sen & 
Kanika Kanwal 21-16, 21-14; 
Ajay Jayaram bt Shubhanker 
Dey 21-19, 21-18; Sai Uttejitha 
Rao lost to Anura Prabhudesai 

8-21,15-21; Chirag Shetty & Ar¬ 
jun bt Kabir Kanzarker & T. He- 
managendra 21-16, 21-13). 


Indians look to give it all 
on the home-stretch 


YOUTH CHESS 


RAKE SH RAO 

MUMBAI 

It will take a strong finish for 
the Indians to make the po¬ 
dium in most categories of 
the World Youth chess 
championship here. 

With four rounds to go, 
after Tuesday’s day of rest, 
the Indians are serious con¬ 
tenders for the gold in three 
categories out of six. R. 
Pragnanandhaa and P. In- 
iyan in under-18, L.R. Sriha- 
ri R. Abinandhan and favou¬ 
rite M. Sreeshwan in 
under-14, apart from Raksh- 
itta Ravi and Divya Desh- 
mukh in the girls’ under-14 
are battling to be among the 
medals. 

In addition, any medal 
from the two under-16 sec¬ 
tions and the girls’ under-18 
categories should be consi¬ 
dered a bonus. For now, 
Aronyak Ghosh (u-16), B. 
Mounika Akshaya (girls’ 
u-16) and Vantika Agarwal 


(u-18) have kept alive the 
home hopes of a medal. 
Top-five standings (after se¬ 
ven rounds: Under-18:1. Aryan 
Gholami (Iri, 6 points), 2-3. R. 
Praggnanandha, Mitrabha Gu- 
ha (5.5 each); 4-5. P. Iniyan, 
Shant Sargsyan (Arm, 5 each). 
U-16: 1. Hans Moke Niemann 
(USA, 6), 2-5. Rudik Makarian 
(Rus), Aronyank Ghosh, Olexiy 
Bilych (Ukr) and Miguel Angel 
Soto (Col, 5.5 each). U-14: 1-3. 
Aydin Suleymanli (Aze), L.R. 
Srihari, R. Abinandhan (6 
each); 4-5. M. Sreeshwan, 
Marc Morgunov (Aut, 5.5 
each). 

Girls: U-18: 1. Polina Shuvalova 
(Rus. 6), 2-3. Vantika Agarwal, 
Lara Schulze (Ger, 5.5 each); 
4-5. Assel Serikbay (Kaz), Alici- 
ja Sliwicka (Pol, 5 each). 

U-16: 1-2. Nazerke Nugali 
(Kaz), Leya Garifullina (Rus, 6 
each); 3-4. Anousha Mahdian 
(Iri), Alessia-Mihaela Ciolacu 
(Rou, 5.5 each); 5. B. Mounika 
Akashya (5.5). U-14: 1-3. Ekta- 
rina Nasyrova (Rus), Eline 
Roebers (Ned), Rakshitta Ravi 
(6 each); 4-5. Astghik Hako- 
byan (Arm), Divya Deshmukh 
(5.5 each). 


RACING 

Marinetti bags G. Sudhakar Reddy Memorial Cup 


Durango wins feature event 


HYDERABAD: M/s. Five Stars Ship¬ 
ping Co. Pvt. Ltd. rep. by Mr & 
Mrs. K.N. Dhunjibhoy & Mr. Z.K. 
Dhunjibhoy & Mr. Teja Gol- 
lapudi’s Marinetti (Gopal Singh 
up) won the G. Sudhakar Reddy 
Memorial Cup, the feature event 
of the races held here on Tuesday 
(Oct. 8). Laxman Singh trains the 
winner. 

Jockey Suraj Narredu had a won¬ 
derful afternoon as he steered 
four steeds to victory in five rides. 

1 KITTY BANK PLATE (DIV. Ill), 
(1,200m), 4-y-o & over, rated 20 
to 45 (Cat. Ill): PALSY WALSY 
(Suraj Narredu) 1, Tokyo Jam (Ak- 
shay Kumar) 2, Barnabas (Rohit 
Kumar) 3 and Once More 
(Jitendra Singh) 4. 2-1/4, nose and 
1. lm, 12.42s. t\2 (w), 5, 6 and 28 
(p), SHP: 17, FP: 27, Q: 16, Tla: 497. 
Favourite: Palsy Walsy. 

Owners: M/s. K. Balamukunda 
Das, Krishnan Kamesh, K. Shasha- 
bindu Das & T.N. Mehta. Trainer: 
D. Netto. 



2 ADILABAD PLATE (1,200m), 5- 
y-o & over, rated upto 25 (Cat. 
Ill): tammana (Suraj Narredu) 1, 
Negress Princess (B.R. Kumar) 2, 
Withrosemakeup (Akshay Kumar) 
3 and All Star General (Rohit Ku¬ 
mar) 4. 1-1/4, 3-1/4 and 1/2. lm, 
13.92s. t22 (w), 12, 43 and 7 (p), 
SHP: 140, FP: 1,441, Q: 1,123, Tla: 
6,528. Favourite: Withrose¬ 
makeup. 

Owner: Mr. Syed Mohiuddin 
Mufeed. Trainer: M.F. Alikhan. 

3 SIRCILLA PLATE (1,800m), 3- 
y-o & over, rated 20 to 45 (Cat. 
Ill): BRITISH EMPRESS (Akshay 
Kumar) 1, Star Of Tiara (Suraj 
Narredu) 2, Magnetosphere (Na- 
khat Singh) 3 and Mr. Shanghai 
(Kuldeep Singh) 4.1-1/4,1-1/4 and 
1/4. lm, 53.77s. Z8 (w), 5, 6 and 10 
(p), SHP: 13, FP: 15, Q: 11, Tla: 47. 
Favourite: British Empress. 
Owners; Mr. P. Prabhakar Reddy 
& Mr. Rama Seshu Eyunni. 
Trainer: R.H. Sequeira. 

4 SURYAPET PLATE (1,400m), 3- 
y-o & over, rated 20 to 45 (Cat. 



Ill): MISS MARVELLOUS (Suraj 
Narredu) 1, Tiger Of The Sea (An- 
eel) 2, Unstoppable (ICiran Naidu) 
3 and Jo Malone (Akshay Kumar) 
4. Not run: Tapatio. 3-3/4, shd and 
2-1/2. lm, 26.44s. H4 (w), 6,12 and 
7 (p), SHP: 31, FP: 206, Q: 99, Tla: 
512. Favourite: Jo Malone. 

Owners: Mr. Srinivas Pangam & 
Col.K. Garcha. Trainer: L. D’Silva. 

5 KITTY BANK PLATE (DIV. i), 
(1,200m), 4-y-o & over, rated 
20 to 45 (Cat. Ill): GLADSTONE (Ir- 
van Singh) 1, Mahira (Abhay 
Singh) 2, Sublime (Ashhad Asbar) 
3 and Moka (Akshay Kumar) 4. 
Not run: Golden Hope. 1-1/4,1-1/4 
and 2-1/2. lm, 13.66s. U6 (w), 10, 
10 and 7 (p), SHP: 39, FP: 427, Q: 
313, Tla: 1,584. Favourite: Sub¬ 
lime. 

Owner: Mr. N.V. Rohin Kumar. 
Trainer: S. Sreekant. 

6 G. SUDHAKAR REDDY ME¬ 
MORIAL CUP (1,400m), 3-y-o & 
over, rated 40 to 65 (Cat. II): Ma¬ 
rinetti (Gopal Singh) 1, Pontius 
Pilate (Gaurav Singh) 2, News O’ 



Star (Abhay Singh) 3 and Blazer 
(Jitendra Singh) 4. 1/2, 2-1/4 and 
1/4. lm, 25.58s. t22 (w), 6, 7 and 
22 (p), SHP: 25, FP: 109, Q: 64, 
Tla: 876. Favourite: Blazer. 
Owners: M/s. Five Stars Shipping 
Co. Pvt. Ltd. rep. by Mr & Mrs. 
K.N. Dhunjibhoy & Mr. Z.K. 
Dhunjibhoy & Mr. Teja Gollapudi. 
Trainer: Laxman Singh. 

7 KITTY BANK PLATE (DIV. Il), 
(1,200m), 4-y-o & over, rated 
20 to 45 (Cat. Ill): MARVEL PRIN¬ 
CESS (Suraj Narredu) 1, Handsome 
Duo (Ajeeth Kumar) 2, His Excel¬ 
lency (Aneel) 3 and N R I Vision 
(Kuldeep Singh) 4.1-1/2,1/2 and 1- 
3/4. lm, 18.83s. H6 (w), 5,10 and 
12 (p), SHP: 32, FP: 88, Q: 53, Tla: 
328. Favourite: N.R I Vision. 
Owner: Mr. Niraj Tyagi. Trainer: 
Prasad Raju. 

Jackpot: ?6,031 (119 tkts.). 
Runner-up: 976 (315 tkts.). 

Mini Jkt: 3,973 (22 tkts.). 

Tr (i): 140 (423 tkts.), (ii): 550 (188 
tkts.). 



Hyderabad: Deshmukh-trained 
Durango (Ajeeth Kumar up) won 
the Asaf jah VII Memorial Cup, 
the main event of the races held 
here on Monday (Oct. 7). The 
winner is the property of M/s. Za- 
veri Stud Farm Pvt. Ltd. rep. by 
Mr. Champaklal Zaveri, Mrs. 
Bindu C. Zaveri, Ms. Harsha N. 
Desai & Ms. Niti N. Desai. Trainer 
Laxman Singh saddled three win¬ 
ners while jockey Suraj Narredu 
scored a treble. 

1 CLASSIC STORY PLATE (DIV. Il), 
(1,200m), maiden 3-y-o & over, 
rated 20 to 45 (Cat. Ill): AYUR 
SHAKTI (Suraj Narredu) 1, Star 
Racer (Deepak Singh) 2, Southern 
Lady (Ashhad Asbar) 3 and Prom- 
iseofhappiness (Kiran Naidu) 4. 3, 
IT/4 and 2-1/4. lm, 13.78s. t7 (w), 
6, 8 and 6 (p), SHP: 21, FP: 29, Q: 
26, Tla: 50. Favourite: Ayur 
Shakti. 

Owners: M/s. Premanand Sug- 
andhi, G. Raghunandan Chary & 
Lt.Col. A.R. Raju. Trainer: Arjun 
Anne. 

2 RED SURPRISE PLATE 
(1,800m), 5-y-o & over, rated 
20 to 45 (Cat. Ill): ACTUALLY 
(Surya Prakash) 1, Valee Tiger 



(Deepak Singh) 2, Charlie Brown 
(Koushik) 3 and Symbol Of Star’s 
(Afroz Khan) 4.1/4, 2-3/4 and 3/4. 
lm, 54.67s. H4 (w), 8, 13 and 12 
(p), SHP: 59, FP: 402, Q: 285, Tla: 
2,499. Favourite: Actually. 

Owner: Mr. M. Satyanarayana. 
Trainer: Deshmukh. 

3 ASAF JAH VII MEMORIAL CUP 
(2,000m), 3-y-o & over, rated 
60 to 85 (Cat. II): DURANGO 
(Ajeeth Kumar) 1, Mark My Word 
(Suraj Narredu) 2, Doroteo 
(Koushik) 3 and Magical Skill 
(Jitendra Singh) 4. 3-1/4, 3 and 4- 
3/4. 2m, 6.54s. HI (w), 6 and 6 
(p), SHP: 12, FP: 20, Q: 9, Tla: 38. 
Favourite: Mark My Word. 
Owners: M/s. Zaveri Stud Farm 
Pvt. Ltd. rep. by Mr. Champaklal 
Zaveri, Mrs. Bindu C. Zaveri, Ms. 
Harsha N. Desai & Ms. Niti N. De¬ 
sai. Trainer: Deshmukh. 

4 AUXILIARY PLATE (1,800m), 
3-y-o & over, rated 40 to 65 
(Cat. II): no compromise (Akshay 
Kumar) 1, Sporting Smile (Nakhat 
Singh) 2, Gusty Look (Koushik) 3 
and Midnight Dream (Rohit Ku¬ 
mar) 4. 1/4, 1-1/4 and nk. lm, 
52.78s. t7 (w), 6, 8 and 8 (p), SHP: 
22, FP: 29, Q: 28, Tla: 162. Favour¬ 



ite: No Compromise. 

Owners: Dr. Peddi Reddy 

Prabhakar Reddy & Mr. 
Prabhakar Reddy. Trainer: Lax¬ 
man Singh. 

K. SRINIVAS REDDY ME¬ 
MORIAL CUP (DIV. II), 

(1,200m), 4-y-o & over, rated 40 
to 65 (Cat. II): SOUTHERN LEGACY 
(Suraj Narredu) 1, One One One 
(Abhay Singh) 2, Honest Hunter 
(B.R. Kumar) 3 and Delphina (Ak¬ 
shay Kumar) 4.1/4,1-3/4 and 1-3/4. 
lm, 12.78s. t\2 (w), 7,10 and 8 (p), 
SHP: 31, FP: 69, Q: 41, Tla: 201. Fa¬ 
vourite: Southern Legacy. 

Owner: Mr. Teja Gollapudi. 
Trainer: Laxman Singh. 

CLASSIC STORY PLATE (DIV. 
i), (1,200m), 3-y-o & over, 
rated 20 to 45 (Cat. Ill): SAFRA 
(Suraj Narredu) 1, Green Turf 
(A.A. Vikrant) 2, Augenstern 
(Kuldeep Singh) 3 and Original 
Temptress (Akshay Kumar) 4.1/4, 
hd and 4-1/2. lm, 13.54s. ?9 (w), 5, 
6 and 8 (p), SHP: 21, FP: 35, Q: 25, 
Tla: 131. Favourite: Safra. Owners: 
Ms. Viveka Kumari Idar & Mr. 
Aditya P. Thackersey. Trainer: 
Prasad Raju. 



7 K. SRINIVAS REDDY ME¬ 
MORIAL CUP (DIV. I), 
(1,200m), 4-y-o & over, rated 40 
to 65 (Cat. II): siyabonga (Ak¬ 
shay Kumar) 1, Shaquille (Suraj 
Narredu) 2, Pentagon (Afroz 
Khan) 3 and Trump Girl (Koushik) 
4. 1-3/4, 3/4 and hd. lm, 12.09s. 
n5 (w), 6, 8 and 11 (p), SHP: 27, 
FP: 71, Q: 39, Tla: 472. Favourite: 
Siyabonga. 

Owners: M/s. Five Stars Shipping 
Co. Pvt. Ltd. rep. by Mr. K.N. 
Dhunjibhoy & Z.K. Dhunjibhoy. 
Trainer: Laxman Singh. 

8 SHAMSHABAD PLATE 
(1,400m), maiden 3-y-o & 
over, rated upto 25 (Cat. Ill): 
kesariya BALAM (Abhay Singh) 
1, Starboy (Akshay Kumar) 2, Sun 
Dancer (Rohit Kumar) 3 and Sur- 
seine (Suraj Narredu) 4. Nk, 8-1/4 
and 4. Im, 26.17s. ?64 (w), 19, 5 
and 15 (p), SHP: 18, FP: 242, Q: 87, 
Tla: 1,819. Favourite: Starboy. 
Owner: Mr. Ravinder Reddy Male. 
Trainer: Robin Reddy. 

Jackpot: ?3,524 (151 tkts.). 
Runner-up: 39 (5,804 tkts.). 

Mini Jkt: 2,218 (25 tkts.). 

Tr (i): 160 (261 tkts.), (ii): 67 (682 
tkts.), (iii): 599 (98 tkts.). 



M ND-NDE 














































